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AUTHOR’S PREFACE. 

Alexis Petbovitsh Jeemalof, Military Governor of 
Georgia, General of Infantry in the Russian Imperial Ser¬ 
vice, &c., &c., conceived the project of sending an expedition 
to the Eastern Coast of the Caspian Sea, in order to establish 
friendly relations with the nomadic Turcomans inhabiting 
that district. 

His desire was also to found a harbour on the same 
juiast, where Russian merchantmen could find a safe anchor¬ 
age, ic.nd land their cargoes in security : the harbour to bo 
protoctci'l by a small fortified woi'k. 

Petej' the Great had originally entertained this scheme 
as part of his grand project of establishing a direct and per¬ 
manent trade with India through the groat Stoi'pe commonly 
called Tartary, a project defeated by tlie treachery of tlie 
Khivans, who put Prince Bokovitsh and all the troops he 
had led into their territory to the sword. This i)Coplc, con¬ 
trary to treaty and to their most solemn guarantees, took bun 
prisoner, nmk on the pretence that sufficient provisions woro 
M not procurable for his large army, compelled him to di.stnl.uto 

- his forco among the difreicnt villngos, which cti.ablod them to 

nhdier tlio Prince and destroy his troops in ilotail. 

I 1’ho three remaining Russiim detachments at Mnngusli- 

lalc. Alexander Buy, and Kras.mvoda wore now foio.nl b. 
take to Iboir ships and return to Aalracoan. ahandoning Iho 
r..rti(ioationH tl..w had already coinmcnca.l The nnlmp- 
py fate of J’linc; Bekovitsli taught us a IoShoii o( Ixhivnii 
lailldofisnesa and bloo.l-thirstii.ess, and sin.;<> then all inter- 
oonihe l.fUvoen Russia and Kl.ivn had ceft-sed. 
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The first step now to be taken for the furtherance of our 
^heme was to secure the alliance of the Turcomans. The 
latter ead a wandering life, with their flocks and herds, on 
he eastern shore of the Caspian, ignoring all industrial ^ur- 

1 ^ animosity, 

never slumbers but to burst forth again with fresh fury. 


It 18 tree that in the year 1813 General Nicholas 
reodorvitsh Ratishtsheff, then Military Governor of Georgia 
sent a certain Dorbent merchant, Ivan Muratoff, by birth 
an Armenian, to the Turcomans. This person, from former 
commercial connections Avith Astrabad, had made many 
acquaintances there. He communicated the Governor-Geno 
ral’s proposals to Sultan Khan, who at that period exercise.d a 
kind of sovereignty over several Turcoman tribes, wliomi Jie had 
equipped for war and led several times to victory over the 
Persians. Sultan Khan was rejoiced at the prorair.o of sup¬ 
port made him by the Russian Governor-General (probably 
hoping thereby to raise himself in time to supremo rule over 
the imruly Turcomans), and immediately sent General 
Ratishtsheff a deputation composed of Chiefs from the 
several tribes and the most ominout men of the nation, soli¬ 
citing only a few privileges and the protection of the Russian 
Oovornment. Unfortunately the Envoys (among tliem Kiat 
Aga, of whom frequent mention will be found in tho follow- 
ing ]>agi!s) reached the ItusHiaii General’s camj) at Karabag 
in Giyulistan at tho moment when that ofliccr was co> 
eluding a treaty of poaco with Abul Hussein Khan, tho 
Sliah of Pursia’a Plonipotent inry. Tho latter, awme’how 
dangerous to Persia Iho 'rureninans might beeomo, oneo 
under JtusHian piotoction, fl. inanded tJml JvO'^sia should enter 

I _til rl etM 


' - - • ‘ ^ iItVI 

into no negotiidionH will, thom. Tio- U.nonior go Mod, an<l 


diHiniHMod (he l''MVoys with valutdde pnsentN. Tlijs dis- 
appointtnoin (Jirow tin 'I'nrcoimin.s ijili.> greai, dl.stuM-, aiid 
finding them^clN oh unahle to ollbr furthv losi.itaiice lo iVnin, 



they submitted and gave hostages. Those, however, who 
remained recusant retired either to Balkan Bay, whither the 
Persians could not pursue them, or fled to Khiva, and were 
welcomed by the present Ruler, Mahomed Ragim Khan (a 
sworn enemy to the Kajar dynasty). Sultan Khan was among 
the latter, and lives unde^* the Khan’s protection to the 
present day. To Major Ponomarev, Commandant of Elisa- 
betopol, was entrusted the management of the Turcoman 
negotiations, I, as Staff Officer, making, in concert with him, 
a survey of the eastern coast of the Caspian. The addi¬ 
tional duty allotted to me was to proceed alone to Khiva, 
negotiate an alliance with the Khan, and furnish a descrip¬ 
tion of the country and its inhabitants. The entries m my 
diary were written secretly and in as succinct a stylo as 
possible. They were originally only intended as memoranda 
for my own perusal and that of a few intimate friends, but 
on my return homo, finding so many desirous to hoar about 
the countrj^ I had visited, and my adventures there, I deter- 
jiiiiied to publish those rough notes. 

I only relate what happened to myself or came under 
my own observation, and -would remind the reader that it is 
no easy task for a foreigner to make his notes, and record his 
thoughts in writing amongst a people in tho Lighost degioo 
suspicious. It was never my intention to write a book, or much 
now given briefly would liavo been elnborntod, and much 
other matter condensed or omitted. If, in tho courso <if thi.s 
narrative, names frociuontly occur which appear of tii\iul iin 
portanoe, I think I sliall bo forgiven when I explain that iny 
object hue been (o assist any future Mnvoy wlio may bo sent 
to tho same country by giving him at tho ontsot s«mn insight 
into tlic oirouiiiritaii-.os aial characters ot tho pohoin lu' may 
havo to deal with. 


MCJtAV lEV 
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CHAPTER 1. 

Visit to tlio Turcoman inliabitants of the Eastern Coast of tlie Caspian Soa. 

On the 17th of June 1819 Alexis Petrovitsh Jcrmalof, 
the Cominander-iii-Chief in Georgia, made over to Major 
Ponomarev and myself all the necessary documents, and 
repaired to the Caucasian frontier, where the war with the 
Tchetshes demanded his presence. 

The Armenian Muratolf, who had alread}’^ been ap>ong 
the Turcomans in the time of Nicholas Katishtsheff, was 
to accompany us as interpreter. 

On the same day 1 made my preparations for the 
journey, and oftcred up fervent prayers for divine aid in 
the Tihis Cathedral. Major Ponomarev had a separate 
special commission. The gifts he took over were ilesigned 
only for the Turcomans- Among tlie instructions which 
I received from the Governor, and to which 1 was strictly 
to adhere in my negotiations with the Tiucomans and ii\ 
Khiva, were the following ;— 

Your capacity for making yourself liked, as well as 
your acquaintance witli the Tartar language,, can he turned 
to good account. Do not regard the arts of Hattery lrt>m 
an liuropean point of view ; they are constantly nse<l by 
Asiatics, and you need never fear of being too lavish in 
this rosj)ect. Yon will bo able to make other usoiid 
researches, M^hieh a residence among those tribes will sug¬ 
gest to you bettor than I can do, esj)ot*ially as IIhj race 
you are going to is one. regarding which we.ha\'e but 
scanty infurnuition. Yonr quali/lcatioiis an<l N<»ur ise.fl 
me go(Ml grounds to oxfioot that this utleinpi t«) estabhsh 
IVicndly relati‘*jiB with the TurciunuJis will not ho n iVnii 
loss one, and that the aecount yuu will give (hem of ein 
Govcrnniont will open tlie way to future proceeding.^. " 

On the Isth of June F luft filli.*:, lunl n.'/nlfcd the 
j)osi of iS.igelii, where Jic-vt llu-u lav a drtaelmieiii nf :!.)0 
( \.».srt{icl<.s, w ho w ere proci utling oil ?n:? vieu (u Dug i slan 

•Mgaiiiha the liijvsis. 


• S)V li.iRi'if Krt’ lilt hi' 7'<.r ' • <#% i /f 

IhJI l laO/. i<? jM.,- fi- au-'l lv.>uo»' ••hI 
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terribly the whole day. ^ Passed at Tausk. It rained 

betoi»r MW?'bvElisa- 
town, m ro miXf ® a very beantiful 

1st of j7v ;? ® ‘hero until the 

Couinianduntof tlie nwr''“''n “‘h*"!' business with tl.o 
anuun ol tl e place could not be concluded before tlien. 

fortress, ™Wh In Thf'?' ™ “‘“"‘‘a ““ oW 

E™ o7ll“r 

lfss=H=ii=il 

by an enonnous- tro/ * foi’treas iny attention was attracted 
Dy an cno inou., tiec, mea,suring 27 Ibet in circumference. 

li-H,t c'n-t wS'l^ f Ehsabetopol in a 

iVrr'tl me^o nn . i ?'•" ?" 'I'bia accident 

u liirl T 1 tbc night m the ojicn, half way to Kurcrc 

" l.icli I luid hoi.od to roach. When the moon ro^e I s^arrJd 

. in,, b(.en unbcarabhj during the whole day. At Mimfit- 
•slnuor J i roHSod tlio Kur l,y a ferry. mni^it 

]• 1 h.id liithorto lain tlirough a b.arrcn stoiua' 

rchcu d here and tlirro l.y patclicb of salt marsh, hut now the 
country |iuite cl.angod Its character. Tlio banks of the Kur 
.iic%n) beau ifiil, otlonrigon oitliorsido a pleasing prospect of 
uood and garden, Iroin wl.ich poop tl.o Armenian homestcad.s 

I M, t), . .1.1 aiioM hnn, wind, .orcally adtl. d to liu, heat ; hut 
. thu light. slrel.. |H d a vad plain, ridily cultivated and pop,, 

A t>‘o rui.n of tulvn’of 

ft. ' .V inoruiiij;^ t.r tin* :;nl I l^-ft 

lurgim. and hy niglit ruiielied .New ,Sl„uiiakha, I I'.uinerly (l,o 
res.dtaiee o, .M uampl.a, Kl,,.,, ..f Sliiiwan. The Khan's 

11. l'«lt.i(l .Sl, I , *" .1/, 

I NhW Miniltul.lia f,.t* in :h ^ 
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OF THE EASTERN COAST OF THE CASPIAN SEA. 

predecessors had always made Old Shamakha their capital, but 
from the earliest days the majority of the people had settled 
in the fertile country around the site of the new town. 
Mustapha abandoned the capital of his ancestors, and built 
New Shamakha in order the better to overawe his subjects by 
his presence in their midst; but the plain was at once deserted, 
the inhabitants betaking themselves to the mountains and 
settling at Fitli, to which place the Khan was obliged to shift 
his residence. New Shamakha is now only a Cossack station. 

The road ran for about four and a half miles through tho 
flat country, and then over tho jirecipitous hills separating 
New from Old Shamakha. This mountain road, although no¬ 
thing to speak of in the way of length, w^as still so steep, that 
the horses wore quite exhausted, and it was with great dilli- 
culty that I reached the station by evening. WHiat a glorious 
spectacle now rewarded my toils ! Tlic rich champaign beneath 
me stretching away to the horizon ; tho picturesque hills 
amongst which I stood; the numerous Arineuiau villages, 
some on tho slopes, some in the hollows, surroiiiided on every 
side by sheaves of corn ; tho husbandmen all busy at tho 
harvest,—all those combined to make u]) a gorgeous and 
magnificent scene. Apart from tho [)icturesque, however, that 
fruitful plain is remarkable for tlic culture of silk-worms, 
which is carried on to a great extent, cs[)ccially in tho neigli- 
bourhood of Shamakha, and which brings woaltli and jiros- 
perity to the country. 

Old Shamakha,^'" or Kognashahar (i.e., “old town”), 
presents an imposing appearance with its ruins, its baths, 
inos(jues, and palaces. 

FjVcu the fortifications excite our ndniiralion for ilio 
builders of this ancient capital. Tiio Khan's caHtle stands 
rising ground, vliitsh alfords a fiin^ view of* (own. 'Jlio 
.Post Ollico is oslahlished in a caravanst*r:ii of* noble propor¬ 
tions. At some distance from tJie foitiv.-s inlands tlu' cil.'ulel 
built by l>uira, a virgin ( V..uina, wliosu icuronw rent hero. 
Some (loop excavations wltliin the walls are said to iiiark fho 
sito of her toml). J’ho cmnion people hi litvo that thoso 
i*aviiios Wore r.in«iioked by Mu'l.qtha in tin’ lujpo of iroasnre, 
but that lljo s[iirit ol‘ Lutra fru'^trjiUal his ondrasDurs. 

(>11 tin* oth 1 si.-irtod IroiJi ( >M Sbainaklia, juhI. pa«aingfv\o 
staging ]•la(•eM taj the roa-l, finally I'e.u in-d ( dnl»« .kaya J>!»ika, 
whi le I ]ja Ihe liiglit,. ’Mii^ in on)\ a (pntet ju |fu» 

'* Sl.uii i;*K liu '•.!«■ 1>« 1 ‘ On r.ilif o. N.*<U» ■ I’ul* lit 
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MURAMEVS visit to the Tt’RCOMAN INIIABITAKTS 

middle of a barren and waterless steppe. The aspect of the 
1 .,-17 ^ here, and the eye encounters a steppe studd- 

bill imns of towns and hamlets, only relieved by some 

aims, and at wide intervals by occasional patches of pasture 

ArK f 1 reached the Cossack post of 

Aroat, a well-built and regular fortress, where I overtook the 

n., Elisabetopol before me. 

U 1 tlio / th I reached Baku.* From the heights before the 

''''hole place, and of the sea and 
hy a double wall, turreted and 
ui^rasured and furnished witli guns. The interior is hand¬ 
some and extensive, but the bald hills without the w.alLs 
Have an unplca.sing appearance. The scarcity of wood and 
watei in the neighbourhood is a great drawback to its value 
as a fortress, and the situation of the jilace generally is bad. 

le streets of Baku are narrow; the buildings high and not 
nad-loolcing ; tlie town possesses a numerous population, a 
lair market, and excellent caravanserais, audit has an iiniiurt- 
.int Hade wdh A.straccan. Ship-building goes on in the port, 
but tlm cruft piy only along the coast, and do not go further 
than GhiLan. A lofty t.nvor stands on the shore, known as 
tlio Maiden lower, a name which it owes to the followimr 
tr.agical story ;—In ancient times a Covornor of Baku foil in 
love with his own daughter, and desired to place her in the 
position of ht.s wife. For long the girl resisted his importuni- 
tiCH, but at last con.seiited, making it a condition of her com¬ 
pliance that her father should build a iiigh tower for her on 
the sua hoaidi, wherein slio might hide her .sliauie. The 
tower was f(nic,kly built, and tlie daughter, enticing her father 
to llie toi.m<.-,| piniiaclo on thejirotcnce of .showing him tJic 
lioighf, rt. ly.ed her O]iportunity as ho bent to gaze hene.ath, 
and ].Ur.lied him over tlie parapet, Hinging her.self after liiiii 

Wo foiiiid the two (2) ships which Jiad been e<iuippod 
for ns lying in port all ready, so wo laid in lu'c.ossaiies aiul 
wciil Oh b.a.i.l, taking with its one ..Ilioer and Ihiriy men from 
the Baku loui'isoh. I In; vi^ssiTs \\i-rc the (..'orvettc hasan, 
Is tbms, niiilir LieiiUaiant Bassargin, v’.hich Jiad arrived 
from A .tiao.-uh tlic your befoio (Isis), and tie- Merclmnl slouj. 

/'f'A/-./‘y), iJinli T 1 ( ).h( roitvp.o 'l.liin hiiiL 

^vuM iiui 111 UB f|, bclii}^ iiitciitlcd a t.niiBS]iort. tor tlio 

triMijB. jihti 1 'lir navnl ollipiaU on l.ojud tlin 


UhKm. i Mii.(irifM»*1«.‘M Umi .u 


lUil T lii<|, fiinl ^1 n ulrvot. 
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corvette ’iv’crc ns follows Lieutenant Bassar^in, two sub- 

officcrs Juricv and Ivanov, the Cbapla n, tbe Surgeon, For- 

Sn Lieutenant Linitzki of the Artillery, and the Pilot 

and Master The force, all told, amounted to ICO men. On 

?he evenh>; of the 8th we accepted the invitation of he 

ship’s offiem-s, and went on shore to a small house catted die 

<< ■Roili our wav we passed the rums of the gicat 

Sea Bath , on oui i ay a'o p, 

PHvnVRIlSGrcll IvinOf n,t cl CllbtclDCG OI bG ^ n n ± L 

and completely submerged, witli the exception of a few turrets 
risinnfo?e tL surfoce. ’it is unknown how or when tins 
building sank into the sea, but it is most likely the les It ^ 


buildiiit^ saiiK iiiio tiiG ogcl, - 1 ,1 p 

an oarfl.qu«k». At this point there ^ 

18 feet, ana it is uotreed llta tvnr.v 13 r„.a n ,o tart 


itaglsU-e on this part of thi “^Xd 

times receding from, and sometimes encroaching on, tne land. 


The whole neighbourhood is well wort.iy of attention 
both on account of the naphtha which it J 

mighty ruins which lie scattered on every side and inv ite 

hiHiorical research. 

On tlie 17lh of July wc went on board tlio corvette 
a-aaiii, and at G o’clock on the following evening (18th) weighed 
anchor, and stood for the I.sland of «ara, wh.tl.ci the trans¬ 
port had preceded us on tho loth. At first we liad a p.oil 
breeze, but it fell in the mght, and wc spent the wliolo ol 
the next day in tacking without making any perceptihlu 
progress. On Iho night of tho 20th there loll a dead calm, 
.and we lay motionless for two hours and a luil*, but at dav- 
bivak we sighted 8ara. and by noon we moore, close l-y tliu 
island. This island is six miles in length, in form a erescem 
its bc.ach shelly, and it.s whole suriaeo covered wdlt se.lge and 
ru.shes. except here and there vheio Pus-^ian .s.,uatlers l.iue 
planted a few osiers. In former days all th.. ivi.t r was hraek- 
ishin the wolls liero, hut the Ku.ssians inirodiice.I wooden 
linings for tho latter, ami, hv .‘ontumally eM|.tymg and 
clearing them, managed to obtain a .siii'ply ol l.e-,h \val< r. 

of Loiik<»- 


I'ho transport now made sail for tho fortix 
ran to take in wood. 


The; dislauco from Sara is about li: miles. Wi'Iay at 
anchor until the 2.tlh, and all this lime it rained williout 
Cl a.siciy*. 

On till) E Ith. at 7 A.M., wo weighed, with a •;ood hieen.o 
from N.lv, which lusied till midnight, and wcwei e .luigunu 


misr^ty 



Muraviev’s visit to the Turcoman inhabitants 


of sighting the Turcoman coast oh the following day, when 
suddenly the wind died away, and we hardly made 1-^ knots 
an hour. This state of things lasted for two whole days— 
no breeze and torrents of rain ; and it was not until the 
evening of the third day that the sky cleared. 


We wished to steer on the so-called ‘SSilver Hill” of 
which we had heard, but none of the crew were acquainted 
With the coast. 


-^t last tlie Turcoman land came in view, and we reco<^^- 
nised the Ak-Tapa (white hill), wliicli runs from the coast 
in a north-easterly direction. It is of a considerable length, 
and diminishes in height as it approaches the sea. We 
anchored in fathoms at a distance of 5i miles from the 
shore, and, on searching the beach with oiir^’telescopes, made 
out some ICibitks ’ (rurcoman carts). It was accordingly 
resolved that I ^should land next morning and reconnoitre the 
country, wliile Petrovitsh, the Interpreter, endeavoured to 
establlsli intercourse between us and the inhabitants. The 
12-oared long-boat was therefore lowered from the corvette 
and armed with a 12-pounder and two fiilconets. The party 
altogether numbered 21 men, six of whom carried muskets, 
and as we counted on returning the same evening, we only took 
provisions and water for the day. After a pull of an hour and 
a half we came within 120 yards of the beacli, and were 
obliged to anchor, as there wa.s not sufficient water to admit 
of our getting closer in ; so wo got on land witli only our 
arms and clothes. Porty yards from the water line were a 
lot of mounds evidently thrown up by tlie action of the wind 
on the sand, and covered with busheB. 1 ascended one of 
these, and discovered, by moans of my telescope, that tlio 
Ak-'ra[>:L, iiiKtuad of being Jin isolatod lilll, was a great moun¬ 
tain, vvhi<;li iiiu.^t be connected with some otiier chain. Jt 
Avas about eiglit miles discatit, and soemed to be so entirely cut 
oil* by \vater from the i>lace wl’orc I stood, that 1 imagined 
my self to be on a detached irfiiid.'' 


At fir.st 1 wished to towaixls the north, in 

order disi >ver tin; l>ay whore the Turconiruis tlieir 

** Kiri'Juiiia (hoais), hut l)(jbritKclj, the artillery ollicor, 
J*elrovii.sh, and a sailor, culled Agiji ve, wl^o had been here 


♦ L niO aftrrrwiu(In 11mt LtuMippriro'-u v • cij,ly u »'iW jitoppo or u 

Uac, V, Mil (•» yi tullixdd unll. I . . ilii“n!K''h lijo 

\ upo\ir.*» I \iy the huut, luul l.lio uppunrattrn wl’ niiitr IV ‘fa u clinauiaiv 

t tt. TLi.i lo iloriveU irom tJiu Tathi'.h Kinjl, {.t,, a ilul- 
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OF THE EASTERN COAST OF THE CASPIAN SEA. 

before, advised me to try to southward instead more in the 
direction of Astrabad; and I acted on their advice having 
further a hope of coming on a river by so doing. I accord- 
in<dv went along the beach witli four sailors and Petrovitsh, 
whilst the rest of the party in the long-boat kept up with us. 
Before starting we bored for water, but found it quite salt 
and undrinkable. We went steadily along the shore for 11 
miles, found the traces of camels, homes, and bare-footed 
men, and at last a post with a mark on it, among the bushes, 
which made me think that the Turcoman carts might be 
concealed there. I crawled to the place through the under- 
OTowth, but found only a sand hill with a lot of dry bi ush- 
wood on it, in the midst of which the post had been stuck 
up. Wearied and disappointed, I determined at 3 i».m. to go 
back to the corvette, leaving Petrovitsh on snore to \/ and 
find out some of the inhabitants. 

We were carrying out this plan, when suddenly a strong 
gale >rot up from seaward, and when only 1,500 paces away 
fromland, we found wc could make no head against it; the 
Avaves broke over us, and Juriev advised that wo should put 
back. 

This storm caused me great anxiety, A)r wo wercAvithout 
provisions and water, and it seemed quite jiossible that it 
might continue to blow for a Aveok ; and the chance of a 
sudden .attack from the Turcomans gave mo another groun.l 
Tor \incah?ines3. Resolvotl to make tho bf'st of it, 1 kiiidcd 
the two fal(?onctB and occupied a couple of hillocks, tlirownii^ 
round the bivouac a chain of sentries, whom Juriev tuid I 
visited alternately from time to time during tho uiglit. \\ e 
also lit a huge "lire to indicate our Avlievoiilxoiits to tlio 
corvette. The line, blinding dust which wa.s Munmi ahota 
c.uised great aiiiif)yanoe to iis till. I dug loi- uc-hIi waU'i* 
liorc, but uiisiicecssl'ully, the water w e got at hciug luackish 
and imtit tor drinking jairposb-. 

In the evening l*otrovil.di caino in with llic news (hat 
hf lia<l iiol. Ibuml 11 living croalurc in (lie maglilM-urliniMl so 
< n1.!iu.-Iv(1 willi lutigu.-and IIuibI, wu a wrclclicd 

ni.rlit in tiu' seuiil. Nfxt dav cur sitmiiicn i.ecaino 

mm-c crific.d wi-ry bear: lliV storm raged will; mcivaMii.g 
rm v, Uio pros isi'-hs oaiiu- to an end, aiul cur (lin t bevnmo 
nairt' and nmr(’ insnlli rahh\ much ho, that ho i*l lliti 
inon <hpl-d tla ir lo-.t hisniiu in the hoii w athoping 
i1h.icI‘V to allay Ma ir ihvadihl paii-n, -wu worn, indo**.l, at the 
la'vl im(\niul iiiiiocdiate uotiuii Lu^camc impcndive ; m I 
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resolved on penetrating further into the steppe, to the hills 
visible in the distance, in the hope of discovering some 
Turcoman habitations (“Yurts as they are called), or, at any 
rate, striking fresh water. I therefore directed Juriev to' 
shift our position to a point nearer the sea and to make it 
more compact, posting only one look-out party during the 
day. I was on the point of starting, when of a sudden the 
long-boat began to sink; we all rushed into the sea, threw 
everything overboard, and with great difficulty managed to 
haul the boat up on to tlie beach, when we found she had 
sprung a leak, but not of a very serious nature. We now 
armed and set out for the opposite edge of the steppe, the 
party consisting of the artillery officer, Petrovitsh, myself, 
four sailors, and two pioneers. 

Y'- Mipwai-ds of an hour we waded through heavy sand, 
and were quito worn out, wlien suddenly we sank to the 
knee in a black bog, wliieli formed the centre of a great dried- 
up salt lako.^ Here I had bitter experience of the deceitful- 
noss of tliC famous “ mirage,for this dry salt lake had from 
afar the ap]>(;araiice of a piece of water, with people on the 
banks ; but when we reached it, lo ! the water was nowhere, 
and the men had turned into bushes, and instead of plunging 
into a cold stream, we found ourselves stuck in a morass” 
W e luad to retrace our steps, and on the way l)ack I dug for 
water in three difiereiit places, but found it all brackish. 

T may nnuition tliat in this scarcli I employed a means 
wJiich I had luiard of in Persia by wdiieli time is Sii.vod : this 
is simply to tire down the hohi one has dug, which l)vings the 
water into it iiiiiruMllately, 'J'he plan was ]n.*rfcctly successiul, 
in BO far as obtaining writer went, but it unlbrtnnntely could 
not altc.r i )io qiialily of iho same. \\ orn out and disappoint¬ 
ed, I JKAv naurned to my J»arty, and determined not to make 
any luvlh-ir attempis, but to trust to the stoiau's going down. 
u\\ 1j .4 tin* Wi'M.tber inijuovod, find we re*;«>lved to di sps(eh llio 
H.'ib ofliirei: end 1;.! .*:.ilors to Ihi.* <‘orv*.'tte in tlit> lonLC-l.>oat. 
Wl.eo lh e mooli 1 o.-e llh loier boat put, Jill. I a nolo 

i»y it 1/ P* ii'ihiaivA doMTil/ing m a lew words our sil.ualioii, 
la -'/•li *.'* bti.i lor 1h ij*. and lollln;*; bim Dial, in the overn. of 
any ini l.ajj. U(3 .“Jioui'l make li*r A‘>lr.iii:iil oii loot. .1 >y nvii.in 
(•5) .1} til' loiig boat r<;i\inic<l v,ilb l>ut a. small suj'|*ly of 
pro\ 1 ,’ioii . 11.1 l-.tior IVton JA-numar-;v onUoaling us ^ 
lel'iin Moannliik ibo >ea bud goln; down, i-^o We embiirkcaj] 
and in (wti ta lin'i’t: boui'.'. I' aelual tlie i’oi'Nijtle Hi salcU.y. I 
Oiok 111', '.ailt.ndi , ami loiind Iji.it \n<' were in ;j7 I’UA'N. 
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<pcordino- to Count Voinovitsh’s map'" this would place us 
aiwctlv opposite the “White Hill,” but the ordinary ships 
chart p^lacS us far to the north of this po.^, f ^ ^ 

the conclusion that the hill before us was the Green Hil . 
Stren<Hlienod in this opinion by the circumstance that the 
Astrahad mountain chain was not in sight, Ave made up oui 
minds to try for the “White Hill” further south. In the 
evening wo wei^died anchor, but the wind was unfavourable, 
and we made little progress. 

On Sunday morning (August 1st) Ave were told that three 
Turcoman craft A\'ere in view near the shore, n e Avent on 
deck and made out 10 boats; they had sails set aud weie 
steering northwards. We were very anxious to pick up at a y 
rate one of the number, and accordingly fired a gun a., a 
siimal, but they did not understand it, and made all -^ail aA\ay 
from us. Wo noAV fired tAVO rounds at them, but they Aveio 
out of range, so aa'o sent a boat in pursuit Avith an armed 
partv, and Petrovitsh among them. An attempt Avas made 
to cdt off the last “Kirshimo,” but Avhen the crew saw their 
situation, they ]u-omptly ran her ashore and tied into the bush, 
their number being 5 men and 3 Avomon. Our party likewise 
landed and gave chase. Petrovitsh managed to stop one ot 
the men and assure him that aa^c had no hostile intentions, but 
had come only Avith friendly designs. On this they all came 
out of their hiding-place and begged for mercy. \V e again 
assured them they had nothing to fear from us, and then let 
thorn all go, except the owner of the boat, who Avaa an old man 
of sixty, and held in great respect by his countrymen, lii.s 
name AA’aa .DoA\ lat Ali. 

In siiite of all our caresses and friendly aHSuranocs ho 
Avould not believe us, but looked on liimsell as a captive, and 
Koemod by his downoast iiearing to expc-ct a terrible late. 

From his replies to our interrogations it amieanal tbat we 
rcallv bad been opposite tlie “ W lute H'jb mid that t lo ‘ ‘ 
vor Hill ” t lav someAvIiat to i Im HUith. I bo * \ urls ol thoso 
Tureommis are utuated betw. cn tlu (no .d.ove iu..m...uod 
liills on the hou-coiisL The I'bua' is called llasstui Kuli. aud 


• .T.-.un.»l of (-'■.lint AoinoviUhVt lixj.caui.'., to .(. > I’aniMiUi ei l/Sl-s**. 
Mot.COW, iHLX ,1 

+ 'riio Silver Hill 1‘naiJ (I'o Tm-oin.um i «v wlioio «l 

.. u,., v.u„... Tt.. -mu. u, ... ........III.. ..mY.r .. haa. 

»I|4. tii atn rm i i ii^ *. lJ.*.. hm 

I,..nil MO IMMil. i.r 1I.I.I. lM/l\^. . I, I ho ilirt OlU.id »Gl«l \ ■ HTHAIJI.. 
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MURAVIEVS VISIT TO THE TURCOMAN INHABITANTS 


General^^P-it^ gone as Envoy to 

1813." The Turcomans 
prettv (rnnrl V . 1 ^ Hill,” and although it is at a 

convenient for their favourite resort, being 
. oats, on which their entire trade depends. 


^JULUiic 1/1 title; tie^Ulltlo. 

Jai ” tfrom tlm river “ Giurgen- 
Sat ha f a d!^ v Silver Hill, and fowe 

ride from^hfgrul^eljSf o'JT ""“‘f 

.» another little rive°r called Khtv^a nS? 

exi,t®gTXfi„rtr:o”f'ttT';r'’' '““ysroat citie, as 

on the'sUver HuraLirbed L Z r "■ O"" 

Groat.§ The Satan Khan o? jldaUrS wta'pet^Sh 
had 80 often spoken was now at Khiva where SI i * 

refuge from the Persians at the close'07^ ™ o^ Isid" 
From what I could gather from Dowlat Ali I thLk I mlt 
thn*t‘Tlf that the Turcomans have no common Ruler but 

tn ^ 1 ^ 

tion five such Chieftains, but assured mo tliat there were inaTy 
more. He further said that the people of Khiva live in S 
amity and constant intercourse with the Turcomans and^hat 
from here to Khiva was a 15 days’ ride. "‘"‘'I 

We could get no more out of him. He showed niudi dis- 
composuie at bmng alone among foreigners, and de.sired to be 
Hporalily lamlod, promising to send Kint A -a to us Tl.il ,1. (rt 

mined UM on casting mioboropposito (ho plnee wiier,- ho said* 


wcslmuld finri some “ Yurts,'' but tha va-V:sholIoiIVcr.,npo^^^^ 


us to stand so Car ofi' IVom (,],e .oust (hat wc aclually los'i 

of it. Ill tlio OVl'MIM''*, Jtl ri. ‘G lli.l-Jil roTl Ilifnf-ir r[ 

decidod ..n Pormmarov’s sugV'-i'io.,, U) put Dowlat Ali’and 
lelrovilHli a^lidio, mikI lo await Ihtii an<l KimI'h 

0I,,.c»,tc tc 11 ,., Silver Hill, \V„ l„,|,v,l " "ct no„r. r ta 

slioro uppoH.t.. this lull and h. „Lini„ a CrG d. nupply „f ,;.,aor 
liH well as to liiiv,/ g,I , lUcilities fo,. oiieiiing rngoliatilmii 


II n cLur 


• Kmi A«,.'n .•l,„i( ,v.il 1... f Ai.,,<,ud.*. 

Utnultc iyj>i of 1 )m« I iin ...iiun l.;ii( ,1 '.s. - .*-1 g * jii, 

+ Jill III ..T, 111 .( 1 . 1 . I, ni-or.—KTiiAiir, 

fcrr ‘.'c,, ‘'••■.v... 

CoKiiir H* 4 i (ouiidoi-or 1,11 II,„ir 1 , 1(1 fnw’/T«, A<i. ^ 
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witli the Turcomans and searching for the best spot for the con¬ 
templated harbour. Until close on evening we lay at anchor, 
Avaitincr for the 'U'ind to fall and enable us to land Petrovitsh 
and D°owlat Ali, but before night-fall it was settled that we 
should go on at once to the Silver Hill, whence I should start 
on my journey to Khiva. In the night we saw the reflection 
of fire in two parts of the heavens. This was put down by 
Dowlat Ali to the dry grass having caught fire. 

We then cast anchor and aAvaited daybreak. At 7 a.m. 
we came to the Silver Hill, and found our sloop which had 
preceded us from Sara, and had been lying here for three days. 

Lieutenant Ostolopov, the Commander of tlie Sloop, pre¬ 
sented Nazar Morgan to us, the Chief of the Isomaclic 
comans who wander in the district l 3 flng round the hill. His 
appearance was pleasing, but was apparently not borne out 
by his real character. Krom him wo learnt that there were 
200 Turcoman families in this Ahl ” (village), who had set¬ 
tled here for good. They are agriculturists, and seem pros¬ 
perous, We entertained Kazar JVlargan hospitabl\, and he 
undertook to conduct Petrovitsh to Kiat Aga, wlio was jn^^t 
tlien attending some fair, or engaged in some commercial 
transactions with the Persians. The dignity of a Kiat is 
very considerable among the Turcomans. He is gcnonilly 
acknowledged as their head by the elders of several tribes, 
yet in a very optional manner, ‘‘for,*’ say they, “ God is our 
only Governor.* Tlieso jieople chorlsli an unconquerable 
hatred of tlio Persians. We wore presently vi lited by oiglit 
'run*()nians, wdioin we fcasled uilh “ pilau/ and did all wo 
could to ingraiiatci onrsolva ^ with thorn. I In' mattiu' in liand 
being Pclrovil.^h s eonvoyainu) to tlio Iviat, Nazai’ JNlargan, 
who had j)reviouslv avfr«MMl (o (‘ondnet him f<'*v thria' ilneat.-j, 
ro.se now in Jiis liomands live, /ual examtually to 10, dneat.s. 
'fhon Ponoiniii’k. V le d all |K0ieUCC, and Hciit them all out <>1 
the (MH-vetto, rotainic.g only Na/. ir Margan, but th.at gentle- 
man uow roruRcd to nud'alal.t; tlio etmimi'.iion, uad lalojiod 

uh 1.0 Oowdiii .Mi *Jh'' laliei agK'cil, lait when w*o 

made liim n aoall jn* a iil, ISa/. a’ h»a’inin.' .'^t> o.xeitiaJ hy onvy,^ 
that W'(' had p.a'ily liUii uillisonu* llmlR and a pountl oi 
gunjMiwdfV. rctiovitsU starlbd tie .i»im «'\onin; 4 . Wo nmy 

pri'dioati^ of do' Tnn-.Muan. «Ual i lu ir i-.«mphmiiodo of living 

slandH in rem.n-k:djJe <‘ontia'-.l l<» (licit iioj'lcdije hist i«»r g<»ld. 

♦ .N KiLiltv .tin lu rui.i-ial..l at -'uIm M’I. > i-l m,. If! Jiii^ 

ii l.ull tny. Vi.l Imaiy nlwt.L.l, .rt, Om honlr»i« il 

iiiiMiH II hi mil)S11'Ajii.. 









Muraviev’s visit to the Turcoman inhabit.vnt3 




The Silver Hill does not appear very lofty. The Turcomans 
say that the nuns of a town, called Gushi Tappa, are to be 
seen on its slopes. I found the latitude here to be 37° 5' 22.".. 

This morning (4th August) I ivent on board the sloop, 
and from that proceeded in a skiff with Ostolopov to get a 
nearer look at the Giurgen Paver, which falls into the sea a 
mile and a half to the south of the Silver Hill. 

The sloop’s boat, carrying 10 soldiers, 2 falconets, and 
1 cannon, followed us, but at about a mile from shore the 

progi-ess. The sailors now 
dragged the skiff ashore, and I got into a “Kulass” (i.e., a 
hollowed-out log in use with the Turcomans as a canoe) 
and proceeded about a mile up the river mouth. 


The river Giurpn flows through a swamp, has a muddy 
bottom 18 from 12 to 24 yards in breadth, and has loiV 


banks, from which stretches on either side the morass, covered 
with a 3-foot high grass. The water tastes bracki.sli and 
smells marshy, h rom its gentle fall, the river has a slu^msh 
flow. It frequently dries up in summer, yet is never entiroly 
without some water. A mile from tho mouth I noticed 
“Paktslui" (cultivation), proving that the Turcomans of this 
part are agricultunsts. At tlu.s point tho livcr is over G feet 
deep, the banks higher aud dry, hut these .sound hanks only 
c-Ktend to a distance of 400 or 800 yards, and, further up, the 
river crawls a"aiii through bog aiiA fen. Al, this point’also 
there is a ford, where the Turcomans cros.s their herds, and 


^ -- - - — - ... 

t-hrougli Avliich the hi;^li road to Astrabad ruriB. I ;vot a /moil 


view ot‘ tJio Silver Hill from hwo. It lioH 3 miles or so 33' 
from the ford. Hero dwell somo Tiutoiikuis, with 
^\hom I conversed fur about two hours; they invited me into 
thoir village, but 1 proiiiiHod them a visit on tlio followimr 
day. Tliuy said it wa.s tho univorsal wish of their country" 
men that tlio Jiii'4.sianB should restore tbo razed fortress <»ii 
tlio Silver H ill, “ for,’ said tliey, wo should ilion bo ui)h; to le- 
veU;jj<' fjnr.'^cdvcH on tho Persians f(»r tbeir ravage.). Wc 'fur- 
eojiuvrr are sttij)id pt noji*, we should liavc rebuilt tlio phu o 
ouro’.;l\ es l/elui'o m»w, out t.luit isa joli \vm eiiiirntt iiian.'i;o:!. Il’ 
t.-jilhd tHii, wefhciidd miir^tei over 1 0,0oo locn, and 
enuld thon ehu.^i i.-n the iahs, a«, in<]t tal. wi' diil ye.ir.s 

i\}/o al this pl.ii'o, wlu ii we thihaled Uio Shdan aod capltned 
inrtTiy IkumI of catlh . ' 

1 iiwkctl them if <)»oy weuld mil lilu. eme' amis Tliev 
h>eU(;d at one anothei with la iuninij t'lucked 

ti'ou and wer.,> evidently -v ip sq.l .,j the Iheu'dit. 
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They have constant intercourse with KWya and assured me 
that with an escort of 5 or 6 men one might safely make the 
journey thither. 

According to them Khiva is a large town and the ruling 
Khan immensely rich. The Turcomans of this district are 
agriculturists; the soil is fruitful, and they are cattle-breeders 
to a largo extent. They are also powder manufacturers and 
it seems that their only deficiency is in mechanical woiLs 
A wood lies at a distance of 11 miles from the river, and 
extends to Astrabad. It is reported to be ot vast ^mensions 
and to furnish good timber. 1 learned that the day before 
my arrival Petrovitsh had been at tins Aid. He . 
started in a Kirshiiue on his way to the Kiat, accompanied by 
Dowlat All and two villagers. 

Oth /luf/ust.—This morning the sloop’s boat was sent 
to bring off Nazar Margan and the notables of the Ahl. 
They arrived at the corvette towards mithday. 

Chiefs appeared as the representative ol KJiaii JJo^\iat AiJ. 
Nazar Margan exerted liiinself to the utmost to persuade us 
that it was quite unnecessary to send Dowlat Ali a Bpocial 
invitation ; but it is probable that his motive was the hojm 
of himself receiving the present intended for tlio Khan. 
When ICian Dojmt Ali did arrive, he explained that he did 
not come earlier, as he did not wish to infringe the custom 
which forbids Khans to pay visits without invitation. 

The true cause was, however, that he did not ^yallt to 
connect himself willi us, as be had an awe of the [\.‘isians, to 
whom lie owed his ICianship. Dowlat Ali Khan nliowcfl 
more intelligence tliaii the oilier TurcomaiiH ; he had Horved 
in fj-ga. r’ ’ ^^"Iian’s aiiny, and boon jire.sont at the sai-k 

of Thlis. lie hao now fallen away from tlie rei.niing Sliali, 
Fatteh Ali, and been forthwith elected tyhief at his nun 
birth-place. Wo gained no further intelligence IVoin him 
beyond what we had already hoard tnnii tlie ntin ; lie 
acLnowledgea no one as having a claim to s.ooreigni v ovi r 
the Turroiuans, and to he raoru I'^irsian tJnm 

in his tcTKlencics. H<’ nanu il to us nFo scuenil of llh> most 
notable unn.jng tlie i ldv rs nr (. Ii*u I'f, sncK u is i.n Agit nl 
the “Alil'' iiascan Kuli, Tignn Kulij kii.in of (Im; vilfign 
(n'Dii. 'repo Alirza .Khan of ll.e raim.* j-Imci*, :irnl KoJ hfmi 
Kulil’ui and d ajjMn (.'.izt «>( .Vti* !*-. I In b‘ua r .\<m K i iin- 
j 1 nnrth of llie “ Ahl h' he on jh« b.info. t-l‘ 

boil* li'.cr^, biii. nhing' ihe wlmlo enur* ’ '•! ili* t*iurgnu run 
111 111 . -• Ml tlw* nun- iliiaitiojis iiiel • lia s. 


VlONVi® 



mceaviev’s visit to the turcojlas inhabitants 

Ponomarev wrote to all the above-named Chiefs, invit- 
r ^ pi'esented the Khan with a piece 

ot pld brocade, and entrusted the letters to liim for delivery ; 
but we kept Kazar Margan on the corvette as a hostage. 

ps that he had it from Dowlat Ali 
inf autumn would see 

+? + tnlt 1 ships with troops and guns, and 

«ia,t they Tveie all m great dread of this. At length 

Petrovitsh arrived to-day with Kiat Aga. The latter°is 
superior to all his countrymen in shrewdness, and acknow- 
edges no superior i or some time Sultan Khan ruled over 
the Turcomans, hut soon abandoned the Govermnent, and fled 
to Khiva, probably from tear ot the Persians Ho had reallv 
no particular right to the Government, and held the rdns 
solely from his superior abilities. He would appear to have 
come origmally irom the confines of Khiva or India and 
devoted himself to the study of magic, whence hly soubriquet 
of Jadugar.” At first Kiat Aga was suspicious and dis¬ 
trustful, and when Ponomarev unfolded to him the plan of 
our Government he demurred for a long time. At last, siiid 
he—“ If your motives are upright, I am ready to serve^ you, 
but you will gain your end jiiuch better in ‘ Cheleken.’ 
There 1 have I'olations, and the coast, too, is far moro 
(uiapted to the construction of the work you conteuiplato, 
and it is only a 15 days^ ride from there to Kiiiva. 

I am ready to accompany you to Cheleken rnysolf, and 
as there are some of Sultan Khan’s people there, I shall send 
your A.gonts with them to Khiva.” I now landed at tlio 
Silver ilill, and thence went to pay a visit to Dowlat Ali 
Khan iii liis “ Ahl,” and (ll.Hcovcrod that the hill 1 liad seen 
Avas only the walls of a large building wliioli had been covered 
with saml irom the east side of iho steppe, and thus from 
a di.^tanco re.sumbled a natural rise, 'fljc inhabitants have 
cultivated tliis sandy soil U) a certain extent. On the other 
sliie ot tli<i building, tow.ards tln^ S(u\, there are many niin.s 
vihible. d'he distance to tlio ‘VVhh’ i.s a little over I,;io0 
pacr's. 1 Ji.dled my escort id’ li! men in front rd‘ the village, 
a.Jid WbUit iil'iiie lt> liio K.haii, win; roeeiveil lau iiiost. <*or<li.ally. 
A litmibcr ol people a-^.st’mbled n.t hi.s Inaise (Kibitko), lu^d 
liiji Wife did nnt witlelraw. 1 bj uutortnined mo with sour 
eaiiHd’li milU .iiid hr*-nd, and begged that J dmuld let my party 
euh'r the villiig'j, whieli I gladly agreerl tee Mir/.iv Jvhan, 
to wlioiij bonomarov had written, was air* .ely in the ** Aid.” 
Il<j visitcfl liie at l)owla< Ali Khati’s house, aii'i • vplf.saud 
desire to accompany mo back to the coi voUr*, but afterwards 
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his mind, and said he would await the arrival of the 
tliree" other invited Chiefs. The Khan Avas very anxious to 
see our soldiers "‘play with their muskets’’ as he expressed 
it, for,” said he, '' Ave ha.A^e heard from all sides that the 
Russians are so highly instructed, that Avhen one man strikes 
the ground with his foot, 300, or even more, Avill do the same 
thing simultaneously, and this I should much like to see. I 
made the soldiers go through some manoeuvres and fire, 
Avhich filled all the spectators Avith astonishment. 

The dwelling-places of the Turcomans are constructed 
like those of the Tartars in Georgia, that is to say, they con¬ 
sist of rush mats stretched on long polos, the Avholo being 
covered A\dth felt. 

Their Avomen are not kept in priA'-acy, and the features 
of the latter arc agreeable and pretty regular, their dress 
consisting of coloured ShiroA^ari,” a long red chemise and 
a head-dress Avhich has much in common Avitli the Russian 
^‘Kokoshniks,” only it is two or three times as Iiigli. This 
liead-dress among the Avealthj" is edged Avith gold or silver. 
The hair is shown on tho foreliead, but combed modestly off 
on either side and plaited into a long tail behind. 

7th August .—This morning I visited tlio Silver Hill, 
tixking Avitli mo workmen and iniplciuouts in tl)o lopes of 
procuring some coins among tho laiins, so as to establish tho 
age of the ancient city. It was, howi'ver, neceseary first to 
divert the attention of the Turcomans from my intentions, so 
I landed an officer Avith some soldiers and a drummer, and 
while these entered the “ Ahl ” and went tliroiigh military 
exorcises, 1 proceeded undisturbed with my researches. 1 can¬ 
not give any Batislactoiy explanation Avith regard t*) these 
ruins. The Silver Hill is, as above nieiitionod, only tho .*.11011 
of some huge building or fortress, wliidi li/iR boon co\c rod 
with sand from the eastern ^ide . nevertheless witJiin those 
Avails I found toiul>s, ami, ind« rd, got at some humari 
remains, buried .after tho ^Inh*•m^alan f\s]iioTi, i.i\, roNtiiig on 
mio side Aviv.h the liead tm'iuds llm imrtle(*:i«n|. | (fuijli 
these nmst ho Turcoman bniihs and vory .anciont. The groat 
^'' dl i-i ubt»ut OoO tVot long and ».»v( r VI foot in hoiglit. It 



miST/)y 



MCRAVIEV’S VISIT TO THE TURCOMAX IXIIABITANT3 


placcs I fouiid tile remains of buildings, 
owers, stair-cases, and such like, faced in the most regu- 
lar manner with great bricks over a foot tliick. Here also 
tn heaps of loose bricks, stretching into the sea 

jLf f 1 01' <^"'0 hundred yards. It struck me 

that those ruins were not the work of ordinary decay, but 

lli£f structures had succumbed to an earthJpiake 

Tff seemed to liave been cut sharply 

oii^ 80 to say, at a certain point, ^ ^ 

The people about have found many gold and silver coins 
here, and the tradition is that the fortress Avas built by the 
Russians, " who once possessed this sea-board. I ducr down 
mto one of the round towers but came upon not]iing,"except 
some c?c5r« of glass and earthenware jars, possessing none of 
the characteristics of Russian work. I jvould have pursued mv 
researches further and have worked down to the very founda- 
tion, but the tremendous lieat quite overpowered tlie labour¬ 
ers 1 had employed, » 

The description of the Silver Hill given in the History of 
the Russian Naval Expedition to the Caspian Sea in the year 
1782 under Count Voinovitsh does not in the least agree Avith 
my own personal observations. In that account the Silver 
Xlill is described as an island, which it most certainly is not. 
It is therefore reasonable to suppose that the discrepancy is 
duo to the frequent alterations on the shores of the Caspian, 
CRUsed by alternate encroaching and retiring of the sea. The 
Kiat and other Turcomans declared that the Silver Hill really 
had been an island, atid had only become one with tho dry 
land five or six years ago. I landed early with Kiat, and made 
a survey of the country between the Silver Hill and tlie River 
Ciurgeii, then went up stream, and came across anotlier little 
riven* running into the Ciurgen fican tlie north, its banks 
covered with s«Mlgo. Kiat declared that formerly an arm of 
tiic sea sepru'iiicd tho Silver Hill from the main land at this 
‘loint, and turtliev toj<l rnc to warii my people who Jiad gone 
water nut scatter, but to be on tho look-out, as tho 
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* ')'.ry priibiiMy h' lu'', c the i»lraLo SiciiUa lUu in (u liavu I'cnn thn foiiu 
\iMl Mt>, lor iliiriiii jm-vit ilio r,af,i <M-n Coiif.l of tliu 

Til. r iV. . r 11 ill i Ini lie f. Iwvlr.u.i. in tb- wull i.nw rull, d Kj 'im Alui fjcoM 
A1 n ‘ III , \viiU Wijvo BCttlioifMi l•nlJdl i» i-inh ii.< K iii vi 

iimi.y '''ll' iliij of ^vbiLl) ui.a « r ilm iNidl ur«' r«> h«j loniul .it ll"’ 

dtiy ul) uiwi.fT rbn rU’l.l br.nk .iT flu; dit 

‘.my lie'll nil fbn.'iin .>r ibin v>nll. rm Huum it.l*.ii njuiMn. in d','’ 

(Jt imtit.xlo (C ivlm linldn iL to br Ibt* boviinlary bi iWM ji •^riiiininl 

Jlrnn. 
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OF THE EASTERN COAST OF THE CASPIAN SEA. 


Persians had bribed the Turcomans of other “ Ahls” to shoot 
us from the cover of the reeds. 


11 th August. —The heat was insupportable, and wlien, at 
r.M., I had completed my survey, I took refuge m the 
and was received in a very friendly inanner by Dowlat Ah 
Khan and Nazar Margan. Kiat told me that the White 
Hill,” called in Turki.sh Ak-Tapa, had originally by 

the name of “ Ak Bartlain,” derived from a 
known in Russian also as Bartlain. 


There is a spring in a cleft on this hill, from which 
spouts a jet of salt water with groat noise. 

17 </i Aimiist.—Kiat, Dowlat vVli Khan, and Kojam Kuli 
Bey (another of the Chiefs) now as.somblctl on board the 
corvette, but Mirza Khan and Tagan Kolij Kluui <lid not put 
in an appearance. They sent us a message telling us to vait 
for them, but I believe they only wanted an opportunity 
when their coming would not excite the susjiicion of tlic 
Persians,—a consideration which was always present in tlioir 
minds. Put Ponomarev would not wait for them. Ho 
l)ro])oscd to tlic lliree Chiefs that they should send Kiat 
as Envoy to the Russian Governor in Georgia, giving him 
letters of credit and the ])owers of a plenipotentiary. They 
received this proposal with great satisfaction, and desired 
to gain the acquiosccnco of all the elders, and indeed the Cazi, 
Iiiinsclf, their spiritual Ruler, who, according to what they 
said, would appear to be the head of the tribe of ^ omiul. 
Kiat undortO(»k to bring the consent of the other Turconian 
Chiets of the Yoinud tribe witliin four day^s, so we determined 
to put him asliore, and then to proceed to Ifassaii Kuii ainl 
.•nvait his return at tliat ]>lacc. Then wo wore to go to the 
Pay of Krasnavoda, lying by the PalUan, and get tlie (.’hiets 
of (li lt district to subscribe' to tlio alcove-mentioned letters, 
nnd alter that wo were make arrangenioids for my journey 
lu Khiva. 


Tlie dignity of the Kliaiw i'^ not lioreditary ; ihev are 
:ip]M»iii((ul by the Persians, and the j^eople ulx'v ihrin (loiu a 
I'i'card for their snporior wisdom or virliu s. AH are livo, and 
no Tur<*»^nian is the slave, of anol]n. r. I li*? liold . are tilh'd 
h.v whom tliey eitlicr purklia-se m eapiiire. 


1'he pi>\v )!• of the Ak Sakhkah (lit., nhitc beard-.). <n- 
head .doct^al by the |.c.»j»K . apjM-.O's lo h.^ girah r ib.ah 

that. ni ii,,, Khans, and llu; po<i|inn is lhaislllarv so IkUig as 
t)io se-’'.*! -4 (|ualira:ati‘>n^ iii-piri? e<aitjth ncH. 



Muraviev’s visit to the Turcoman inhabitants 

I went ashore, ancUook leave of Dowlat 
7f o + fr’ fourth time offered me the present 

ot a stallion, ivhich, however, I had to reject, because I could 
not take him with me. Then I returned with Kolij Be^ and' 
a 1 elation of Kiat s to the corvette, which had already weidied 
' 1 ibutecl presents among them, and learned from 

IViats relation that the Turcomans on the Persian frontier ac- 

Persians, whilst those on the 
/ further north, do not recognize their autho- 

rity Un the whole, it is iinpossilde to say of this people who 
. leii rea Ruler. AVe landed ICiat’s cousin, and directed 
him to go at once to Hassan Kuli, and let the Eliat know of 
our shortly-to-bc-cxpected arrival. 

Adecided or earnest character, and 
none ot that love of justice which characterizes the Caucasian 
type. 


rni race is devoid of all ideas of hospitality, 

rheir only thought is money, and for a trifle they are r.ro- 
Ijaicd for jmy miseness. T-hoy have no idea of obedience or 
di-seipline, but ifa clever and enterprising individual starts up, 
tlicy ackmiwledge him as their head without (juestioniiig hi.s 
light to the post. Sultan Khan’s case is one in point. They 
are enually devoid of jmblic spirit and of modesty. A. man 
calls himself a Chief or an elder only to make something by 
It, and his neighbour forthwith adopts a higher title to siiite 
him, such as yVk Sakkal, See. I lie language of the Turcomans 
m Turkish, and their diah.ct resembles that spoken in Kasan. 
Is'om: of them, ex.cc[)t the priests (Mulla.s), can read or write, 
’flioy are Maliomedaiis and followers of <,)mar. 


Although strict in observing religious coreninnies and in 
praying at the prescribed hours, they are totally ignorant of 
tlie Jii.,t jn-inciples of their hutli. ‘ Physically they are a 
fine nice, tall and broad shouldered. Tliey uoar a short 
heard, .'uul greatly re.a inblo the (silnmcks hi llicir featnioH. 
l-hey dress allcr ihe Persian fashion. The women dres.s 
tln;ir liair with great can^, and atlai.h a nnndicr of Jingling 
silver gttw gaw.s to ilie plaits behind. If 1 haiipcn.;d tT. 
idray niu speeled into :in .\hl. I wenld lind Ih.m in Mi„ 
Minipl.' I tid lp , hilt hi fore I I. ft they would all he siti ing i •• 
tnail o( ilieir liinisi s, dressed in (lieir viiy hi -I. These re- 
MiKil ■. apply only to till 'I’ll rcoi mil..s i.rilie •‘Silvi-r Jllll,” "ho 
hive. ;H'<|irnii(| I’l-r-iaii niniini I-; ' and eiistoni-’. ii. n .•'■rt.'iin 
I vli-nl. I hi; N'orllierii I'lm uimiiis dilli r (’imi>i tlie '' t>'iln-s 
Cl 1 H ..111 h raidy, Wii arrived in tin cin vi ito h'.lbr^- Ilacsim 
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OF TIIK EASTERN COAST OF THE CASPIAN SEA. 

Kuli, but on account of shoals had to keep out to sea, so far 
that the land was invisible to the naked eye. '^ith the teles- 
cope WG descried r number of 1 urcomiiii cicift. J.he latitude 
was here ascertained to be 37° 27 51 . 

27th August. —Ponomarev and I now went ashore with 
a quantitv of presents. It took us two hoiiis to leach laud, 
and wo Imd liardly done so, wlieii such a breeze spran,i>* up 
from the seaward that we could not regain the corvette until 
the 31st. 

On account of the shallow water wo could not bring our 
boat nearer than 600 yards from land. Kiat came to meet 
us with all the inhabitants of the Aid, and we found a Ivibitk 
prepared for our especial residence and provided with hand- 
some carpets. There arc 150 Kibitks in Hassan Kuli. .boat¬ 
building is carried on hero to a certain extent, timboi being 
broindit for the purpose from the Silver Hill (iistrict. I 
found tlie remains of an old redoubt, built years before by 
Kiat as a safeguard against the attacks of the Kalclas, who, it 
ap])cars, arc much dreaded by the Yomiuls. 

The name of Hassan Kuli is derived from that of the 
founder of this tribe, who settled here in ancient times. This 
strip of land was then an island, but in these days it is con¬ 
nected with the main land on tlio north side, and toi'ins a 
peniiibula, separated from the land on its oast side l>y an arm 
of tlio sea 11 miles long l)y five and a half broad. Poth this 
estuary and the peninsula run due north and soutli. The 
iHjninsula is only 1,600 feet across and four miles lung, 
C)[»i>oyito the Aid, E. S. E., on flic other side of the estuary, 
the little river Atrek falls into the sea. On its Ijank.s llioru 
are many Yurts of Turcomans belonging to this same \(.)mud 
tribe, and the inhabitants of Hassan Ktdi dejuaul <»n it for 
t]i<#ir sup]>ly of frusli water. Kiat took great p.iiii.s to mmiso 
us with Turcoman sports. 1'Jiese <‘onsi>ted in .sh<a)l jug at a 
mark both with tfuns and Ijow.s and M.nows. \\re.'-lling, and 
rimuing races, ami the coinpotitovs were incited to tlo lluur 
utm(»:st by the money A>I)ieh bonomarev dealt out v ith no 
sparing haml. Their fire-arms are iiu^sr iuli rinr, and llnii 
pi»\\'dei* has jn.'» strength, dln y seldom liit the inaik. 
of the compctitois Were VDinU rliill^^ well-dressed. Ilf (ril'O 
leads a pretty la/.y llf‘ , and il may tlf tvlbre 1»< ;Msumeil dial 
they <l«a'ive a largi; piolil lr<‘in (he lUu t’juk* (la v eMe <ge m, 
Mv., I'urrying naplitha ami .:ah tlf I’^Tsinu fiiii l.et. I h* > 

nniitiallv di-'po&o ol ahotit ’* l*ud-* b ' i --lull) «»l Ilf 

arlirlfs. 'J'ljis tfaile lubuig ‘ imm iiartieulio I v i'* (IfTmeo- 
mall' dw'llmg round tlic If v of lialKan. wlm proiin*’ 
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^nhnvff*' from the Naphtha Island, but the 

ami -r Kuli purchase their stock from them, 

of tl-io 1 ^ good profit to Persia; hence the circumstance 

vJrt 7- Po®®93smg so large a number of boats (Kirshimes). 
nonS are manufactured at Hassan Kuli ; the 

smunt workmen on the whole. Their silvcr- 

for fH'! fill sorts of medallions and coins, which servo 

is a +T.V ^ oinment of the women. Their musical instrument 
IS a two-strmged guitar. 


the A graze their flocks and herds on 

their nvl? ^mrgen. From the insufficiency of 

Iblo -’‘7 ^k-aw to a consider¬ 

able extent on 1 orsia lor gram. On the peninsula itself 

water-melons are the only ycgetables that thrive. The yearly 
take ot fish has lor some tunc back been reduced to a half of 
what it used to be. In winter they catch many swans, uti- 
izing only the down. On the coast snipe or wood-cock 

*¥ P^^P^*^ “ J’kik ” and Kunkaitak). 


On the steppes and the reedy lianks of the Atrek wolves^arj 
to be met witil also lo.xos, wild goats (“ Jairau”), wild pig, 
.lacl.als, &c. The wind almost invariably blows on to the 


•j j , ■ , . “ .* iiiY.iiiably _ 

laiKl Jiere, which renders communication difficult. It is very- 
desirable that the Ilas.san Kuli estuary .should be carolullv 
BUI\ eyed and .sounded. At present one cannot a.ssutuo that 
iar;ro vessels could find an ancliorago in it, altliouc^h li<dit 
01 .'lit probably couhl. Tlio following arc some of tho r^riuci- 
pul Chiefs of Hi.,ssan Kuli :~I]-Malioined, Kliau Jlaldi, 

J )owlat Ali, and wo may add the naiuc of Klat. There arc 
otlicrs who are on liud ierniH witli Kiiif, lo (he yVlil is 
divided into two factions, of which KiaCs is at present tliu 
Htronger. 


26 th Aiojf(st, --Towards evening l^;trovitHIl urrivoil 
lioin the Airck Rivrr, whither ho Iiad jnoeix-ded tin. day 
lyefovr, and brought with him the (Jazi and Kojani Kuli iCy, 
will» are much respeetod by the Turcuiiuin.s. 'Allhmigh tin* 

(.'.1/1 ^\;ts vary young, they paiil the gn alest «le(i:rv.ai(‘e i.j 

Imu, because be liad ifilniiiti'd the iligoiity from his fatiier, 
\N i\o !iad <*oiniiiaii‘l< d luiivej'.i.d eonhdi'ncc. Wo seoii woti 
iiiin over l»y present'^, din: ne.ci vjsaiy doiunni hts luul 
bevJU iiiib:>eril»«*i| fo by Hu pi iiu ipal ( liitU:-;, liut l'‘Uh»marev 
still d‘ ^li’i ‘I f liM r IC.i I, 1 1< III M pi’f 'lei 1 1 J 4 •^ hhi v i»\ I o ^ *u r ( J ovi re 

JiK'Tlt by (In; v'oie . c)( all Hie 'I'nnMuuinr. l ie an t/idingly 
a. a'iiil’li:d dll rjir, ( In (t.r, Hu ( ’.izi and Kiat, and tiu 

)iUl‘.r uui i Ii iIimI , • ,ii . /.a, i.n’ (|i,: j.n .1 id inba^otul*ir. 
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But Kiat took offence because we had made out the list of 
notable Turcomans without consulting him, and . 

had o-iven presents to Meer Said, Haji Mahomed, and 
KulftNvho had been made “ Sirdars ” tor their valour), and 
he Us the more irritated because, as it seemed he had 
previously promised presents to several mdiyduals 
his own^ account (who were now disappomted). Ho 

accordino-ly wanted to make us feel his displeasuie and m\- 

^S^^nce°the influence he held over the others ^ Jo 
persuaded his adherents, Il-Mahoincd ancl Khan Haldi, to 
Lcept nothing from us, and to avoid coming near us even 
M'c^oon, however, pacified him by 

not give any more rewards without lus consent. ^ 

one of the Chiefs rejected his present, as being 
value. Ponomarev gave him a fresh one, but when _ 

saw this, they also all demanded more costly gifts, and even 
a ragged Mulla had the presumption to return lus PO’ 
us with signs of displeasure. Ponomarev now lost patience, 
and abused them roundly That turned out to bo *l‘-r ^ 
way of restoring order, for tranquillity re-appealed m the 
Alil directly. 

dot/i /lio/if.s'b- AVhen the wind fell a little we started 
back to the corvette, and got on board after a tour hours 
sail Kiat alone came with us. for he would permit no one 
to accompany him and share his pretended labours, i.robably 
from dread lest he should lose for hiinscU some portion ol 
the rewards and distinctions which he looked forward to (roni 
our Governmeut. 


316’^ AiUjdsf .— Wo ^voi.^^hod aticlior, but liad to spiutl 
the duv in tacking backward's and forwards. Kiat inlorms mo 
that the 'I’urcouians dwelling to the south ol tho l.,iy ot 
Balkan, both along the coast and iii the interior ol lhe.siep|.e, 
are divided into three tl ihos, n.., Vemuds, 1 aUas. and lY-'k 
Ians. 'fho last named tribo (Kioklan) is distinguished tc.i 
Its predatory habits, and will often fdl upon Hie \ omuds 
theiLolves and carry oil' tlu-ir i.roj..iiy. these two lubes 
have, eonsequcntlv. been at war f..r .i long dine, havmg . np.yeit 
peace only during Sultan khan , da\>=. .• pod-ilorv 
Takk.is we're quelled by H... Ki.an ol kbiva in 1 s I-5, when 
i’h> maivlied throiigli tlieir uirilory a;.; ainsi lln- I eiMi.ii., witli 
ai.' artnv of gn.OOo nieii. He mine \ onni.l is il'Siveil lioni 
a pi.tnsrcb of (bat name. win. b..,l iliPe wives. I'b.' Im I boro 
bun luo s.ms. .luni ainl SIc.r.b, Hio cond hole him 

Kujul. and (he third Mairani ,"'lnib, )•'^.•nl tlie-s.. I.au aous 
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sprang the four chief clans of the Yomucl tribe, each clan 

founder. These four 
closest bonds of union, and aftbrd 
nr^\ protection. The first and second (Juni 

) /^re particularly j-’emarkable for the closeness 
ot their relations. These two tribes number about 15,000 
ami les, tie third (Kujuk) 8,000, and the fourth (B airani 

II- I mentioned, these clans are closely 

a lec wi 1 one another, but the Bairam Shah clan has an 

ft Khiva. Each clan has its pavti- 

trih J 1 Kuli Boy is the Chief of the Sharab 

tribe, but the Cazi is Mahomed Tdgan. 

This individual stands high in the eyes of the Yomuds, 

c *1 ^ ancient family, and partly because liis 

lorelathers have always filled the office. The Yomuds graze 
their herds in summer on the banks of the Atrek and Giur- 
gen; m winter they inhabit the country about the Ak-Tana 
and further m the interior. The Chief of the Junis is Nadir 
Khan, he Jives m Atta Bai, w-licre also dwells the Cazi liy 
mime Dowlat Murad. The Kujuk Chieftain is Ana Yhircli 
Khan, but he has fled to Khiva. The Cazi of thi.s chin is 
dea.d, and no successor has been appointed to his otfice. Tho 
Baiiam bliali Chid is Mang Ali Sirdar ; he also, with many of 
his clan, has tied to Khiva. 

In time of need the tribe of Yomud can place .‘fO.OOn 
liicH m tlie liuld, but hardly a tliou-aiid (d* these arc proifirrly 
auiicd. 1 askedK.iat ub uut the C^ulf of Kurabo»'‘as.s, wliicli is 
sai<l to absorb tlie waters of the Caspian, an.l iTc as.smxd me 
that that uas tlie belie! ol tlie ^J urcoiiunis. 


ist -d'o-da\ ^se were bcealiiied, and liad (o 

anrlioropposite the (In-eji Hill. The latUr is conical in rorni, 
ainl lilts tlirco limc.s tlic dianicf.-r at tlio l»;i <c th.it it Ian al 
Ihe Hiiinniit.^ Tlaue i-i a rlmsm on tlii i hill ^^iinilar to that 
on the .Ak-1 apa (W hite I J ill), from which .salt water i.s tlirow u 
lip having a very piingo.nl smell. Tho 'rurcornan.s call llm 
Croon Hill Jiarllank’' or ilio.s .Ikutlauk;' oc. skv l)lue. A 
lit.tlii to thoKOUtii oj* llils bill, roahpiltc Ky the sea side, thcju 
htuntJa an e»lil iiio.-s(|ia; called “ Mania 1\ ms, ’ oi* iVlaiden's 
breast. l’'roiii ihe Sdver Jlill to lla-.^aii Kuli tlic di.-^taiice is 
8)5 miles : from IhiHsan Kuli A k-T.a[)a (^Vdiit*' Hill) 
milos ; and from the latter («> the (been Hill ‘Jo and a ha'd' 
iniluH. 


\jluf StJtf( 

\ •’liiml the J sljuii 1 of 


I o\San d ; ia*»«n e sighital N;r.'Idlj i 
Aguialiin ..n oar luriaaiid. ‘ 
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could not distinguish it by reason of its low beach and the 
• distance which intervened. I found the latitude to be 3!) 
10' 20" N. at the entrance to the bay south-east oi JN aphtha 
Island. The latter island as well as tlie before-mentioned 
hills to the eastward have the appearance at a distance of great 
yellow heigths. In Count Voinovitsh s work, quoted betore, 
those islands are very well and exhaustively described and their 
position correctly given in the appended map. In those dap 
Dervish was still a separate island, lying soutiiward oi JN aphtha 
Island Point, but for 15 years it has formed one with the latter, 
probably owing to volcanic agency. In the afternoon ve an¬ 
chored about five miles from the -A-hl^ on the south side of 
Naplitha Island. Ponomarev and I visited the Ahl, vhich, 
however, consists of only 15 Kibitks (families), who have been 
settlors here for long. The peojilc supjiort tliemselves by 
traffic in naphtha and salt, which tliey sell to the lurcomans 
ol* Hassan Ivuli and the Silver Mill district. ^ I he naphtha 
sprinfi^s lie on the other side of the island, vhich is also in¬ 
habited. The islanders say that, all told, they may aggregate 
100 families. They all belong to the Sliarab tribe. The 
island ])osscsscs only four Avells, tlie water of which is j)ietty 
good, but sbghtly brackish. 


In the middle of Naplitha Island tliorc are several patches 
of pasture land, which support camels and sheej'*, but the 
people have no horned cattle. An insignificant wood .supplied 
sufficient fuel for the winter, which, according to tliem, h very 
rigorous liere. The landing-place by the ^Vhl afibril.'s gjtnl 
.sirdtor to fho Turcomans’small craft, as it is |vrotectud by a 
tongue of land running parallel to tlm east shore. In ilie 
roads largo sliijis can lie in perfect sivurity, ns there are good 
anchorages everywhere. Some of the islaiulcir leim lubered 
(kmnt VN)inovi^';h (ns far back a.. I7se), whom iheyslsl. d 
“(Jount Khnn.” 


3)'d Srpti'nifK d;ivbn?ak uo weighed aiiehuj* aiul 

-iteered S. S. U'. (ur the .strait Ifctween the islands uf |>. i\ i.h 
jiiul Agurchin or Aidak. 
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for people coming from a distance. In sum- . 
Jr uninhabited, save by flocks of sheep 

cccutV^'ihrit Hliepherds. In Vinter a few families 

the So ! wl^atcver, so 

wnb.r Jl • \ ooiustramod to make use of the frozen .sca- 

Th^JJod ^^’ loses all its acrid and salt taste, 

o • fiuO ^ for oil requirements in the way 

wild summertime here, the 

water'’ Tt mouths without 

credence to this, although one 

water in tb J ^•’ I ^ v "o^^^or a drop of salt or fresli 

animals alkl tl Jff i Probable that these 

animals allay their tliirst by means of the moniing dow, which 

IB frequently very lieavy in this place ? Our original intention 

was to have passed through the strait dividing Dervish and 

Agmrchm, but this w.as frustrated by the iusuflicient dciith of 

water, so we resolved to round Agurchin to the southwird. 

Gth Septetnber.—WQ now steered for the Gulf of Kras- 

b o’lchorcd in 11 fathoms at a distance of ei-dit 
and a half miles from Naphtha Island. 

7th .SVptemZ/er.-—When day broke the Krasnavoda 
Mountains u-erc in sight. Wo weiglied anchor, but were im¬ 
mediately assailed by a violent gale from the cast, which 
drove us lar out to sea. 


Hfh Septavh<’r.—\Vi^ ran into the sound botwoon the 
knia:,,t Kra -.uavnd.a and Nuphlh.a Islaiul, and iiiado out the 
I. alkali range, ,vi called Irmii its highest peak, which startHup 
a .riiplly li.m, the oaM.aii side of the bay. Tliis mountain 
chain i xtuiid.-i all round tin; imy. The wind did not permit 
UM at first to go along the weslcrii shore, so as to let me land 
attlio “ Oog ' rock, from which point Kiat rccommoiulcd I 
Khould start (..r Khiva, and wo only arrived off it hy ovon- 
(.oujit VoiJiovi1,-li r. Danative, in 54011,ji-il verv correct 
iiiako.4 out that there is a sainl-haiik liero covered In some 
places hy only two feet of w.ilor. hut tliis is not now the ca.se 
loi Wo louii.l a depth of over JJ lathorns riglit up to the beach. 

I hi; iliitcroiiaiicy is piobably due to the same oarlliqmdce 
uhi.h coiivortod On lokon (Napl.tlm Maud) and DorviHli into 
."10 IS and. Ihe moimtaiUH on the iiorthorn shore of the Day 
o| l^nlUiiM prosuni a yellowish app. airuu'c, and con. picuou's 
among them are two rocky Jieighi - of a perfectly black 

U)lh S<’pt, ml>rr.- ]u ilic foreim .u u, . ut. ivd l.ho Day 

of K.)'a,Hmi\iKlii, niid aiiclioii.l I, .,,,1 lioio isiid ill Ilii.'o 
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xkthoms. All along the coast there are pasture lands and 
springs of fresh water, just like on Krasnavoda 1 omt, which 
has an abundance of excellent drinking water. Iliis promon- 
tory afforded us protection from the violence of tlm sea, ike a 
breakwater. The northern shore of the Balkan Bay is lofty 
and consists partly of high rocks. On the tongue o .inc 
there are several Yurts, and a population of about oO lur- 
conian families ; it is nine miles in length by three across. As 
ships find a secure harbour in this bay, it seemed bettei adapte 
for the .site of our projected fort than any of the places we 
had hitherto examined. The necessary wood is obtainable 
from Cheleken and Darji, and, indeed, the mhabita,nts a.s.sert 
that timber is to bo found on the heights ot the Ballcmi 
range also. On arrival we immediately .sent Iviat ashoic to 
get hold of somebody who would accompany me on my 
journey to Khiva ; we then landed in a body, and refreshed 
ourselves at a well hewn out of the rock. 


V2th September.—A.t daylireak I landed, and, going with 
my gun into the hills, succeeded in making a fair bag of sni[)o. 
The hills which hero form the coast lino are very stee|>, and 
consist of masses of a friable rock, which crumbles undei the 
feet, rendering one’s ascent by no moans ea.sy. 1* rmn the 
lieights one has a glorious and extensive view of the whole 
country round. Our ship lay at anchor oppo.sito a cape , the 
latter 'is intersected by two rocky ridges, not very lofty, 
between which runs a level valley south-eastwards li.> the sea 
and sou tli-wiintwards to the Ivra.snavoda promonloi y. On tlm 
other side of this valley there is a rocky declivity, |•..rming the 
boundaiy to the mighty steppe stretching away towards Khiv.i. 


\‘ith Sep!ember .—The most eminent Chiefs of the Tur¬ 
comans inhabiting the shores of the Ihiy of Balkan now 
assumbleil on hoard tlie cmvolte. 'fheso aero JJuIla Kail., 
Hakim Ali Bev, Afoer Said (from llassnit Jvnh), 

Bul.ad Boy, Mahoinod Alizaz Margaii. Tagaii Niyaz, and 
Kyal Yarsliik, tlm owner of the well o|)posito to when; wo 
amihored. They stayed on hoard all dav', and only lell ns 
lute in the evening. Ponom.arov and I ven( ashore and gaao 
the (iJIiiolrt an eiili rt.umo. n(. wliich ibev lep.inl liy .sloiwmg 
ns Home wre.slling, .shouting, and (he like. No bn.sine-s wa.a 
dune will, the Chiefs .m thi.s da v ; uidy K iat excrl< d himself 
in endea' iHUs t" bring them mio the Imnmnr to neci pt (inr 
jnopiisals. J.Ic named a trustwui th\ ni.iti, mv ".lan iilar 
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to Khiva, but the individual himself would not agree, so Kiat 
sent for another man, by name Said, who arrived on the 
following day. 

15i/i September .—To-day Kiat re-appeared on board the 
corvette with all the Qhiefs, who, by way of signing the 
agreement, smudged their fingers with ink and smeared them 
on the paper. Mulla Kaib at the same time confirmed and 
ratified their joint consent, whereupon the allotted presents 
were distributed among them. 

Meanwhile I was making terms with Said, who was 
willing to start for Khiva on the 2l8t September (according 
to their reckoning the 12th of the month ‘‘Sulhaji”). Ho 
agreed to take me to my destination and to bring mo back 
for 40 ducats, whereupon I advanced him half of that sum 
as a “handsel.’' 

17th September .—I went on shore to purchase a horse 
for the Khiva trip. They brought me, however, such a 
wretched animal, old and small, that I would hardly have 
given two ducats for it; still they had the effrontery to ask 
mo 20. I therefore detennined to do without a horse alto¬ 
gether, and to make the long journey on a camel instead. 


CHAPTER U. 

Journey to Khiva and stay in that Khanate. 

\7th September .— I was now ready for tlie journey to 
Khiv^lmflct out ou it, tonithed f 

Khan—one from the Governor-General, Alexis 
Jei-malof the other from Major Ponomarev. 1 he contents of 

tlmXrmU were as follows The Governor of Astraccan 

and Georgia, provinces of the 'voidd-renowned, 
and most prosperous Russian nation, and 

tants of thi comitry from the shores to His 

borders of the Caspian, tenders friendliest 
Highness the illustrious Ruler of the .JX Xmr 

wishes hiiri lon^^* life and much hai)piness. lie has the hono 
Jo intimate that by means of the trade whidi brings be 

people of Khiva to Astraccan he has tor long bS iii'Uv 

with His llighnoBs’ subjects, members ut a laeo bnlliai > 
fanious not ordy for valour, but also for miignam.mty and a 

noble intellect. ^Much rojuieing, nioreovor. 

im- fame of His Highness’ great worth, doci) wisdm, am 
distinguished virtues, the mulorsigned yearns 
more Ultimate acquaintance with His Highness, and Ion s to 
establish friendly relations with that l^.m t ; 

wherefore, as a consequenco of this ad.li ess, ‘ ‘ 

favoured bv Heaven, in tliat it opens the gate o1 liiemlship 
ami harmo'ny between us, ho ohorishos tbo pleasing 
in future, bv virtue of these sentinienl-- ami ‘-‘'V'''X 
on the part of His 11 iglines.s and llis ligbuoss sni p,.m, tlio 
happy path .shall be opcmsl up by whu-h tlie gieal J-'"' 
of lluslian trade may be enjoyed and eternal pe.aee -V 

l.,o founded on gonuuio faith ami loyalty between llm two 

JKitioilS. 

“The bearer of this, wbo ha.s al,so been el, urged will. 
V* rhnl messages bv tlm m.d. ,>I.gned, will have (be Imnor per- 
sunallv to assure Uis lliglmess le.w desirou.d the uudeiHigmd 
is to'maki-. up a lair bo.„|m.( ..f mutual alli,.nee " 

oanlen of fri. nd.dop uith Hi- Higln.ess, ulneh '’'■'■’I'" ' h 

be lirmlv bound togetber bv an nuinterrnpted pea,. It a ll 
furtlnn b.- lb. bear, , V duly lo report, on Ins re iini. llm . 

lion llial shall h.\,e been ao.-md,;.t bim, ami lli> .. 
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VnrtwHighness, SO that the undersigned may 
I ^ have the pleasure, next year also, of sending 

friendly tokens, and charged "vvith the assui’ance 
ot deepest regard. 

crvc. In conclusion, he prays that God may lengthen His 
. “ ne ^hness days, and bless him with glory and pros- 
S^Sier Highness’ obedient weil- 

“ Jermalop, 


General of Infantry. 


^opy of Major Ponomarev's letter. 

‘ ^ serene, illustrious, and renowned Gov¬ 

ernor of the province of Khiva. 

and Jermalof, Governor of Astraccan 

and Georgia, dependencies of the mighty and nrosneroiis 

Se BUcf sT''*'’ Til the races dwelling between 

ir,^ ‘‘^ca and the Caspian, being desirous of establish- 

tho CasDhn? Turcoman inhabibmts of 

the Caspian .shores, has sent me to that people. These rela¬ 
tions will be a,ll the more firmly established if your Excollon- 
cy entertain ideas on the subject similar to tliose of our G<w- 

' /I’f" .t|ie people, who aro most deserving of 
iwotect.ou from both sides, shall indeed be blest, and this end 
will bo llic easier attained it your Highness’ subjects receive 
your jierniission to carry tlieir merchandize tliroimh the 
1 urcomaii territory down to the Bay of Balkan, whitl.tu- also 
the llussiaii traders will repair. By this course the caravans 
W'lll reach Astraccan in a sliortor time, and will enjoy inimu- 
mty horn tho robbonos and extortions of the Kinds Kazaks 
wlncli they have now so often to submit to on their joimicy 
througli the country of that tribe. ^ 

^vi'I T'V'^' ■*^^‘■“■'^1'“'! natmn having for long been acijuaiuted 
til K Inva, and Iriendshii) liaviiig always existed betwei. n the 
two lowers it Buemclopcdient i„ (},o Govornor-Gcneial to 
semi Nicliolas xMumyicv as ambaswulor to your sn-ene Iti'-h. 
lies-, in order I/. thu deep rcspoci which ho entertains 

I n- yen. il ic-.trinn,, (;„)...r of the Khiva Khanate At 

’ . ; ^ ' ,,n,ii.i - 1 .to disci, , l,y- ^vonl 

- m-,nth wind,y n.atleis uitl, v„,,r lli^huo. With „.ncli 

•dulii s,, llaeiet, ,|..,.,,;,|.:h il„ envo. and whilst | expi.^H 
llnea-d, him in-, piol.aind n , p. , | fm ynm llighia a., I 
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cit the same time animated by the sincere desire that during 
the auspicious days of your illustrious reign our mutual 
friendly relations may be more firmly bound together by a 
garland of roses which shall never fade, and may be celebrated 
ill the thrilling song of melodious nightingales from the 
kingdom of consolation and heavenly joy. 


I have the honor to be, 

Your Highness’ most obedient servant. 

Ponomarev, Major. 


ISfh Septeinher .—I passed this night in one of two 
Kibitks on the shore with the elder Kyal Yarshik Sufi : our 
chaplain, Lieutenant Linitzki, and xMidshipman Juriev, accom- 
lianied mo. 

\^th September .—On this day I commenced my journey, 
and left the sea-coast behind me. Jly guide Said, who lived by 
the spring of Suji Kabil, had sent mo 4 oamols by one of his 
relatives, named Abul Hossoin, and with these and two 
horses in addition 1 struck into the 8te{)pe. 1 Iiad only my 
servant and Petrovitsh, the interpreter, with me, but I made 
up for the deficiency in men by a good gun, a pair of pisStols,- 
and a large dagger, all of which 1 never had olf my 
person once during tlie entire juiirney. l^etrovitsh was 
always ready 'and willing, faithful to me and of good heart. 
His outward man was certainly not ])repoflsessing, but Jm 
often chcorod mo, even in the most gloomy momonts, by 
his comical humour. Kiat and Takan Xiyaz aeeomjxuiiod 
me to Said's dwelling place. When 1 reached tJa* summit 
of the mountain range ibiinlng the coast line of Mie liay 
of iialkaii; the gvtal slrppt; through vvhi<*Ii niii iny jMtii 
lay at niy feet, a vast sau»Iy Hat with scanty |>ale]i('S o|‘ 
bush here and l.horo. Llaav are i*n>iiu' salt as aim* spiiugs 
not far from tlie coast, round which the TurcoinavH have 
sot up tlieir \"urts. 

Nowhere d<»oft vegetal inn or gras^^ meet tlu» oye, and 
iieverlheloHS herds of camels arnl sliecj* wiiiulor all alMuit, 
foi>ding OJi th*; dry bush'’s A\iih Avhirb the >ite|»()«.’ i.i tlmdy 
sUidd'sh d’lio cjirelesM aial in»:rt Lurcomnns I'Uy (heir ueCo- 
Hury grain in Astrahad m Jvhisa, lisiug for tlu^ i*t;j-l tuifiroly 
on camels milk. l’lund«‘nne^ tiuir o?ily irrnlc riu y \\;jy 
lay l\.v»ian travellers at Aslrahuil and «ell llu'in nw slavi*s 
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inhabitant.' 


in Khiva, often for very lii^h sums. Herf. T i 

my acquaintance Mulla Kaib, and was en^rtainell 
milk. Further along the rokd I came to ms uS J r“l ' 
by some ir,«i<.nftionnf n:ii. “ border¬ 


ed 


insignificant hills, beloncdno- oroLw + i-IJ'' 
Balkan ran^e. Before evening I reached Said’^ M ^ 
yillap (.. Oba”) is iuhabite/ by Kut 

family, wlio are descended from Jafir Bey a scinn nf 
Sharab clan (Yornuds and one of the two pr'incinal 'I'nr r 
tnbes). These Turcoman races are scatteSi Z; [hZvhoTe 
of the steppe from the Caspian Sea to well nigh the ChineL 
frontier. Ihey are split into numerous small septs, each 
having a Chief of its own selection, whose orders are obeyed 
or, rather, who commands deference by reason of his a^ro 
his past plundering exploits, or his wealth. Tlie Oba ’’ Sun 
Kabil contains about 50 dwelling-places and three spvincrs of 
good fresh Avater. It is 17 miles eastwards from the setT I 
put up with Said, who treated me most cordially. 


20th Septemhei\ —This whole day I had to pass in Suji 
Kabil, for the Mulkvs declared that we must not start until 
tlic 2ist, which they considered to be an auspicious day, and 
all endeavours to get my guides away were, consequently, 
futile. Afterwards I discovered that the elder of the Kalta 
tribes had been anxious to persuade Said into not accompany- 
iiig me. The causo of tliis was his friendship for Hakim 
Ali Bey, the elder of the Kirind Shik tribe, whose brother 
had at first olfered to Juu'ompaii}^ me for 100 ducats, instead 
of which 1 liad closed Avith fSaid fur 40. In spite of all the 
Jiieans o! peii^uasioii oiiq)loycd, Saal remHined true to his Avord, 
and, ceiiliitry to tlie oxpectatiun of all liin friend.s, ho receiv'od 
me irito Jos h«)use. This umi.^ual beha/lonr, so antagonisric; 
to the n>ean principles on which the Turcomans frame thtfir 
actiuii.*^, as a. rule, was due to tin- olUccs of Jviat, Avho 
availoil himsell of his porsoiml inlluencc to hel[) me, iji 
tlm hope liuit lio might forward Jiis own ends v/itli our 
Goverimieiit on my safe roLuiii. Ho had thorot'ore talkcil 
o-.er Saiil i/ito accompanying me, ami directly aftin my 
arri'.al at Suji K.ahil, lie twi<^c visited tiiu beforc-iuentioned 
• hh.i ill hi-. ^ urt. [n considering Jus character, Sai«l 
oiu: uj thrj he.t 'litreoinaus I ever knew. Ilia nuuiiier.i 
v,> jc. and u;iC‘Hit]i, and Jf' w.a.s railicr flull, 

l.’H Ji . wa^ al, o lirm, delt i iuiiu ii, and intrejiid, a ctMul 
ho» '< Mini h *r !,' pluiuhring rjiids ir> ‘ o I'l rsia. 

111. acacai s\ M' «*liin »• oi'radicbry, Ui.af on* « ladcJ. 

haulfy c< fi*' r i * ^inoi'ie h'oia ainl die wne 
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person. When he was 16 years old he rode with his a ed 
father into the field. On the third ® 
their Yurt they suddenly canie on a band of hoisenicn 
l^elongino' to the hostile tribe ot lakka. 

The°father was well mounted, but the 
irng. As there appeared no means of escape 
dismounted, and, handing over lus horse to ® 

“ Said, I am old, and have lived long enoudi; 

and canst maintain the fiimily, save thyse f, 

for me I die here.” Said replied as he drew Ins sa oi d I f th u 

wilt not save thyself, come on; wo shall die 

children shall be orjihans, for I am loso \ec , Ti‘inf> 

man.” With these words he also 8])rang froiu his hoi se. Time 
and the nearness of the enemy forbade 

they sought safety in flight, and urged thou liorsts until 
night fell and enabled them to elude their pui suers. 
they reached home the father declared m presence of the 
whole tribe that his son far surpassed him in valour. 1 found 
the character of these Turcomans of the desert niiicli supe¬ 
rior to that of the dwellers by the sea, and think this is due 
to the former not having experience of the knavey practised 
by the traders who annually bring their wares to tlie coast, 
Kiat seized the opportunity now of asking mo lor gifts tor 
Hakim Ali Bey and Ana Durda, two Cliiefs who weietviuol- 
lin.^ with me to Khiva, but entirely on their own business. 
Before starting! made some small prosonts to Sauls wiJe 
and the wives of the other men whom ho had lured to aoconi- 
puny us. 

I wrote a letter to Ponomarev from Suji Kabil. 

21 s< Sei>tember .—At daybreak 1 left Sujl Ivabil, riding 
on a large nn<! powerful camel, which 1 had groat iliHl'ailly 
in sticking to when it rose to its feet from the kneeling [lo.stnrc. 
'I'he caravan consisted of 17 camels, belonging (<> tour dilfcr- 

T • I_1 I r.,.. irYOiill MMli' »iT’ini'l I I 


in I 
ll 


I ho caravan cousistcci oi i< cainois, uuioii^^ojg o* lom •■no 
cut individuals bound for Khiva to buy grain. Tlic |.rin. i|>: 
personage ainong them was Said, the next his coii.sm, Abi 
Hossciru flic third Kulji, and the last Ak Nafas. 'flio wli< io 
tonni followed the loader in a long string," < acli oain. I 
being tied to the oiio in front of him. After going on fur 


* Oil till* ! i caiiM I But I'.-fiiiM, hirfl. 4i IvurJ. niul fnrnu«rlv 

Siiiil'd t'iiiUt r't: ctMu ubiMf. fciliu Imd liC* »i T.? yi-iua Itm oluvo. tui'i uiOidig U> 

iiivprtuo Tm I’ l«d lii'iri l<> f in Ivliivu. On IiIh ri^liiniil f'* purl 

ivifcli li*'i tliiM ul'MP <1 lo c ut,mil uuici.l.i: .iiu giivii In. I* im 

nil,.I ill. . wiiumi. t.ii.liir.Ml ..ii il.ii f.Ml. I li.ll.i.l ....1} i>i riiK-. ■.ll" li'.l (lift i-iiin- 
van ‘lii^ ui' l nU^lil. Imnlly ur nti , luid, v hcii nu MttouUi'd UiO 

t tiinO-. . v‘uUc»i liti muhlir a lAnd. dtO. 
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towards noon, and united ourselves to 

we nroooTr I . The further inland 

owimr ^ caravan increased in numbers 

fby single 
twS dnT ^be road, so that by the 

nSon of +1^‘"'i ourselves in the perfectly barren 

Fil/o^ ooo !.5 our numbers had swollen to something 

A r T« T\-? The quarrel between Hakim 

t^ok'^5fonr'n^t’f ,"®^^bect me. We rode apart, and 
wahvi^l nrm!^ f quarters m separate places. My caravan 
was well armed, and if, as I suspect, Hakim Ali Bey started 
with the intention ot robbing us, he was certainly only deter¬ 
red by feai of our superior weapons. He never greeted me, 
but would sit apart with his companions before his fire, talkinc^ 
contemptuously of us ; nevertlieless on one occasion I mana<red 
to alienate some of his people through the medium of tea,'lbr 
which all Imconians have a passion. Perhaps an additional 
motive for Hakim All Beys avoiding me lav in liis dread of 
an unfavourable reception from the "Khan of Khiva on my 
account. Whatever the cause may have been, I never was 
off my guard, and never laid aside my arms once during the 
IG days and nights we were in the steppe. ° 


In the afternoon we reached a small eminence called 
Kasil Aiyag, which is probably an offshoot from the Balkan 
chain. We pursued our way 17 miles further, thou haltial for 
the night, having to our loft rear the Yurts clustered round 
the Siulniaii well. During tho wliolc journey J suHered less 
from the unpleasant jolting and tho unaccustomed ride o!i 
caniold).‘ick than from tho terrible r/mnd, fu* I found myself 
fdonc without a soid to tidk to. The heat was great, but not 
into!'ntble. 11io .siojjpe presented a most dreary aspect, a 
Very picture of death, or dc'jiopulatiou CMUsed by some luioluy 
Convulsion of nature. Niit an ol»ject lietriiyeci signs of lile ; 
no grass uf>i verdure relVoshefl the eye : only here and there a 
ct,uiite-l piitfli of tiimh Blru«j:Ldod for oxi^tmci* in iloji H.iud. 
J (len t<i juid to my dcj»rossion <’.one tlioiighls ('f the <li^i!ine<» 
between TIP- and iiiy home, and of the r:-k I r.au of {filing 
into cLijil.tviiy :uid }K'rp(tu;il slavery. l.)roadrul pi<,ui’**s 
vvhii'li ijaunt.(;el me tlooiigliout th( wlmli j.airuey ! I wms 
dressed lilo.* it Turctmian, .-md weuu hy the 'furki-fi hame 
of Murad Wi 'X, ' ld(;h -sived loe from nuieli in* [ultcti v e rpu s- 
tioiiiiig, f'(.r, idllunigli all (he criravan [H'opltt knew \\Ie< I le.dly 
was, I was iibviiyH tidoai hu' a 'rurc^finnn of the .IsHr |n;v 
Irjli*^ by ( lie htriingerH sve met ra rfjuft.\ Our cout -<• lay diu' 


e.r ... 
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To-day’s eclipse of the moon lasted over an hour, and 
discomposed the Turcomans not a little. 

They asked me the cause of the eclipse, declared that the 
moon was only darkened in this manner a o c c t 

of their Chiefs or elders, and suggested that the 
ill for our reception at Khiva. 1 now peicci\ec t ^ 

enlighten them as to their mistaken notions, am le 
the wise man of old occurred to my meinoiy, w lo on asn c 
occasion replied by throwing his cloak oyer le leac o 
enquirer, I did this to Said, and asked him if he saw the fire 
beaming before him; on his saying no, I sought o exii am 
movements of the heavenly bodies and how one comes at 
times to obscure the other. The lurcomans di no 
stand me at first, as they thought I iiicludcd a le s ais, ) 
at last it came homo to their comprehension, an icy saic 

‘^Yes; you are truly an Ambassadoi^ a chosim man, lor you 

arc not only acquainted with the afliiirs of cnirth, but also 
know what is going on in the heavens/'^ Their astonishment 
increased when I indicated to them which edge of the moon 
would first emerge from the shadow. 

22 nd Septembe7\—\^^o started at 1 a.m.; night cold, dew 
heavy. After going 20 miles wo arrived at dawn at the Siuli 
well, where there are 20 Yurts. This well is 15 fathoms 
deep; water nauseous, but drinkable. There is a largo burial- 
gi-ound here. The grave-stones appear to me to bo made of 
hmestono : they ai’e fairly large, well cut, and ornainentccl 
to a certain extent, I am inclined to attribute their origin 
to the Turcomans. The inhabitants say that this cometery 
is ^'ery old, an/l that llie same kind of st(Uic is to bo found on 
the .sea-coast. 1 wrote a second time to Ponomarev Irom this 
place, and entrusted the letter to Ashar Mahtuned, a man 
who liad a(!compaiiied mo thu.s far. Y o continued our inarch 
for 11 miles furthoi, always going duo east, and (lien ladled. 
Tuourriglit appeared the Balkan range, on wlios*’ sluprs tliero 
is said tu be good ]»astarage and water suj»ply. e rtainly 
saw many horses? grazing^ tlicro. 

September.-At miduigkt wo resuini'il •>m‘ eourse, 
and, after getting o^■er 17 mllc':*, arrived at the w ell ol Dnmur- 
j:\malittle after {sanri>*\ Tiio M'oU lies .i littlu oil ilic »T>ail 
to the right, and about 4 0 families g'razo their lierdn hole. 
On the road opposite this ]»!iHtunige tlioro is unotlna- \^OI. 
called Ya.s.sak Jam, whic h canniuiM, however, d‘» not Mtop/ih ;ts 
its water is liraekinli. The \\«‘ll t»f Damnijafii i*' sitmde/l m n 
deiaesMlon of the gtound, quite Iom 1 and Miuroundod by baid<s, 





Muraviev’s visit to the Turcoman inhabitants 


mS StW for- 

whole days and ^ t liardly closed my eyes for two 
whilp +lil\v 4- I dismounted from my camel and 

On aViSn Al'T ^ p/ofouI?s)Sp: 

3 a 1 tit 1 f my 

stfSI S/' « 

bLtss“';st C'f “ Fr 

out no ^lass was to be found hero. Th s deprivation did not 
entail any suffering on our camels, and as we were told that 
we should not meet with water for several days, we h.acl filled 
oui leathei bap at the Damurjam well. Here our caravan 
received a fresh increase. After two hours’ rest we went on 
^ miles fm-ther in the direction E. N. E. h E From 
Dainurjam I wrote to Ponomarev, enjoining him to keep a 
sharp eye on the family of Hakim Ali Bey, who excited niv 
upTaK'^' continuously over the bed of adried^ 

yIi rtsL tb?t to the riglit, wo saw the 

Yuitsby tlie well of Haroidan, tlie water of which is excop- 

tionally good It is curious that the water all over this 
steppe should not be of the same quality, but so it is, and 
dose to B.alt water a perfectly fresh .spring will often bo struck, 
bevoral of the wells about hero arc 40 fathoms deep, and 
have their sides strengthened with beams, but the people 
cannot say who sank them. Before mivhiiglit we took the 
road again, and, having covered 23 miles, in the direction E. 
l>y N., halted before sunrise. After going about five miles 
we.suw a great lake, called by the Turcomans “ Kuli Darivn,” 
or Aji .Ivuyusi. It e.vtend.s 57 miles from north to .south, 
and is eoniiectod with tho (iulf of Karabogass. 




It iippoiau that this great water is as little known to 
geographers a.s the Gulf ol' Jvaraboga.ss, which has not yet 
been explored by any navigator from the evil reputation it 
beais 1(11 wliii'ljx » 4 Ihu 1 urcomans take tlicir eralf, indord, 
witli p. rf. ct Kul't ly all ahiiig tin shores uf this gulf (br iliu 
Heal fi..li<;ry, bnl (liey liavo newer vet dared to inter th.' 
iiKiulh of Uai Kali D.uiva, and ment'i.iii its n.ime with my.-tn- 
l iuU!- iiw'i;, lliey nay • “• \\ |iy ~lic.\ilil u <„ vi.iiliire lip it t ’file 
aiiiieals ail b ur l'» driiil, Ireiii it. il. waters are btltis' and 
deadly ; whv. la.l i \.,n a (i-h lues in ,t.'‘ .Aevording them 
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Ihe Kiili Dariya absorbs the waters of the aispian, for the 
current from the latter into the Karabogass Gulf is extraor¬ 
dinarily strong. The Kuli Dariya decreases in a ^ ei^y mai bed 
mam and traces of its former limits are visible ^r iP 
interior of the steppe. Its northern shore is lochy. A bo 
obtains among tirpeople that all birds dying across m lake 
are struck bfind. Not far from the spot f“ 
road runs on the left hand along the sic e o ^ ^ 

to Maugushlak, and where the 
a great burial-place, with stones similar to 
According to the inhabitants these aie i . . jr. * 
Yomuds who Avere slain here m one of the Niioi^ iiazaks 

raids. 


§L 


2ith September.— At sunrise we started, and halted after 
a stretch of 23 miles on nearly the 

Baba range, running from north to .sout i. i ,1,]^ hv the 

number of deep fissures and chasms formed ^ * ."• 

torrents which fall into the Kali Dariya. 11 
hood is called Bahljaringri. The road was of limc.^tone, and 
in the most execrable state. For the first 11 miles it was a 
steady and gentle ascent, but the Sarc Baba runp was visible 
from much further oft*. AA^e suflered much at this nights 
haltin'--.place, for a high wind drove the sand over us : the cold 
was very considerable, and we had difficulty m fimlmg enough 
sticks to make a small fire with. Before midnight Ave Avero 
on the move again, and soon got down from the height.s. J he 
road is, in.leod, very sleep, but so regular as to resemblo tlio 
handiwork of man instead of a natural track. On tlio higJi- 
est i.'oiiit of this range there i.s a mound ealled ‘ Km, Avhoic 
a strong wind always blows. Here stands a nionunient in 
lionor (4‘ one of the Turcoman iiatriarchs by name A r Niro 
Tbiba. llis numerous <lc.-~ccn(lant«, a tribe tbriuerly o.',tnl.bsli- 
ed on the shores of tlio Bay of Balkan, have now settled iii 
Ifokliara. Ar Save Baba, i.s saiil to have lived l->ng ago, and 
to have been .li,tingui.sh. d for Ida many Mrtucs and gre.al 
Icarnino-. As be wished to lie buried on tlm suniimt near the 
high road, so that passers by might pray r,>i bmi. he gav.- tlms 
m'ouutain his own name. IBs niominu-m vm'i-ls 'd H pole, lo 
wbi' U arc altaebed some col.'urrd rags, and r.-uud it la aeatrrt 
of .slone-', stags’ luillor.s, uial I'otslierils. Iho latter l ilci uig is 
cunlnbuled by all pas-iiig'rur.-.au uis, even Uiom- who t-.'long 
to ctlicr trilu-* No'aif diir-'S tn llii- , '^1“ V 

-his.; 1.) tlu: laiier i l i-J an ol.l l.m ud ground. \V e bad 
Hearc' lv gm d-'v i' fr-'m tlo^ bviobt when il Mcusiifd us »l We 
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andmikrn^fl^^l different climate. The air was soft 

-as n„t ’X “s'o? ‘ 


after a^?0 25th, at 3 a-M., 

loill W ni well of Tuar. Om- 


"xrofli r' f-ten-to th^ 

whkh forSerlv stooJ*" TTi of the Atta tribe, 

PotecSo? from 'lA^nTiv^ ^ 

Sf r - 

costume, and more particularly in feature ; indeedf tS^u, 

toms and mode ol living generally Iiave little in common 
with the other tribes. They cannot number more than 1 000 
Kibitks. In mj. opinion tliis tribe must be an oflshoot from 
those races which populate the countiy known to us as 
rartary. At Tuar there are six wells of good water, but the 
nughbouihood is barren, and, except just by the foot of 
the mountain we had not seen a blade of gmss, or a shrivelled 
bush, the whole way. Not far from here there is a neat 

vrm.wTni.T'-^ moor of Jaffir Bey, one of the former 
Yoluud Clnoltamy, whoso chin js the most warlike and numer¬ 
ous ol all ; it boasts nearly 2,o00 families, and maintains 
a certain pre-eminonco among the other .sections of the great 
tribes My guide -Said belonged to this section, .and semned. 
like the other members of it, jn-oud of bi.s descent. 'J’licro 
arc two roads Irom Tuar to Khiva ; tlio natural ono 'mes 
straight on, but it has two drawbacks, viz., it is nut wcH off 
for ivater, and it runs iicai'cr than could be desired to the 
1 urts of the Tiikka tribe, who are a most violent and un.soru- 
puloiis set, always at war with tlieir noiglibour.s. Jlaids from 
Uio one Hide or (lie other arc almo.st incessant, and the 
Yomud caravans arc frcgueutly plundered by tlie 'I'akkas 
aluiongh the latter aie also Turcomans, d’he scarcity of 
water is in winter mailc up f..r ly snow. In the Buniiner 
tune caravaiiH uf liorses only take this route. The otfier 
rornl goes nil t.» (Iju .md Ijcud.s round h> the iiortli-east. 
It IS a longi.r mutn ly two da_vs(hiui tlictir.-t niontioned one 

but hilH a liittlfa’ will, !• Sli|.(.ly, jiud js less daIlgiToiiS. Not- 
'Vitlistaiidiiig llic latter ■■misiderntioii. Said loiuled liis fiio- 
ariii.s at I mil', and advised iiic ti) ilci the saiiin lu niiii(\ 


imST/)y 
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We rode nearly 34 miles north by cast. Tho steppe is here 
a little undulatinc?. Hakim Ali Bey continued to treat me 
most discourteously, and although we Avere all in imminent 
danger of being attacked by robbers, he Avould never 
wait for me, so that we might be all together. I did not, 
however, Bolioit him on this point, as I knew ac i c 
support to look for from him in the hour of need; m 
fact, I remained further and further apart from him. 
nigbt, however, I took all necessary precautionary measures^ 
Once some of the people of his caravan came to me and 
uroed me for safety’s sake to join them. I replied— ' It you 
arc afraid, you had better join me.” They said nothing more 
and went away. Nevertheless one of his associates attached 
himself to my caravan with a servant and IG camels, perhiips 
attracted by my tea, but more jirobably (as ho reniained AVith 
me the Avhole day) in tho hope of receiving a coiisiderahle re¬ 
ward from mo, which, however, J did not bestow. I suc¬ 
ceeded in seducing him as well as his comrades from Uakmi 
Ali Boas but my only motive Avas thereby to secure good m- 
foriiiaiits Avlicii Ave should reach ls.hi\'a, avIio avouUI keep me 
au Jail Avith regard to Hakim Ali Bey’s intentions, and his 
rejiorts about me to the Khun, iii case lie sliould endoaA'our to 
revenge liiinself on Said throiigli that agency. As he h.ad no¬ 
ticed That I kejit a diary and <?nterod my remarks on tlie road, 
lie was the first to iiiform the Kliaii of this circiinistaMce. 
Before midnight avc again started. The country Avas a little 
hilly. After a 17 miles’ march avo arrived before daybreak 
of the 2Gth at the Avell “Dirin.” 


26^/t Septemher. —This Avell is situated in a loAv valley, and 
is faceil Avith stone, hut still tho Avatcr is foul and brackish. 
Wo had, however, to till our water l.ags Avitli il. such as 
it was, for the stejijie in front of us Avas eiilirely destitute ot 
any Aiater whatsooA'or. Ilirin may ho consiilerial as the limit 
of the country, ((ccupiod hy tho sea-coast Inrconians, lor at a 
distance of 2,Ui*0 paces from tliis well, mi the lelt leiiul, is^tho 
last grazing ground of the Baga \mnuds, ccui.sisting ol .to 
Yurts. Brom this jilace to tho Besh Ibshik avc 4I, whicu 
formerly marked the KJiiva frontier, the road rims uiniiti i iiijit- 
edly for five or .si.v days' jouinoy _through a l.arren .K'sert, 
Tills is the most ti viiig portic.'ii of the whole joiuiiey from 
Balkan to Khi\a. The l.tiiiu valley has steep bunks, and is 
tie- bed of a riv.-r tliai in fi>iiMcr tiuieS tluwud Iroiu north to 
KouUi, prol.aliU lhat hran. li of lJ,e .Amu Dariyiv called tho 
ttviis by the iuiciciils. Water and Acgolatiou twe wiuitod to 


I 
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enliven this fine tract of country. Nature is dead, and seems 
unwilling ever to permit verdure to appear in this home of 
brute-like men. Hakim Ali Bey now rejoined me with his 
caravan, and greeted me again for the first time. He said— 
‘ I do not carry my faith on the tongue, like your companions, 
but in the heart;'’ whereupon I turned my back on him 
and vouchsafed no reply. Many Turcomans now began to 
offer their services to intimate my approach to the Khan of 
Khiva, but knowing their untrustworthiness I rejected them 
all. At 10 A.M. we again set out, and halted after going 
17 miles over a flat steppe. Starting the same night, 
we had gone 20 miles by sunrise the following day : our 
course lay at first to the N. E., then duo E., then E. by N. 
On the way we came upon a small caravan travelling from 
Khiva. I availed myself of the opportunity to send Ponomarev 
a letter by Mahomed Niyaz, giving him news of my well¬ 
being and begging him to secure Hakim Ali Bey s son in 
case of anything untoward happening to me. 

27th SeptcDiber, —Marching at 8 a.^e. to-day, wo did 25 
miles. After three hours we passed the well Kasagli on our 
right, llie water of which is salt and undrinkable. 

September .—From the 27th to the evening of the 
2Sth we loft 51 miles behind us, but nothing on tlie road 
attracted my attention. I was only oppressed by the most 
deadly ennui. Alter two houi's’ rest we Avent on 23 miles 
further, in the dire<3tiou E. by K., and halted at daybreak. 

2*J/A Septciaher. —On the 20th we had pretty cold weather. 
After doing another 28 miles wo encamped by tlic well 
Besh iJishik,” or five openings. Our course liad been E. by 
N. Here the water was oxecllent. It was a comforting 
refiection to mo that tw-o-thirds of the journey were now 
over, ajid that 1 was actually in the Kliaii’s territory'. Still 
more 1 rejoiced \sheii it turned out there was to he a halt to¬ 
day. ] had now been lo days outlie tramp, had .snllered 
much fiv»m the' hum]>ing <)\\ the camel, hud edh'ii been obliged 
b) go on foot, and liad hardly had any sleep iluiing all tlii.s 
time. 'J'o the Turroiu.-ois this kind of travelling is less 
fatiguing, for tht.*y ai'r able to -trr tch thoniscKcs at Icngili 
tiioir caitaih' and sK * a l’< at whi<*h I couUl not accoin|>llbh. 
ilor*', too, (i.r the tii.-itiihv I ia.sto<l sonn; co»)]o d food, hn\ ing 
had iK*thing since we (nrl.ed, save l>la.rk ]>i.scuil .'iinl hrii<‘I;ish 
water. read IcmI been ihroUL'li loose .salbl, and had 

in Ironi e>f us at fust a vsall of ItA'iy and pi\l ipitous iim'Ivh 
sealncd with great lishure^. My roinpamoiis -iid <jmt this 
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wall had formerly been sea-coast. We had only a distance of 
ehdit and a half miles between us and the well, when we were 
b °ouffht up by a great dry river bed, say 400 yards across 
and 60 yards deep. The banks were ymy steep, and these as 
well as the bed itself were covered with buslms. Ihe com sc 
of the river bed was from N. E. to S. W. Our route would 
naturally have been straight across, but the precipitous nature 
of the banks forbade of this. We had therefore to turn to 
tlic left and go along the top of the bank, picking our way 
throuf'h sand hummocks 12 feet high. When we had got 
abre.ast of the Sare Kamush well, wliich is sunk in the river 
bed, we met a caravan, and I took the opportunity of again 
lettinji Ponomarev hear from me. 




Wo had to go five and a half miles along the baidi before 
we could descend it and make good our way to the well 


^^Eosh Dishik’’ for night quarters. The rocky 
so-called ancient 'coast’ before mentioned, rims parallel with 


this extinct river at a distance from it ot 3,000 paces. Ihe 
features of this ravine, winding in all the usual curves and 
bends of a river through a level steppe, led me to coiicludo 
that this must be the old course of the .^Vmu Dariya, which 
Peter the Great had been at such jiains to have explored; 
My companions confirmed this, saying that, though tlie ravine 
was now called Uss Bey, a river called "Amu Dariya'’ 
used formerly to run tlirougli it down to the Bay of Balkan. 
This river, they said, had long since altered course, and 
now ran northwards emt of the IvhanatA.) of Khiva on. the 
“ Dcmar Ivazak” side. On my return trom Khiva, .Kiat 
informed mo that the mouth ot this old river bed, aUhough 
choked with sand, is still distinguisliablo on the Caspian, 
and that hy it there stands^ a hut (isha) construoted on (ho 
TiUs^^iJln plan, No one knows whv) the I)uil(lcr ot tliis was, 
but the neighbouring Turcomans are r<'sti‘aincd from Jeino- 
li.shiug it by suj)erstitious tlrea^l. Its existence pri)l>.ihly 
dates back to (ho time of Prince liokovitsli, \yh<»ni L eter the 
(ireat sent liitlier to sofircli for gold dust. It is ([uito p()ssihle 
tliat the hut may have stoo<l tor so long a tune withuut 
liiinbling to pieces, as very litllo rain (all"’ liert.*, and tho 
ignorance of (ho pres iit [iropio <*l the P.ilK.m as to iks 
«uigin is pvtAiahly to l»e aoo<»uutcd tiU' hy tlu^ (oiiijci lU'iiruhc 
iiiliul)itaiits liaN ing helongeJ to a tribe. I lie tuiliiie 

of the dry l)e<l of Amu Dariya, where it is not eovereej hy 
Hiiiid diifV, (.lifibrs b from tbat ot the stipia’, (oi it 
clothed with gia.-^ lUal Lie» and I'ontuins WelU of good 
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SerrofTJ?^' overflow of the Saro Kamush well, before 
Quoirhm.* • a tiny rivulet in place of the 

of whiT '''T another, the water 

counlAf brackish, Avhere, as in our night station, I 
onv ^^h. +1^ wells of good drinldng water. From this place 
ve^pHltn^r uninterruptedly through 

siv dearth of which we had suffered some 

niV^olf ^ astonished here to find 

TarSf “T AliBey and his brother, 

a^an Ah, and to see them attending to mv camels Tlie 

forgiveness for having 
kept away from me hitherto, assured me that he would 
make up for past faults and do his best to serve me and 
protested that I might rely on him more surely than 
on my most trusty servant. I accepted his advances in a 
fiiendly manner and entertained him with tea, but trusted him 
less than ever, and took extraordinary measures of precaution 
on this night. I account for this sudden change as follows 
Me found he was not in a position to carry out his evil 
dosims, whatever they were, and reflecting that I had now 
nearly accomplished the journey to Khiva in safety, he 
d.jiei mined that it would be bettor to make uji matters, so as 
to benefit himself through my agency with tho Khan, 
Huppijsing that personage to receive me favourably. Besides 
tins, ho heard Irom the caravans we met that the siieedy 
arrival of a Kussi.an Envoy was talked of in Kliiva, and that 
the Kulor himself was in a, groat state of impatience for me, 
and the four camel-loads of gold being sent him by the 
'.Fi •^’“‘^’’bali CWhitc King), by which he meant the Czar, 
llic rumour <)f my iiiUjridutl visit liad l.iccn spread by tJio 
Turcomaus wlio bad .i'ono to Khiva from tliu Atrok and 
Giur.Lpin Itivers, mnl vlin Jiad diviwn their conclusion from tlio 
oifijuirirs aljcfut tho Kliiva route which I had been makiiK^ 
in tiioii district. 

Koi llio mnttor of tliat, I liad never made any sccrot of 
my pitijof t. iM’om Ihssh I)ishik wo had several nuirehoK 

With"uL holVa’tf us. 


'K'/A Sfjjtd/itficr.- At dayl)rerd: wo hrtiko up camp, 
jn 'M-lu;d 17 iiilles, and hal(o<l aftt'r .simsrt. Idiere was nmoli 
atiniri. ai,((:iitioii (Uid cuiirt .sporidatinj- on tliis portion of 
I'finl. W f 1 M'clo how oi) llio lurtlu r sid j <>1 tluj lornici* 
Alim 1 )arlya, at no yivat distajit li tisijii thi* river bed. wliilst 
on our W:\\ bund n ]ii\ t ifil i ou^ v...ll ,-1 n.uk ((j,r .sup]»'>s< d 

uneient, coast jdludod fo hefoiL) ^ Uvf.t lied .wvay into (In. lUr 
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presenting tliroiigliout a most strange appearance. 
The elevated plateau beyond this line of clifls was perfectly 
analogous to the lower stepjDC wdiich we were travelling ovei. 
For about an hour our road ran parallel to the precipice, 
and we diverted ourselves w’ith the echo from it, A\hich 
repeated each woz'd distinctly several times ovei*. Iii^ the 
rock, opj)osito the point where the road turns off to the ri^ht, 
there arc five apertures, hewn out with great regularity, 
looking like the entrances to a house. My fellow-trayellei's 
told me that these five openings were called Besh Dishik,’’ 
and that the well by which we had encamped on the previous 
night derived its name from them. The nomadic Turcomans 
of the suri'ounding country are all assui'cd that these aper¬ 
tures ai’O the approaches to vast cavei'ns in which irom time 
immemorial there has dwelt a King with a numerous family, 
countless treasure, and beauteous daughters, but that once when 
some inquisitive persons tried to intrude into the caverns, 
they were immediately seized by an unseen hand and sti’angled. 

When they told mo of this I did not like to ask how 
they couhl possibly know the fate of the unlucky trespassers, 
seeing tliat none of them had ever come back to tell the talc, 
as the narrative had elicited already many difibrent opinions ^ 
when one individual said he did not believe the stoiy at all, an¬ 
other asked him quite seriously—‘^Whence, then,came that voice 
that repeated all we said as we rode by the stoop rock?'* After 
such an unanswci'able argument the doubtei* did not vonturo 
iurthor to gainsay the truth of the stoiy, but lapsed into 
silence. Meanwhile I became very desirous of ex])loring the 
('averns in question, which may, perhaps, have once been tlio 
retreat of a baud of robbers, so commenced the climb uj)- 
wards with one of my Turcomans. The ca \08 are more (Iian 
half way up the rock. jV projoctuui juts put from beneath 
the entrances, and forms a sort of gallery about 4 00 yards 
long, Tiic loose soil gava^ way' under luv fi.ot and nuich ini- 
]»eilcd iny^ ascent, aiid as 1 ni<*uiitod up stones heg/m io fa-ll 
iVoru overhead. At la.st I came to a huge joc'k, ihruatening 
to d(.‘tach iisulf at any" muinent, and imdej* tliis i had to 
erawl in order to get to the prejeelion whejiee it seennul easv 
to gain access to tJie !\fy Turcoman [>iveedod mo and 

got- bufely' tlirougli, but wlicn he reached tlu' galloi'v Jio 
Ihund the lilt he kIocmI on ist>lat»»d from the rent hy a gap 
two fathoms acro.ss. 

As tlio caravan liad now got (ai alnaid I abandonud my 
plan, and had to make all ha^tc iu ovevtukollio icnt. 1 dun t 
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know hat to make of this line of i*ock. It does not seem 
improbable that it may have been the boundary either of the 
^ lake. A.t some distance from Besh 

IS 1 c, on this side of the Amu Dariya, there were a number 
o canals, destitute of water, but bearing distinct traces of 
Its having been there once. 


Our course lay E. by N. 

1st OcloZie?'.—On the night of the 30th we again started, 
morning of the 1st October had gone 29 miles to 
le b. bj. Un our way we saw a corresponding shore of the 
^ipposed sea. Here also we saw the ruins of the fort “Utin 
.^ila. ihese canals and ruins furnish incontrovertible evi¬ 
dence to this having once been a populous district, and to 
dried-up Uss Bai having once contained the waters 
ot that great commercial thoroughfare, the Amu Dariya. To¬ 
day we marched another 28 miles, passing by many a dry 
canal and patch of copse. j j 


cTu rom the night of the 1 st to the morn¬ 

ing of the 2 nd October we did 25 miles, and halted at sunrise. 
1 here are some poisonous plants about here, which my fellow- 
travellers were very cautious to keep their camels away from, 
^ctoro daybreak wc came on a great Turcoman caravan of 
the Jgdui section of the Chobdur tribe. It consisted of 
1,000 camels and 200 men, who went along with a gi*cat uproar, 
singing, laughing, and shouting for joy at leaving Khiva and 
having purchased their grain at a cheap rate. Tlicy were 
bound lor ManguBhlak. Hakim AIL Bey had gone on ahead 
with. Ills caravan, and I liad only six Turconuins with mo, so, 
as we Tuot the fgdur.s in a narrow part of the road, with jungle 
on oaher side, wo ha<i to wait until the whole train had passed 
ub bcloro we could proceed. Tlic Igdurs asked my Turco- 
intins what tribe they belonged to, and, crowding round uh, 
discovurod hy Petrov itslfs cap that he was no Turcoman. 
1 ?hoy regarded me and my Borvaut with groat curiosity and 
Ubked what manner of jicopJo wc vvero. Theso arc Itussian 
captives,” rcjiliod my men ; ‘Mhcy came to our coasts witli their 
andw^caughi three ot Iheni, whom wo ai’e now going to 
hell. “ \V ell done,” cried the fgdurs with wild, mocking laugh- 
tel ; oil' with them, tlie acr.uiMxl infidels. W'e sold thre»j llus- 
siarib in Jsiiiva Ihia > e) y trip, and got a good sum tor tin m.'* 
Hun ting ag.iin we inti'oinplislu.il uuarTy 29 miles in ,a S. k]. diiau:- 
tihMi, and inel a immher eC ollwv caravans coming hm-k huleu 
with corn IVoin Khiva We Icnnt tnuu lliem Ihat llio Khan 
had laid a lis impo i nf \ 'I'llla *.>n eveiy J'uicoinan camel 
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cntcrino' the city. As, however, the Turcomans wore veiy 
averse to paying this tax, and as they had petitioned for its 
abolition the Khan had directed all the camels which had then 
arrived to be detained, but had promised at the same time to 
meet the Turcoman leaders at the fortress of Ak Serai in order 
to listen to their requests and to receive tlieii oiloiings in 
pers6n. In spite of this, many caravans had fled, and as it 
Avas pretty certain that the Khan must have left Khiva by 
then wo were informed that wc should most likely find him at 
the Ak Serai. This news was most agreeable to me, and 
<^ave me the hope of being soon able to accomplish mib- 
sioii. I therefore composed my address to the Klian, and 
gave it to Petrovitsh to translate, ordering him at the same 
time to learn it by heart. But alas ! how I deceived myself, 
how much too sanguine I vyas ! From our yesterday s halting- 
place roads branched oil in ev^ery direction to the vaiious 
pasture lands and villages in the Khiva Khanate. Hakim 
Ali Bey s largo caravan dispersed entirely in quest of grain, 
but Ave all remained together : many fires blazed near us, 
kindled by that class of people Avho travel into the steppe 
in their Arabas (carts) to fetch Avood or burn charcoal, and 
Avho have an evil reputation us robbers. They did not, how- 
ev^er, molest us. The sight of the cart ruts rejoiced andcom- 
furtodme Aviththo thought of being once more in an inhabited 
country and among my kind. Little did I foresee how j^oon 
misery Avas to overtake me and Avliat my fate was to be. 




3rci Octoher, — Starting on the night of the 2nd, avo 
marched 23 miles E. S. "E., often through jungle, indeed, 
not Avithout occasionally missing the road. Towards morning 
Ave halted, and afterwards advanced an additional eight and 
a half miles E. S. E., Avhon avo reached a. canal to our 
no small joy, seeing that avo had been four days without 
Avater. dli'is canal is fed by tlio luoderii Amu J)ariy 4 , 
Avhich rises in the mouiitaiu rang*; to the uortli rvf ilimliistan, 
lloAvs through Bokhara, ]*assos to <he oa-l (»f the city <»f 
Khiva, and falls into the 8ca uf Aral. In the Rluuiato of 
Khiva, wdiich has a diameter of ovu' Ho mi]< s. Iliero are 
nuiiK'rous canals. By llu^ jir»^i t*au.il there a si'tt leiiujiit ol 
Turcomans iroiii dillerout tribes. TJ'cso [u:t»]>Ie, .diliengh 
livim^ near towU'. and piaeti^ing hii>^l»aiidiv, aro really* 
v<iV>bers by trade. No soon*a* i.s their havvo.Ni ewr thau (<11 
1 hey Vo a plundering n* IVrHia. .md di-p«*.so of tlu-ir eajdivaH 
ill till' Khiv'u slave niarlvet. 1 In; villige.'i ni Jvl)i\u are nil 
tllual'.d on i'auals, lietw eii which aie inielAal'. i l sjdl 





miST/fy. 



MUKAVIEV’S VISIT TO THE TURCOMAN INHABITANTS 


:eppe. Tlio land is tilled partly by the people tliemselveS; 
and partly by their slaves. One can hardly conceive the 
wonderful fertility of the soil here. Wheat, rice, sesarhc 
flourish, and also jogan, a small round grain the size of 
a little pea and white in colour, growing in thick ears like 
Indian corn. It is used as forage for the horses, but also 
as human food. All kinds of fmit thrive in this country, 
notably melons and water-melons. The melons are often a 
foot and a half long, and wonderfully sweet. Cattle-breeding 
is carried on to a great extent. Their domestic cattle com¬ 
prise camels, cows, and sheep (some of the latter attaining to 
an extraordinary size). The breed of horses is excellent, but 
they prize those brought by the Turcomans from the Giurgen 
and Atrek above their own indigenous animals. 


The Turcomans and Khivans who live by raids into Persia 
spare their horses very little. They generally ride eight days 
on end, doing 80 miles a day, and watering their beasts lor 
the first time on the fourth day’s journey through the parched 
desert. The jogan” before mentioned is the solo article of 
forage, and of this each horseman carries with him enough for 
tile wliole trip. We started soon again, and marched steadily 
on without a lialt. In the distance there appeared to bo 
a. thick fog enveloping the whole horizon. This turned out, 
however, to be a mass of dust, borne upwards by the wind just 
In the very direction wo had to go : eyes, nose, moutli, and 
Imir got the full benefit of this. The clouds of dust were so 
dense that nothing could be distinguished at any distance. 
Wo halted two hours before niglitfall, w^horeiipon Said went 
f)fi‘ tiO the Yurts on one side of the road to look for a niglit’s 
lodgings for us, Tlic peojilo were Yomud Turcomans of Iht^ 
Ktijuk Tatar hraucli and (,)uindc family, under their elder 
Allan Niyaz. Margan. ()f all the Turcomans 1 hav<^ ev»'r 
conic a'TOSS this jicraun [)l(:ased me most. Uo luul Heillcd in 
Kills .a and taken .service with the Khan ; was regardeil, how¬ 
ever, more in tlic light of rt paiii/an by the latter. Once 
u week he rode o\< r to pay liis respects to tlic Kliau, and had, 
indefid, jUst rctuj-iind from Khiva wlien 1 arrived. Jf.is Yurt 
Miood till the 1)» li ira<»K canal. lie rcti-i'.ed me with tlu> 
bospitnlily 1h;it liCi one an honor loving and ♦n.siorouK man, 
but vvhi' ii on«' •. hltjin incuts with nmong iho Turcomans. Ho 
pnf hi(n:*(. it io Lh*: •»(e.st. tr<»ul>hi to make mu comhn tablc^ 
Hkoigbh.'ml Ins hi - i Sul W’uii.*r i‘* me to wnih with, 

eof.io d (ho dime r, (oid finally ilrovc uw.ay ilu. inquinilivo itllcrs 
W'Ijo )md as-.chio' ij wy iruujbei'^ to itaru at Jm, He luKl 
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^ . 1 , was sDolcen of in Kliiva, wliereforc 

SiilleKrnot to have myself 

Hh .city bet 

‘:;d‘’rnv?r'^rcS; vouW ensure my being well 

X'CCGlVGcl* j 

I doubted whether such a sudden and unexpected am- 

val eJ. rny part vouM please the Khan, but thanked my host 

for his w^meajt tSlTarre's^urtlf^o'’^^^^^^^^ 

i“dmel"‘- He>ow pmsonW 

each one handsomer than Ins t ftf'ftiui 

bravely Avith their long pistols and f'' \le 

the idian His second son was absent, having been at 
Ipatdlod by his father with 30 men on a maraudmg enpoch- 

tion to Astrabad. . . i • 

.i(h Or/ober.-nofroshoi] and recruited, wo ^ 

the forenoon, luy brave host accompanying mo foi 11 • 

There was no high road or beaten track iun\. Wo uuo 
throuL^i tlioHtoi»po (covovcmI witlisund hills) lying bctwoui the 
Canals Dash Ilaos au<l Ak Serai. Tl.ogalo stdl contmued and 
covered us with sand, overpowonng us so tliat oven our Jiosl 
lost tho way. Hero for the first tunc I remarked how tlio 
Aviud throws up a sand hill here and levels another there, and 
how the sand, beginning to collect round some insignificant 
little bush, grows up and up and becomes a liil in no time. 
AVhon the wind fell 1 dosened ruins, on bolh sides, ol 
fortresses and houses, and the whole strip traversed by us ^vas 
strewn Avith broken brick and oartlionware^ At lengtli, 
toAvards evening, after a ride ot -b 

Ave sighted tho Ak Serai canal J ho laild al.out a as vi e l 
tilled, and liad some trees, and a number of \ m ts sind.led the 
canal bank. Duv in'mtion was to liaAo (ollowed .lu> eaiud 
the same dav up to village where a cousin ol Sai.l s I'a vd, bn 
it turned out to be impossible, so avc had to spcni.l ihc moht 
in a misorahle little Turcoman hamlet. 

From this point avo hogan to see occasional hnildings. 
The ’rmcomaiiH dwell in Vmts, hut keep (heir callle m 
rcguh.r Hlahlcs or slmds, wliich tiuy surround 
Avouden palings or mud walls lor security. 1 he mhahidinlrt ol 
this part come from tho Bukhara l.ordcr. and :ue .macpiaim 
cd Avith the Tairomau lvil.es of tho ( aspiau I h. .V all go . 
rouml me. and se pi igm d mo with .piestunis that I duspa.ied o 
getting free fVem them. At length I threaicned thorn >v.th the 
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name of Khan Mahomed Ragim, as whose guest I announced 
’ I ^ only made matters worse; they said they 
neitner knew nor cared about the said Khan Mahomed 
|cigim, and clean refused to admit mo for the night now at 
a . Losing all patience, I shouted abuse at them, on which 
ey immediately retired, and appeared to be consulting to- 
qC ici at a little distance. A.s 1 was already makino’ pre- 
pai-ations to pass the night among their Yurts, one of them 
presently stepped forward from their midst and offered me his 
lurt, saying that it was all ready for me, as he had had it 
Cleared. i accepted his invitation, and entered a most miser¬ 
able hovel, from which I was immediately obliged to eject 
a number ot curious intruders who had the impertinence 
to squat down beside me and pelt me with their ques- 
tions. My old host seemed to bo of Mongolian desceut 
from his Chinese features. He did not know wdio tlio 
people were who had intruded, but was very f/ratoful 
to mo for not turning out himself and his dauo-hter 
with the rest. 1 gladdened his heart wdth some ° tea. 
On account of tlie great number of people about us I or- 
del ed my 1 urcomans to keep watch throughout the night. 

5lh Oclohcr.—SYo marched at daybreak, and, after skirt¬ 
ing tho canal for three hours in the direction E. S. E., arrived 
at two high trees, visible from a great distance, near which 
bald 8 cousin lived. The further wo went on, the more culti¬ 
vation disclosed itself. The holds, covered with tho riclicst 
crops, presented a very different asjiect to tlio sandy wastes 
ol yoKterday. In the whole of Germany I liavo never 
seen such well-cultivated land as here in Khiva. Every 
T lift is lierc surrounded by an artificial w.ater-cour.sc uii- 
bridged. Our course lay through lonely meadows covorctl 
vitli fruit trees, in wliicli tho bird.s sang sweetly. Tho Yurts 
and uuid col.tages scattered over this glorious landscajio havo 
most clieorfnl appoaranco. So clianued was t with all 




i Haw, tliat 
b>f> did 
1(‘ thGii 
t 

ri' iMi j) : tJio.Hi 

ICImii 

ill I In ’ SI,at 

d’unN inaiiM 
uni t . \v< It 

) G rl.lo hii tol tin 


r rGjiruLiGlitully uskeil luy Goiiipanions why tJioy 
not bring their country under similar cultivation, or, 
soil would not admit of (his, why they did not ciui- 
Khivn. TJ,ey • ■ ’ ' 

|>Oo,,' 

\vn li ar (■ 


lu 


replictl—‘‘Ainba.shfadtu’, wu arc gon- 
avo hul our hn.rvant^s. They four their 
i»d aloiio.’’ 

Khiva, Hu- 


1)1 Ui() ccunitry uhoul iho carial.s 
va, till- villngcrs arc lor tho UiMsf juirt 
I In-, ti dibi.i'h'ts iiTo Vi.ry |M»piilo]is. Jim iiiliuhit- 
Hiid are :t mut'h ijiiu.lvor pnuplo thim tlmir 
(JuHpiaII, IJji ih- r<.*ad to Said'ri cuu.^iifiH 
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«Dode we met a bridal party. The bride, much bedecked with 
all sorts of finery, sat on a tall camel in a saddle covered with 
richly-embroidered silk. I was most kindly received at the 
village, and a .small chamber was placed at my disposal ; 
unfortunately it was very dirty and dark. T\ hen I had 
changed my clothes a number of Chiefs came to congratulate 
me on my arrival. I admitted the most notable into the room, 
said a few words to them, and then went out to the rest, each 
of whom cfrceted me after his own fashion. 

The Khan, it appeared, had not yet left I 

immediately despatched two Turcomans, one to Kbi'/’- 
give notice of my arrival, and the other to the neiirest fortress, 
Ak Serai, to let the Khan’s Agent there (an Usbeg) know 
about mo. Here my heart rather misgave mo when I over¬ 
heard the conversation of my Turcomans. They were, indeed, 
speaking in my praise, but .said that T must bo a most cm.- 
nent personai^e because I could write, and liad always noted 
at every well how deep it was and how far distant from the 
next. All this reached the ear of the Khan eventually, and 
was aftoiwvards the cause of my rccommondatjon for death as 
a. Hi)y Vardi Klian, a Turcoman cider, visited mo to-day 
from Khiva. Ho had served with tlio Persians in the war of 
1812, been wounded and taken prisoner by the luissians. Ho 
]iad then taken service witli the Pussiau (Jeneral Lissanovilsh, 
had left him to go back to his home, and from thence had at 
last fled to Khiva. He gave me some intelligence about the 
Khan, w^hieh made me desirous of at once starting and 
accomplishing the remaining 31 miles between us and Kliiva, 
but Said utterly rofmsed to agree to this. I stormed and 
swore, until he at length scut for liorsi^s, niostpio ->abl\ giving 
the messenger secret instructiiins not to bring tliem. xei- 
ha]>s he wanted to detain me in order to screw a piesent out 
(.>f mo for his cousin, or ho luav have wished to sci\o tlio 
leaders of the caravans w^Jiicli had Just arrlvetl, and who 
luiped to get ort‘ tlie new camel toll through my mediation 
with the" Khan. At any rate, the loaders theniBclvas iiad 
nlreudv ex[)ressed this lioj»o to me, t.idy' I hail protended iiiU. 
to uuder.siand them. being feithe(»ming, 1 h.ad to 

spend tlio wbolo day at thi.'^ |tLua‘. lu rrM r I went J war* 
Kuri‘oinid<^d bv' pLo[.*h?. \\ c il-dre-sed ! nrt:i>nian, belonging 

tn the Khan’-' annv, inton -.iLd me Ibr a (fiin', Jiis eoiivurHal mil 
being very ^rusible. At la-I In lunked III (ho bull.mH on my 

great coat, ninl n.skeil vvilli -laat ‘I' ‘“''do 

of silver, ll(' k'pi Ivinmig llu' l.ailtoiis roiirul ami round, 
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until could stand it no longer; so I asked him in a mocking 
if*Khiva the silver had the same appearance as in Russia. 
The by-standers raised a loud shout of laughter, but the young 
man immediately left me, and said, as he struck his hand on the 
hilt of his sword—Mr. Envoy, we Turcomans arc a simple peo¬ 
ple, but this is overlooked and respect accorded to us for our 
bravery and our sharp blades, wliich are always readj’* for the 
service of our Khan.’' I ])acified him by hoping thathis sword 
^v ould also be at the service of my Czar should my mission 
succeed in uniting the two Sovereigns in the bonds of peace 
and amity. I went to bed late, and was just dropping oft' to 
slnep, when 1 was suddenly roused by the information that an 
officer from Khan Mahomed Ragiin had arrived. Ji. hand¬ 
some young man entered the room, accompanied by another 
much older person. They sat down on my bed, and the 
young man immediately began to interrogate me, in the name 
of the Khan, as to the cause of my visit and the intentions of 
my Governraont. 1 replied that 1 could offer no explanations 
except to the Khan liimself, or some person specially appoint- 
cmI by him to confbr with mo, and added that I had two letters 
to deliver, witli the contents of which I was unacquainted. 
I sluAvcd Abdulla (the young man) the scaled letters, and 
begged him to intimate this to the Khan. Ho rejoined that 
it was Ktr.angc that the llussian Czar should send embassies 
to Klilva fiom two (luartcr.i at the same time, .sooing that 
then: were already four Ihivoys in Khiva, and ho tlicn a.skcd 
fue if I was in tin; Kus ian Army. 

I tried to convinra: him that the people ho referred to 
could not really be Envoys, but only refugees passing them¬ 
selves off as such, and told him that tlu;y nuglit to he seized, 
and if they real 13^ were impostors, J promised to have them 
hk'Dl to Kii.-sia In ehains. Abdulla nevertbt less stuck to bis 
.assn-tlon tliat tliey were hointjuh: Russian Envoys, and allcr- 
wai-ds they turned out to f)o four Noga Cossacks, wlio liad 
Ijiougbt over a letter to tlie Klinn. 

Do you drink lea ?*' asked Abdulla. '' If so, let me make 
it. J ::aid—“ We jx oj^hj drink tea l^v day, and not at niidniglit ; 
buHides, I am ill and weiiry after my jouviiey ; so do me a favour, 
lUidlelme re .l. I'.uf well,’' 'fh' y f.lT and in tliOHO(jue) | 
found tliaf ibia /NlnlMlia was (lie nor* (^f an t.niincnt uflieial in 
Khiva, who laid f'onimly been iif Ihe KJuiu'h (wicu. Thu 
Khan hud iiev( r • ji< him to me, ami hif-? ♦jueHiiejiH )uid heen 
prompted by sIicm* »aniosity. ’.ro d ly 1 learned iliat tsvo 
KutiHUin..*, on he:uing of* tlm arri^ il iurvc(|,(r on the 
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TTircomau coast, had fled in that direction, leaving wife and 
children behind, the day before I arrived at Ak Serai but 
had been caught. The people of Kluva have many Russia 
slaves, whom they purcha.se from tho Kiigis, who kulmj 
them on the Orenburg frontier. They have also 
Persian and Kurd slaves, whom the lurcomans supply them 
with. A slave has, indeed, a bitter lot m Khiva. On the 
slightest suspicion of intended desertion he is punished ^vi i 
the most cold-blooded cruelty, and should 
offence, the poor wretch is nailed by an ear to the door, and 
left to endure every jirivation for three d.ys. If he sui vao 
this punishment his fate is not amended, for he is a slave as 
before. 

Gth October.—^hxs morning the hired horses arrived, but 
I was delayed in starting for two hours by an m\utation to 
breakfast fVom an elder. I mention this ciijumstance, be¬ 
cause but for it things might have gone very diftcrcntly with 
me, that is, I should have arrived m Khiva tlio same day, 
and the Khnu, Purpri.sod by my sudden appoaraiioe, would 

i.cr].ui« have recotved me well and disiuissod me early. 
1‘orhaps, also, had the rumour reached him that Lus.sian.s were 
on OuTr \v:i.v to Kliiva to avongo tho death ot l>okovitsli» tho 
pcoidc l)y his orders, might have torn ino to pieces before I 
evur roacliod tho city. Such a ivport would spivad very 
easily and rapidly in Khiva, and the Khan, who has uovor 
booir out of his own territory and its suiTour\dnig stoppe. 9 , 
Would readily liavo given credoucc tt) it. I had not goiu' 
tibovo six miles when a. horseman met mo at lull gallop, and 
requested mo, in the name of tho Khan, to halt until the 
arrival of two otKcers sent to meet mo tlio nigl)t l)eloro l^y 
tlio Khan. 

1 lial!(ul, and tlie deputies soon jqipoared, o'^corled hy 
fnur lior.semcn. d’ho elder of tho two was a biu.'ill nmn, nhout 
<>0 years of age, with a wliite lM>anl and the (iice of a noukoy. 
He occasionally stammered, and then jahliored at a heiuuu- 
dous pai^o to make up for it, l.a traying at cnj'i v word ii \ilo 
character and au insiitird^h^ avarice tor fU'iiu’\. I his "tis 
‘•.iVtt Chapaft' Alla X’ardi.'’ 1.'he prefix *' Att < hapnr 
» Ighities iij 'riuku-Ji **galh»piiig hoi(H<\ atid liad het u bo- 

nlow'.al on him becaiiHi' the Khan nlwiiys ciupley d him ti' 

jToi laiiu hia onleis tlueuglKUiJ tiui oamtry, ih* was 

a tfdl man, nioulish, witli a slight hi'lird, v' ln -e uolilo and 
inodoHi liuuring and duperiov maimers (piite uanuded with tho 
lirsl woixls ho H|n»ke. ills uiune \sus Ash Na/.a?', his 
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30 , and he filled the post of a Yuz Bashi/^ i,e,, Cen¬ 
turion, or Captain of a hundred. There is no such rank 
literally in Khiva, but the title is bestowed by the Khan in 
Avar time on the officers commanding divisions of his forces. 
Att Chapar, I subsequently heard, was a native of Astrabad, 
Avho had been brought to 'Ei.iva in his youth as a slave, Avhere 
he recanted Lis faith, embraced the Siul doctrine, and married. 
His son, Khwaja Margam, rendered such imj^ortant services 
in a battle, that ho became a Court favourite, and Avas 
entrusted Avitli the chief control of taxes and customs. 
Then, enjoying as he did the full confidence of the Khan, it 
was no difficult matter for him to advance his father and 
brothers to high positions. The Khan had bestowed much 
land and many canals on Att Chapar, and he had added 
greatly to his estate by liis own purchase, so that lie was noAv 
regarded as the third personage of the State in AA'ealth and 
position. As ho had a commercial connection Avith Astrac- 
can he begged the Khan to be allowed to entertain me as 
li)B gnest until my Inisiness should be settled, hoping pro¬ 
bably to receive a handsome acknoAvledgment from mo in 
the ovont of a favourable issue, or to put the Khan under an 
obligation by killing me, should my death be thought advis¬ 
able. He now informed me tliat it Avas the Khan s order 
Ihnl I bliould accompany liim to his stronghold of Val 
Kaldi/* Avhere all Avas in readiness for my reception. We 
rode 14 miles N. by B. through a splendid and pojjulou.-i 
tract, during llio whole distance seeing only one piece of 
bteppo, lying between two canals : the weather Avas clear 
and agreeable, and from a long Avay olf the fort ro.se to 
Avith a small garden to one side of it. It is in the 
f.»nn of a square, Avitli a toAver at each angle. Tlie Avails, 
built of stone set in mud, are 21 feet high hy IjO long 
(per i’acc). There is only cnio eJitraneo, and that by a largo 
gate, hccurerl with a powerful ])adl()ck. Khwaja Marg<im \a 
really llie (jwnor of tliis stronghold. Nearl}' all the gioat 
huidlM>ldi;rH biniilai* ohoh. Tiiuy aio not looj)holcd, 

and th(.‘ inti l iorH rontnin u siuall roserw'lr fur Avati r, huvcral 
courts aud a]»artniLi!tH^ Htore-luaiseH, nulls, and cow lioUhcii. 
''J'hey pi-oliubly owe tiicii origin to Iho dinlui bances which 
invnriiilily on ilio dcnlli of a Khun, tlie ciiij)by Uu'ono 

appearing to 1)0 iho :bif.rnr)l for n civil war. Bui in times ul* 
ptjjwiu th«.y )>rc also u ol’ul in allbrditu; Halb j-otjciits during 
lyi inva^iun oj 'I'lnconmn tmniiudc;i>*, loi oinh n Tort jirovi*led 
weth ail nu'-oHHiirn * in hol»l iitj (>\vn fV)» . rlavs ayinnHt a. 
licit too Iiahd llioHu lobhci.i 1 l*»tiijd aO in 
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GO souls in Ynl Kaltli, some occupy 

building, others, with their wiv nourts Jost opposite 
Yurts Shich they had erected m tlie^Oom t. d J 

the gateway stands a toAvci, < o-nrden, which contains a 
leads from the interior into -nevard. Tho garden 

small muddy lank, some trees, and ']• >"'<> ' me, ■ . o 

is Burroundid by a ° bavo to built. As 

Which a Mulla’s house and a (one of Att 

I entered the et me. He was an assistant 

Cliapar's sons) came forwaid to fimire and intelligent 

in Ids brotlre.4 dopf tmont, had a good h^m e m 

countenance, and altogebhei 1 fnmilv is distinguished 

posed than his fatlier. Att .C Lldom to be seen 

by two peculiarities, viz., then lon^ t_ £j.gt,day I received 
in'^KhivJ) and their “t^rSa-r to mo 

every possible “ Ji f.-om his elder brother, and 

a gi'ceting from the Klnm an i sue-av. A pdau was 

brouglit mo a tea equipage ant eii . particular 

prepared and all lund.s ol triii g latter was but a dark, 
apartment placed at my acv'oi.tal.lo owing to tho 

cold, unplastcred place, V^‘|' ,, i\vaudorod about tho Court 
great licit outside. Occasioiialb I ^aucleU;^ ^ 

or into the garden, but was C a^a m^^ 

whichat first I conceived bon.g trcatc.l us 

tion, but mea.nsJ.ile po-nniL. 

a prisoner. I'our oi my , visit llifir vclntives. I 

ted to go give me an antlieiice the day 

r' T ':x‘:;:;<Tcomt. 

Then Yakoob (Att J.^Jp v' tlc't 1 should l.o 

from Khiva, declared as a posilne cut.iinty 

sumuiuiicd a oenaiu Vako..l. 

8t/i Oclohi'r.- 11,» bad (iml'sl in Astoiee.ui, 

loai his M.onoy tiu IV, ,,,a.is^:i a .-..usi.h ,•. 

employment as a m ^ . cmiic iVoii\ tliv’ Kli?o) (f n-k 

able amount of weaUli agum. ^ , I .va-ebai .,,.1 

witli, and (leinniKled tin ■ ^ veuue.U, I rejeelr d it 

deliver to the Kll.ui, , ^ 7' V M 

......oi.iv, .u.,1 ...1.1 imi, 11,.. 1 ;“,''i,., . 

. |.,Y,...ll.,r..rl.,m,»l„.b I ... 
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SIURAVIEV’s VISIT TO TIIE TURCOJIAS 


\N INIIABITA^-TS 




Hereupon lie left me in a huff. With this 


to him in person. 

Yakoob Bey came another Yako^b Tv birth T' 

long since embraced the Mahomedan faith As tbis^T *^ 
.vith Astracca.jana p.enWg, he nnS„i‘Et,W 
tain extent. He often visited me, and iravp ^ • e 

ation about the state .of trade between " 

Cashmeer, Avhich latter country his brother bad 
visited. One day a Turcoman in my se^^ 
the bazar, that of Kazavat, that the^han had'lefrShv^ 
and Ai^s going to receive me in a particular castle not £av 
from Yal Kaldi. I communicated this news to Ah Pho,.ov 
and Yuz Bashi, who, however, would not believe it and 
assured me that it was quite untrue which it was, for I heard 
that same evening that the Khan had left Kliiva on a 12 days' 
hunting expedition into the steppe the very day that Yakoob 
Bey had visited me. Meanwhile I began to be treated more 
discourteously every day. My allow’ance of food became 
scantier. ‘ I was no longer alloAved tea or firewood for "the 
kitchen ; indeed, at first i \vas forbidden to buy food on niy own 
account: this prohibition was afterwards cancelled in order to 
inercaso tlio perquisites accruing to A tt Chapar, who miuu'u»'od 
iny purcluuses for mo. The survcillanco over mo beciuno 
oyery day stricter. I was not allowed to leave my room f ir a 
single minute without a guard of two men, aud at lust thoy 
placetl a sentry over my door with orders not to admit 
any one, whilst at night a man slept at the threshold, so 
as to 1)0 rouisod any time llio door o]»eiicd. My 'rm- 
comans who had been to the bazar further informed mo 
that, on my arrival, tl,ie Klian had at once asseinhled a 
(.^nuieil, to wl'ilf^h all the eminent persons of tlie State, the G’ov- 
ernor and Coinmandant of the town of Urgaiij (his bro¬ 
ther Kiitli i\^irad Inakh), and the Chief Priest‘(Cazi) had 
bo'.ri suhiinonod ; that they had had a lengthy conference, 
but that no one knew the result. Several days after thi.^^, 
huvcvcr, I learned from some of the Turcoman rclati\-cK of 
my com|i.inion.4, mio among whom v.as in the domc.stic survicit 
o( tJin Kliaii, that v. jn;ii i\IalAJin*. d Katjjim In ard IIklI I hiid 
lakrn notes on tho road, Ic. jirenouncud inc tt.» he 


ail id in ( /OU?i* il lli.it 
bl.Oip; t* n- li'il li.i \ 

(InHn'H. 1 .1 s o| ]iiv 
\vii4 t()i> lulu (i; think 
fJa/.j M advii'.e, and I ho 
bclif.'X’cr, wild fhdiihl 1 
K hull then aaid I lui ( lo* 


a. h 


' Turcdmun- 
iinir<i< i ' 

, Idr^ O' 
dl' it 
( 'a/.l I) 
n; hnn* 
had 


wln. 


'.V, 


liiul 

and 


escorted na.i weru to 
d no Ct) ro'fh' and pos.^c.sHuil 
ilini I W’a-; .H lually there, it 
.via roiljx^n Ii<- ]jad asked ihu 
d ti.afc I. wa.4 an ufi- 

I ?i!d I m Uji: .'deppe. Tho 

ii die < .V. : r«o a aluirjMji' man 


f 
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OF THE EASTEHN COAST OF THE CASPIAN SEA, 
than he really ^Fa9, “ for,” said he, “ supposing the 

his Czar can easily come here next year and cany a^ay the 

wives from my harem. _ It will be muc i 

him and let him take his iViere 

wait. I want first to know his object ^ 
was great ditleienco of opiniou as to the a . 'p 

orin.fl I had come to obtain the release f ‘ 
captives ; others that it was to deinanc ^ ^ " l-»/Aforo in the 
Russian ships which had been burnt ten yea • their 
Bay of Balkan by the Atta IVrcomans f 

expulsion from the shores of the Caspian ^ ..rr.ni/ 

had become Mahomed Eagims subjects); / 

thought that my mission must bo with the view to demand¬ 
ing vengeance ibr the death of Bekovitsh, &c. 

They B])oke of a Russian lleot said to have 
the Turcoman Coast, and to have bccii^ ciigagcc in cic ^ ^ * 
large fortress there, which was halt finished, and suggc bUi 
that, now I knew the road, I might next appear at tlio head 
of an army marching on Khiva. iNlany gl'-vo it as tlicii opi¬ 
nion that the Rus.sians might bo at war with I orsia and that 
Iho Coimnandcr in Georgia wan desirous of Iic'lp troin t!ie 
Khan of Khiva. Some oven a.^sert-cd that tlic Rus.siaiis had 
^oi/od the Akkila fortress near Astrabad. Still they iioaily 
•dl voted for my destruction oitlior by execution or asMa‘.sina¬ 
tion, or, at least, for my onslavemoiit. My arri val was a cause 
of «'»‘reat disquietude to the Khan, but from a dread ol .lcus<^ia 
Im did not dare to take my life ojiculy, however much lie mav 
liavo desired to do so. In I his slate oi uncorta iniy and 
doubt, not being able to arrive at any determination, ho 
thought it host to leave mo in anxiety and suqieiiso until ho 
had procured furtlier information or other means by whicli 
he might accomplish his purpose. Kvery day Ire.sh ik pula- 
tions cTamo to mo to enquire about tho object ^>f mi.ssum, 
but 1 remained inrfcctlv reticent to all comurs. I Ins iidurm- 
atiou a.s to tho general do.siro for my di>.slruction e.xj.roH.m^d hy 
the members of Council, us also the hcch t sclu ii.o the 
K.haiiV, gUNo me a gn.d wlmck. I ss«*uld not ul Inst iuc. pt 
it as true, but furtlier ciicuinstances anti inld'tional reports 
lamvinccd inc very soisi tliai it was ii'-> lalst’ho<*d. . hmy^ 
NcluinoH Ii'.w liCMUii t-' I'b tli'-.nigli niv lniiin. 'I'li.' uh a of 
night occmiccl t.) mo, btil lli.-iight-i ol' tho .li-b'inoo »l louviin; 
tuv iiiipolntoa task unporlhrmo.l, svliilst tlioro \\n>. ai>v l.opo 
rioloi rOfi mo from tliibi, an.l I il-ti rmmea t.i htay mu 
mvHfll’ jiiaiifully :^bouM I bo .hcI upon, Happily tomi'l 




0? INDIA 
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perusal of which afforded 

me relaxation during my morning walks in tho garden. 

12«/j October. This afternoon one of my Turcomans 
brought me some ep and dried fruits, saying they uiTseS 
me by a Russian who was at tho gate, and be|ged me to 


come 


out for a few words of conversation with him A s T did nnt 
dare to do this, I had to dismiss him Snnf • i" 
Tliree days passed without the slightest further enli-htmiment 
as to iny fate, but the strict surveillance and rough°trLtment 


did not leave much room for doubt as to the Khan’s de.signs. 
I was for 48 days altogether in this state of suspense, and 

ind during that period is im- 
shall therefore occupy myself 


what I suffered in body and mind during that neriorl 
possible for me to describe. I -lt__ r. 1 

with other matters. 

IQth Khwaja MarganVs little son, of ton years 

old-, who was a great pet of the Khan’s, and had continually 
to play at chess with him, came to-day to Yal Kaldi and 
brought me the news that his father w^ould soon come to sec 
me. As, however, I had been so often before deceived, I did 

not believe this. ^ Khwaja Margam’s brothers and many other 

officials often visited me, but bored mo terribly instead of 
giving me any pleasure by their society. At Icngtii I liit upon 
the thought that perhaps among all the people about me one 
might be found who would give mo genuine and true 
inlormation as to what was going on in Khiva. J therefore 
unscmbled them all, presented each with as handsome a gift 
UH 1 could afford, anti endeavoured to persuade them one by 
tmo to do this; but no one would dare to speak with mo 
alone from fear of being fiotrayod by tho others. At last I 
found a poor old man, by name ilcy Mahomed, a native of 
Bokhara, who wished to make tho pilgrimage to IMooca. Tlo 
liad loft his country 17 years back and lived in this fortress, 
supporting liimsolf by tlic manufacture df waist belts. 1 
pK .-iiiutod lilin with a pair of scissors, and ihorel^y won his 
favour lu such an extent, tlnit lio ventured to cemo le JiUi in 
Kocrot and give mo various scraps of information. lie could 
not, indeed, give mo very much now^'j, but he did me a great 
HCrvice by informiiig luo of the (juarrcl cxit^tiiig Ix.tvvci li < lio 
Ytiz Basbi and At(. Cbapar <)ii my acc’eimt. f really 
under the aupiu vision of Yu/. I.»u^bi, a good, lionest, tiiipresiim- 
ing i/iun. 

To liim laid bi ♦ n oiitruHtt'd tin' duiy ♦•f lc< * ping a Inoii 
wairli over mo, and tln^reforo. wlif-e I inviti il him to visit mo 
aloiio, ho iii$ud to fear evil eou^ngueiicus, and al\^'ays nlrovo to 
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^oid m-ivato interviews of that nature. Att Cliapar never let 
him out of his siijht, and always followed him when he came 
to me, dreading that I should give the \u/. ibaslu a present. 
Noticing his greed, I one day (having given him clotli before 
tlien) pi^oseutcd him with a piece of linen, ami conjured him 
to toll no one of it, particularly not tlie Yuz Basin. His true 
character at once appeared ; he hastily seized the present, liid it 
like a thief, ran away from the place, and, coming back, sat him¬ 
self down beside the Yuz Bashi as if nothing had happened, 
i enlif'htened the Yuz Bashi on this efterwards, and ho eiyoy- 
cd the ioke with all his heart, and spoke contemptuously of 
Att Chapar and his whole family. On my arrival I had present¬ 
ed the Yuz Bashi as well as Att Chapar Avith a piece of cloth, 
which Att Chapar’s steward had taken 

afterwards it turned out that halt a yard of the 1 uz ^ 

i.ioco had been cut off, and Att Chapar insis cd that ho had 
done it himself. This was a hone of contention between, 
them, and when I complained to the \ uz Bashi of the want 
and discomfort I was reduced to, and of the uncpil treat¬ 
ment I was experiencing, my confidence touched him, and lie 
became my friend, severing himself openly from Att Chapar, 
who now no longer dared, as heretofore to sneak about alter 
him Every clay now I sent Pctrovitsh Rccrotly to foment 
their quarrel, and, profiting by their disseiiHions, to pick up 
true information. The latter managed once to persuade the 
Yuz Bashi to come into the garden and meet me alone, and 
then 1 received the comforting assurance that, although tho 
audience day was not fixed, I might expect at any lunir to bo 
called before the Khan, and that the latti>r would most liKoly 
decide mv case dircctlv he returned, and not go out hunting 
a<raiii without doing" so, as a rumour was current among 
lus subjects that the Khan was overawed by a Bu.-.^iim 
Envoy, did not know liow to answer him, and had tneioloio 

lied into the Bioppo, &c., &c. 

lu lliosc coiiversalion.-i I often iul. rc.giilcJ liim ulumt 
the Klian, his relatiuiis with iieighlKmiing Hlates. and the m- 
tcnial economy of Kluva, and n. qmivd a geud deal ol inlenn- 
alien on those iuhjeefs. The Yuz Ijashi rcseuiud (he Ivnm- 
nv of Die Khiva ■(h.vernm..nt, and appear.-, t... disliU.- tivo 
Khan, hut n.;ver sui.l a word against him. ll.’ -a" Inal all 
tli.^ |l.•o|.le ahont tlie Klitui sto.jd in such dread d Inm, that, 
(he. fcurc.l t.. allu.K W me oven, hul ho u.-ver(hcl. sa 

(lull mv i.fiair v.-..nld have u fortuuate issue, Hio N "/■ ■'rt'-lo 
was r..l.ile.l h' llu -.c ud N'lzier, Kush Begi, aii.l bud hiiiHcH 
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fled to Bokliam sonic years before to escape the Khan’s 
seven y. He had remained there for two years, and returned 
only on the pressing solicitation of the Khan. After win¬ 
ning ills coi^denco, luy mind became much easier, and when- 
ever i could not have a personal interview, I had only to 
send Petrovitsh to him ; he took a sincere interest in my 
situation, and I could always tell by his countenance whether 
the news from Khiva was favourable or not 


^\ hen I subsequently met him at Tiflis a.s Ambassador 
from the Khan he told me that the reports before mentioned 
mth regard to the assembly of the senate and their vote for 
in}' death were not without foundation. When my Turco 
mans saw that things were going badly, they lost their re¬ 
spect for me, and, indeed, tried to abandon me from fear of 
having to share my fite. Directly they entered the market 
a crowd would assemble round them, asking on what day my 
execution was to come ofl; or if it were true that the Envoy 
had been strangled the night before, &c., &a This gave their 
Cliicfs a pretext for counselling them to desert me, and another 
great weight with tliem was the report that 
the Khan was much enraged against the Yomuds, because 
they had not 3^ct paid the toll he had recently laid on all in¬ 
coming camels. Said himself became disrespectful, as the 
following incident will show He had taken his female slave 
atima to all the villages and bazars about, but could no¬ 
where get his price for licr. This i)oor woman lived in the 
same room with all the rest of the party, but wlien they went 
out she used to be so ill-treated by the other people in tlio 
fortro.^s, that I had lVu([uently to send Petrovitsh to drive 
them oil. On one of these occasions the ruffians behaved so 
badly (o her, that Patima fled, and declared that she would 
eer^ainly take h<;r own life if she were not sold soon. When 
.Said returned T represented the state of things to him, and 
begged him to liavc it altered, and to sell Fatima, whose pro- 
h«..nee was a semdal to us all. Ho listened to mo fjuietly, 
thou rose up and snid - **^FaI•ewc•ll Murad Bug ! My service "is 
at an end, fur siie c (his is U) he \our treatment of jiie, J leave 
you. FatiJiui is m3 Hlave, and I sh.all sell her wlieiuw'cr and 
to whoiii.>>'0(jvur 1 ples.st;.' With ihosu \v<irds ho wont avjn^ 

1 ridled lilm bucU, ah<l hu eaino, }>rnbahl 3 '^ su|»j[Hj.sing I wouM 
ask his i>ardoii for my inturfi.r* nee. ** Look hero/* .^^,1 
liiiek Mjit'.u 3 ^ou Hnu my unliutunahi situstlun, and ihar lh;il 
yt>vi mriy, ]»erha|»s, Imso to share it; go haek and tell Jviat Aga, 
wJio reeominendod yarn to me, that you have left me in this 
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jolace. Know, liowevor, that, so long’ as I have my weapons, I 
fear neither you nor any one else, and that without weapons 
no one shall ever see me. Now go, and do not come near me 
again.” Theso words affected him; he sat down and reflected, 
then began to weep, begged my forgiveness, and swore to 
stand by me and share my lot. 

I made the matter up with him, and next day he sold 
Fatima. My food allowance became meanwhile every day 
scantier and of worse quality, and as I was not permitted to 
make my own purchases, I had to have recourse to stratagem, 
that is, I used to give Att Chapar s steward money to buy 
bread and mutton, and these, when they arrived, wore passed 
off as a gift sent to me. Att Chapar was certainly a very 
eminent and rich individual, but so gi'eedy was he, that ho 
actually condescended to pilfer scraps of meat out of my store¬ 
room. He had seven Kussian slaves in his service, of whom 
one was in Yal Ivaldi, three in Khiva, and three in other 
places. The Kussian at Y^al Kaldi was called David, and 
had been kidna])pcd as a boy of 14 near the fortress of 
Troitsk on the Orenburg frontier, and sold as a slave at Khiva. 
He had already ])assed IG years in bondage, and had changed 
hands several times. Quito a Khivan in manners and cus-’ 
toms, he had nevertheless remained true to his faith. He was 
always kept away from me, but Petrovitsh once accidentally 
met liim, and was immediately implored to get me to exert 
myself for his release. I sought every opportunity to got a 
word with him, and succeeded at rare intervals. J told liiju 
to try and find out from the Iiussians who occasionally came 
out from Khiva with their Arabas” what was going on 
there, and ^\hat reports wore current about me. David was 
easily able to get (liis intolligonco, as he was intimate with 
four inarnc<l Ivussians, wlio wore favourites of tlio Khan, and 
always about his pr’rso]i. Tlio news lie brouglit ci>n(Irnied 
wlmt [ have already given about the pt*t)ccedings oi iho 
(Jouiicil of Stale, and ibis was furt))i‘r eorroh<»ia(ed by tho 
tvui I’ersiau slaves who wore in Kaldi, and wlu^ did all they 
Could to plojisc nie. Iking very anxious (o lime a juivato 
intiu'viewv w'itli r).M\ itl, 1 manuged It) gi ( liim into my room ono 
night, altliougli lie km \v that it was iloafh fin* liim to I>o dis 
iMjvered holding coimuimjiation with me. He gave mo I he 
verv iiiti'lligence I h:i*l alread\ heard iVom my Turconmn.s, 

1 furtluv cihtaiuod a deal of lniormali(U\ from him about flies 
KuHsiau slax'es in Khiva, and at. l.iMt dismisHuil him with the 
present f>l‘ a duiat. The Kirgis on the Oruiibuiv frontier 
make it tlioir business to c'atcli ItuHsiaiis and aid* llmm m 

H 
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11 Ya, but it IS said that there' are just as many Russian 
s a\es in Rokhara as there are in Khiva. These poor people 
day set to' perform the heavy labour, which 
neither iurcomans nor Khivans are capable of perform- 
ing. r 01 subsistence they each receive 80lbs. of meal per 
month, and no other remuneration beyond a cast-off coat 
(Caftan) now and then. Whatever they can save from 
then- allowance of meal they sell, and by this means 
and piliering on occasions they manage to scrape a little 
money together. When they have amassed the amount 
of their purchase-money (generally 20 to 30 Tillas), which 
seldom occurs under 20 years, they then purchase their free¬ 
dom fioni theii master, and are set at liberty, except so far as 
leaving Khiva is concerned, for the least suspicion of intended 
flight from the province is visited with capital punishment. 
A 3 ^oung Russian (up to 25 years of age) fetches from GO 
to 80 Tillas. The Persian slaves are much cheaper. Of the 
latter there may be 30,000 in Khiva, but there are not more 
than^3,000 Russian slaves there. The Persians (caught by 
the Turcomans near Astrabad) come into the market in 
batches of five, ten, and even thirty at a time. Tlieir captors do 
not trouble themselves about them on the road, and, if they 
got exliausted, leave them without compunction to die in 
the steppe. On arrival at Khiva their owner sets himself 
clown \yith them in the market, and purchasers surround him, 
inspecting ancl examining the poor wretches, and haggling 
about their prices, as if they were buying horses. Sometimes 
tho TurcomaiiH kidnap them out of Khiva and take them 
back to their par<;nts in Persia, who are often able to 
pay them handsomely. During my stay in Khiva Koveral 
Hiioli batclies were brought into the market, sold, and taken oft’ 
to tlio villagoH. Att Chapar bought, when I was there, 
a boy of IG years old, the son of a rich Astrabad mercliant, 
for a pretty cousId(n'al>lo sum, onl^^ in the hope, however, 
of being able to sell him l)ack again at a great profit. 
Tho boy s sister, a girl ol‘ I t, was chagged througli all the 
markutH witliout a pur' haser appearing, as the price demand¬ 
ed fir her was SO ’.I’lllas and sullifient gfiod rh>th to mak*. 
a coat out oi’, f^t.-rsiau slavf s are <*bligod to recant their doc¬ 
trine and follow Unit olitaining in Kliiva, but the RusHians 
Hr <5 not inoh stod in tliis way. J >avid as.snred me tliat 
they wt.vo evcri allow'd a pniate phu e for tlieir holy jiiohnv.s^ 
where thfy could say th(nr pravers al nig]»t. On two f s- 
livala in I he yenr itioy ;ire ])cnniltod hy their masters (o 
j|j<i out walking and funuse tltenibf 1\os. 
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On those occasions they assemble together anti intoxicate 
themselves with a spirit which they distil from a kind ot 
berry. 

The festivals generally terminate in murder or homicide. 
Masters have the power gf 2 )iitting their slaves to death, but 
seldom avail themselves of the riglit from economical (X)nsi- 
derations. They therefore punish their slaves, as a ride, b^ 
putting out an eye, or cutting oft’ an ear. 

In my own presence Att Cha 2 ')aj' wanted to cut oft one 
of David’s ears, because the latter had been to Khiva and had 
stabbed a Persian slave in a broil. Att Chapar first struck 
him over the face with a whip, then seized a knife, and com¬ 
manded that he should be thrown down and shorn of an oar, 
and it wa.s with groat trouble that U.sbeg JMaliomcd Aga, his 
steward, could restrain him from having this caiiiod out. I 
did not take David’s part from fear of rather injuring tlian 
benefiting him by my intervention, and so left the scene, but 
David ct?me to me tlio same night and said—Did j'Oii see 
how they struck mo and wished to cut off my cai ? IMtue than 
that .1 received yesterday oveniiig 500 cuts with a wliip from 
the son, but iiovortliolcss they fear mo : .W^t you see if they 
dont all fly before me when 1 get drunk I 

20ih October .—Said Nazar arrived from Arganj. IIo 
came to see mo frequently, and whether it was tJiat T was 
suspected of desiring to escape, or what, I do not know, but 
every time I asked him if the Ivhau would be back ^soon, he 
answered mo angrily—‘^Pcrliaps, tlien, 3 *ou tliiuk ot lunning 
away ?’^ Well, just you try it, and you shall sou wluit will 
then happen to >’ou.*^ 1 swallowed my anger, but auswoied him 
brieily that an hliuoy neve r ran away, because hi.-, jiia>tei was 
aiiswcruble fur his safet y. This con\'ersatu>n led iiio tt» s[»ecu- 
late as to whotlier they had divined my intention (»f* ultimately 
ftuving myself by iligiit sliould no hope i<main ; so I went 
into the garch’n, lookeal at the wall, and pe^rcx'iveil (luit a latlder 
which had stood at the rurtlu.-r>t |»'>iiit, and on 'wltadi I li>ui 
been counting as a stand Ijv. had hreu launo^ed, NNiu ienpen 
I (aiinplninod to the Vuz liashi ef Sai<l Nazai’s nidsnesr^. and 
declared that, in spite of Alt ( 'hajun s \ei)i rablo \shili' iiourd, I 
looked upon him and his v/hole breed m Itli the d<»e|iesl tli.'^giisl, 
\"f»n uri> right, ' said tlu; Yu/. lh\.-ihi, ‘‘a long Ik.’U-iI has in*t 
iiiuclj to flo vxlh the matter. W'l.y, a he goat ha. a Jong hejual.'’ 

Jl.S’t (h f jhrr.-' llakiin .\li Ik.y call* d on me ami assmerl 
irumt his rri*.)i-lship. and said be was nb*iul to Jly (rmn lvln\a 
viih his e.iravan. “ Tlio Kliun’s eve^, ’ aan.l le , ’* ave jusf 
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filled with blood; at other times every one might ap¬ 
proach mm : now, however, he listens to no one, but lays an un¬ 
heard-of impost on each caravan that arrives, thereby quite 
ban mg the road to Khiva for us, and he has us hanged and 
impaled, &c., &c.” This was no exaggeration, for he continu- 
ally put his Turcoman subjects to death for theft and other mis¬ 
demeanours, and by this means contrived to keep some sort of 
Older in his territory. During my residence there five Turco¬ 
mans were on one occasion all hanged at the same time. 

Hakim A.li Bey begged me to give him a letter to Pono¬ 
marev, but I could not bring myself to trust him, so 1 gave 
him an old coin of J ulius Cmsar, which all on board the^cor¬ 
vette knew I carried on my person, and told him to give it to 
the ship s Gliaplain, with the request that he would burn a 
candle for it before the holy picture, and said that, as this was 
one of our customs, I did not ask the service from him secretly, 
but ho might make my commission known to every one. 
‘a^^orgive what has passed,” replied he, ^Gand tell no one that 
1 have behaved to you, Turcomanlike, so rudely. 1 have come 
expressly here to bid you farewell.” 

In spite of the strictness with which the Turcomans were 
forbidden to come near me, they always found means of gain¬ 
ing access. A few of them were of great service, but the 
greater number Avere simply a nuisance. 

23rd October .—At Icngtli the Khan had returned from 
his hunting expedition, and arrived at the Canal Dash Haos. 
Kvery one looked on it as a certainty that 1 should soon ho 
granted an interview. But five days passed, and 1 was still 
k(ipt luidov surveillance ; so, seeing no means of escaping fr^na 
my weary captivity, I determined to try tlie effect of tlircats 
as a lust resource. I begged my keepers to go repeatedly to 
the IChan, and to say in my name that winter was now at 
hand, and that th(;re was danger of the ci^rvette’s being it-o- 
bounrl in tlio bay of Balkan, or <»f being wrecked, a.s she could 
not de])art without mo, and tliat, in case of her sulfering 
any mishup, the Khan would hav** to roiule-r an acerjuut ol’ 
it to tho Bushian O.ar. Dnhickily no tuie dared to carry 
thi.-' ineHsagu to tho Khan. Tliiue of mv 'rurrtuna ns, neeijig 
now how badly fhingH were going, began to giv(! tln*n».s« Ivon 
gia.'it aii.s, and onr* »ii’ them cvaai asked ino lo di.sf*l>arg(* him. 
j did 'o, inni pen*(;i\«ul if* my (f V that iio nfif rwatds n.)it'ntcal 
(d liri hj«;p^ jUHt as Saul li;u.i (loiio. 

I To-iluy j !n\iO;cl Ati ( luq^ar and f he 

Vn/. lia jj virtii me, in oi’h. r lo l.ion for <'erUilu wliat 
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the Khan’s real designs were, and begged them again to 
represent the state of the corvette to him, and how he would 
bo^ called upon to answer for any damage it might sustain; 
but t]ie 3 ’' iirayed me to wait onl}' tor one day longer until 
Khwaja Margam should come to \al Kaldi, whero^ ho i\aa 
hourly expected. Finding them detorinined, I Avishod to 
send Said or Petrovitsh to Khiva, but this was not permitted. 


ith ?rovemher.—I was to-day informed by a Turcoinan 
that a Yomud, by name Ni^^az Batur, had arrived in Khiva 
from the Krasnavoda coast with two letters from Fonouiarev, 
one for the Khan, and the other for me. 

Gth November .—At daybreak I sent off Kuhlji secretly 
to Khiva to look up Niyaz Batur and to ask him for niy 
letter. 


The next day Niyaz Batur brought the letter to mw 
himself. He said that the Khan had been greatly pleased 
■with Pouoniarev’s letter, .*ind had been foruiorly dcceiv'ed 
by the false reports brouglit in by the Turcomans to the 
ctlect that the Russians wore going to build a fortress on the 
coast, reports now contradicted by the letter. The Xlian 
had therefore, as a mark of his favourable intentions towards 
me, sent him personally to deliver my letter, and to pray luo 
to have a little juoro patience, as he would very sliortly grant 
]nc the desired interview. Ratnr said a great deal moie, but 
every other word was in his own praise, or anout the deep 
obligation T wivs under to him, so I did not attach much 
faith to it all. However, I entertainc'd hhu to tlie host 
of my ability as a messenger from the Jvlian, and eld 
Att (^hapai* constrained liimsolf to-day to be liberal, and 
spent about as much money as he usually did in a whole 
week. 


Ponomarev’s letter c( ntained Tudhiuy ot iinpertaiuv. 
lie merely said that lie wouhl await my return until lli*’ 
Sth November. 

1 gave Xiyaz I.kitiir a considerable proseuit, and («»ld liiiu 
that, as I had no wish to keep anything vn I fonn^ iho 
Xhan, lie might coMiinunicjto this letfer to hini. NInuz k.itur 
swore that in two d.-iy^ 1 nIiouKI fertniiily I**' HUiiiinohe»l lo 
tile Kluin, and that iniMU\\loIe he weiihl s*’iid any lu vs ^ that 
might Ik' ‘>r iin]! »r(nnee t(, me by luri ewn spread nK’'is«'M)4-erM, 
1')ie more I retle’cled uii tlie math r. llic l trusted ihi^ 

Niva/. Tiatui'n hut a man «h’pnsed iki ulniosl c\ery 

iu» ot rO'ieue at an v scrap el hope that may luri' 
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up ; so I abandoned myself to 
afforded me, and believed tlio 
true. 
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tire joy that this conversation 
assurtinces and promiaea to be 


To celebrate the occasion I invited the relations of my 
iurcomans to the entertainment, bought two sheep, flour, 

&c., haa a pilau made, and treated them and the inmates of 
the tort as 'well as I could. 


1 1 was probably the first time that those gloomy walls 
had echoed the sounds of mirth; but as the half-starved 
slaves and rurcomans began to fight over the viands and to 
snatch the meat from each otlier’s hands, the festivities wore 
soon over, and I dismissed Niyaz Batur. 

Oth 
He bad 
for a fcT 
Khan's { 

the Khan was preparing for my reception, and had Already 
ordered dresses for presentation to me; that one door of 
luy room was to be closed, beliind which a Russian would 
Bit and overhear my words, and that I should bo dismissed 
with marks of honor, &c., &c, I could hardly behove all this ; 
therefore I begged the Yuz Bashi to tell me if he thought f 
should have to pass the winter in Khiva, or should bo able 
to depart soon after the audience, as I wished to shape niy 
plans accordingly. Jio replied—'* 1 cannot deceive you, and 
therefore confess that 1 do not myself know, ft sooins, liow- 
evr r, tliat you may expect the snmiiMjns hourl 3 ^" I begged him 
again to carry my messago about the corvette to the Khan, and 
lie promined that, if no ono nliould arrive from Khiva by the 
nexldavat noon, he would himself ride straight to the Khan, 
d'hreo <la 3 ''s w«‘iit by, and he never took his promised ride. 

1 reprosenied io him again that he had nothing to fear 
ill llio mal.ter, a.s, a«.*curding to Niyaz Bafiir, the Khan was 
v<-iy hmdly diwpoMed toward * me. lie re]»lio(l—“ \b)ixur«j nns- 
talom. 1 did not wish to shake your confnleiiee at tirst ami to 
i)»Mke you rliKiruBt a man in whom vow hud oiuui tru.‘-t< cl, but 
now I iioeO O.-ll yi»\i ili.u Niyaz iJiiiur is an ureli trailoi* ; iu 
om w-u’d, be in a I nreoinan, who-.o Wovd no om; should aciu pt 
as l.ru<\ We Khi\air; trda* lla* iiu-:a-no i*f these gentry very 
«e4:ai!it.»;ly, iihd. uccMdingly, ii ly. 1^, ]*,_ t),;Tt tJu'V usually end 
(heir uiioer on tlie r’aHov^.i 1(,4 v.a i jiylii m Ihc main, hir 

Nivaz iMU'or »natt nu' tin- pi-nim u il m. , a ny, r;oul f.Uovm 

oiJy toovern arb m** ui loiikmg Ibb pureliw » 1 m» hud 

aiiderlaken lor nii*. 


Aovemher, —This evening he visited mo ao-ain. 
found the Khan at Mai Jungle, whither he had gone 
T days hunting. _ Five more days elapsed without the 

. I11...... I __ * I 1 .1 1 


lending for me, 


Meanwhile David acaiiainted mn fbnf 
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ith Novemhev ,—At last the uz 
offcnclca by Att Cliapar in some 


Bashi having been 


% 


matter or other, 


came to me, ana saia inab j 

and represent to the Khan both my plight and the sitpation 
of the corvette. Yes, he was resolved, he said, in spite of the 
dangers, to tell the Khan in my name that he would respon¬ 
sible to the Russian Czar tor the loss of the latter, and that, if 
he wanted to keep me, ho might at any rate let the corvette go 
by telling me so. Two days hence the Khan was to go off 
into thelteppe on a three months’ hunting trip, and all his 
carts and beasts of burden had already been .sent on ahead. 
“If things go well,” said the Yuz Bashi, “ expect me back to¬ 
morrow afternoon.” 

I5t/i iYoremI*cr.—He left me on the 14th and the whole 
of the next day jiassed in fruitless waiting. 1 began to think 
that the Yuz Bashi had been called to account foi con¬ 
veying my message to the Khan, or that my atlair.s were 
taking an unlucky turn, so I determined to cany out my 
early project and save myself by flight. This project 1 J's- 
closed only to Petrovitsh, for I Icared to trust myself all at 
once to Said; however, I managed to lead the latter on to recom¬ 
mend the very thing I was driving at. At first I pretended 
that I could not possibly bring mysclt to run away, but at lasu 
assented to his (?) proposal, and then we settled down to con.si- 
dcr the best means by which the scheme could bo carried out. 
Eventually wo concocted the following plan to 

buy horses from his relations and to bring two 1 urcomans to 
CO with us. These latter were Khan Mahomed ami Janak, 
robbers who wore leaving Khiva to escape the gallows. I pro¬ 
mised to compensate Said for the loss ot his camels, and furllier 
to make over to him and liia comrades the presents mfeiidod 
jbr the Khan. Said, it wa.s arranged, was to go to tlio luiu- 
ket on (lu^ morning of the 10th and buy boots and lurs ; ho 
wn.s to return bv noon, go back to the village m the evening, 
and bring the' ber.-cs to the fort at midriigd.t wlmn. I 
was to rouse my comrades, and we were Ihcn all (■'.leave tho 
place wiMi our iiro-nnuH loacled. In oraer tliai. .Saul >honla 
urn no unncc ssary danger, it was agrcol to wail for die ^ na 
Bashi until tho exening of the Kith, and tliiit, d he Mou d 
arrive atb r Said had gone to |•.•^.•b the l.ot-es, we «h"'dd 
earn out our project all the ,,uinc. however lavo.irable dm 
nous nii-lit he th.at he biongld. for without doubt the report 
of our irdciul al tliyht would ly that time have gut abroad, 
atul SaidV ruin ami our own would be the leuult. 
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'iTxl IJ Octobei'. Said went off in the morning, as agreed, 
tn rff ^ looked about us for the best place 

t^nn T f out of the fort from. After much rkec- 

tion I found that the best method would be to get over the 
jvall with a rope, although Said had expressed his strong 
dissent to thi.s plan sa^dng that it would be much better to gS 
out by the gate and take Att Chapar’s horses with us. With 
tliengo at full gallop to the frontier, and, Icav- 

the exhausted animals there, steal fresh ones from the 
I urcomaas. 

1 I waited impa¬ 

tiently foi mid-day to see what fate had in store for mo. If 

I had not Avished to leave Yal Kaldi secretly, I could certainly 
liave forced my ^vay out, for there wore only a few lads and 
armed nien m tlie place, and besides, I could have counted on 
tlio assistance of David and the Persian slaves. If pursued 
I would have defended myself to the last drop of blLd, and 
would probably have had a fair chance of getting off safe and 
sound. Noon came, but with it no Yuz Bashi, and no Said. 

J iiegaii to fear treachery, ami wna not a little aiixiouH about 
.-am. 1 1,0 sun was sinking, and I was sitting meditating in 

a toinei, when suddenly Said made liis appoaraneo and'^sat 
down bosKlc me. « You are late,” said I, <' but peihaps your 
/cal ana your nuniy commissions arc to hlanu'. Is all roadv 
for midnight P “ J J ol.l, Mura.l Boy.” ho rci-lied ; « don’t be In I 
liuiry, hut listen to wliat J have done. AVhon I rejected that 
iiK.u are ruled by destiny, I thought that jierhai.s it would 
punish US it wo sliould lly and try to escape it.” J stood un 
on hcuririgthi.M, and said- “ Wliy did you not tell me yesterday 
that you .•Old.I not locp your word ' llttiliny wi bi ruK (o fly 
but you nr,. „ Irmtor. Have you l.ought what I told you to < 

1 KiioA wljiit my eour.vi, shall ho.” ‘‘I ha vo homdd n.'ithim-” 

ouid .S.o,l, •■nod hor. is y,.ur money hnol;/' | ha,I giv, i, ),im 

10 du.-als, and he now gave mo a. imn.Ilul of smaireoins an,l 
elij.ix d li luH worih soaro.dy oiglit ducat'--, because, a.-i 
he preleiidod, ho 1i;m| J,,st lionvily in ,•hanging (Im money 
J)e)-onding S', ima li as I ,lid npoi. Saal,' m ho might 
boUny i,„j nL any moineid, 1 a.is nin, h nu/zli-,| (o 
know wind bi do - t,, nial.e my ( ,, ai>u nlv,ne, or to abid,' 
my late. !\ty viiehl,. gri, f w, nt (., .SnhI ., heart; Im lieir- 
g.'d my loigivem.s, w.pt lil..,. u ohd.l, ami pr,n.,i,„ 1 0. 
ariungo ov,.rythin;r for om- fight ..n the fdlow,,,..- ,1,,,' 1 

was .■..or.Mrlnng him hitt. rly lor l.i. im. an l.ohavioin. Vln u 
sudilenly Kuhlji oaiiie with the nows that the Vu:a Da iln was 
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S^m-oacliincr. The latter came forward cordially and said— 
“The’ Khan desires to see you, and to-morrow morning early 
we must be off. At first he was angry Avith nie [or k^y- 
in<T my post by you, but when 1 repiesented to him the 
circumstances of the case, the situation of the corvette, and 
the responsibility he was incurring by his discourteous treat¬ 
ment of an Envoy, he determined at last to admit you to an 
audience.” 1 thanked him, and made him a handsome 
present, and this was the happiest evening I had passed in 
Yal Kaldi during my 48 days’ imprisonment there. My 
Turcomans paid me now all due respect, and Att Chapar, 
formerly so rude and unbearable, condescended to all sm-ts ot 
flattery and self-abasement, begging me prcssmgly not to tell 
any one how badly I had been treated during my stay. 

17th November.— night I sent to the neighbouring 
villages for the horses I required. Ihe report of the Khan s 
favour had speedily spread, ami towards mormim friends and 
acquaintances came round to wisli mo luck, really only ni the 
liopo of getting something out of mo, or f>t attaeinng them- 
selvos to my following, so as to come in for a .share of tho 
gratuitous guzzling of pilau and tea at KInva. ft O lapai 
liad promised the day before fo provide horses, but tho Yuz 
Bashi advised me not to trust him, as altliough he was a, 
Mu^.sulman, he had novertliek'.ss all tho deceit and troachery 
of liis native country. Before leaving 1 luadi' I*etrovj(,sli 
distribute small coins among tho inmates of Val Kaldi, and re¬ 
warded all tlie servants and slaves who had tried to plua.se me 
with trifling presents. They all knew me very well now, and 
came in a body to tho gate to st;e mo otl , old iik'U, gnls, 
niolhers, and cliiklnaj Ibllowasl m-s ami even my vard.-r, a 
hiirlv dog, was civil tbr llio lir.sl ami las) finm. 

' Wo rode ih' mil. s to Ih.! N. K., and rea. la-.l Kliiva .After 
pasdng (lirougll two Iniels of .steppe mterM.'te.l In e.mds, 
along tin. banU of whicb stood large villages imd g.aidetis 
(I lie K hi vans ihorou^^lily undorstand iniqatiun), I ‘‘.nuo to 
two ranals, ono croKsing tho utlu r hy vi' an iH|Uod.a l, 

u\er Nvhicli aL»’ain tliero \va.s h lirhlgc. 

h''lve niih'*^ IVmui flic city «hf Murdcii » I heic aic 

muds runiiifc^ t.hrtnii;!) ihkin, and lien: aiul tlicio ’hi” I 
like Va) Kahli, fhc ivsi-lt la*. ^ of fhc hindli .Itl. o'. I I'. * ny* 

at a little dlstanvc, pu-s.liUa ry heauuful appea i .mv, U is 

surreundeil by a, l.igb st.-m- vail, -ve* wh-b Imua . Ilm ikv. 
blue dona of (hegr-. it im>...jUe. with a g..|.l. 111^11-1, (I,. Ii.p, 
The miuil.eik-,s.s gankiia, sihirli ('0.v..el -ne ■ l. immg an alvu 
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of the largeness of the town, help to make up a most charm- 
ing picture.^ Just in front of the entrance there are a num¬ 
ber of ancient tombs, and a little canal, which runs right 
througli the high road, and is crossed by a handsome stone 
bridge. 

At this point there was a crowd of inquisitive people 
waiting to see mo, who accompanied me all the way to the 
house set apart for my use. The narrow streets I found 
quite blocked up by a sea of people, pressing on every side, 
and ducking under the very horses, and the Yuz Bashi had 
to make a passage for us by main force. In the crush I no¬ 
ticed several unhappy Russians, who humbly took off their 
caps, and begged mo in under tones to obtain their release. 

After riding for about 500 yards between dwellings made 
of wattle coated with mud, we alighted at a niceJooking 
house in a cul-de-sac. The Yuz Bashi led me into a fine 
court-yard, clean and well paved, on to which o])ened several 
apartments. Of the latter a large one was allotted to me, 
and a smaller one to my Turcomans. My room w^as a very 
elegant one, furnished in oriental taste, wuth beautiful carpels, 
&c., but tlic cold was something intolerable. The prying 
crowd followed mo even into my room, but the Yuz Bashi 
drove them out, and then went to report my arrival to the 
Khan. 

During his absence the ci’owd again appeared, struggling 
and Hcufiliug up to the very door and completely stojiping all 
thoroughfare in tlie court-yard, the sm’vantR placed here by 
the Farash Bashi being (juito unable to disperse them, and I 
was only relieved of my importunate visitors by the return of 
the Yuz Bashi. '^Die gates and entrances wore now securely 
lucked, and only my guards remained, wlio, however, never 
presumed to enter the room W'ithout l)eing asked to do so. 
’’J'bry took up tlieir quarters in the Court", and only a few 
went to their homes, first asking my Y>erini.ssiou. Att Chapar 
liim-elfspent Jive full days in the courl-yani, and was immensely 
pii .'ist rl with the titf i ut ** Father,” whieh 1 o«‘casioiuilly ad¬ 
dles ed him tjy In irony, usjajci.dly when 1 abused liim. TIk; 

uz Ba ^1 I now itie on iny ariival, and aimouma-d 

tiuii I vviiH to be Um* gtio.Ht of * Mebiar Aga Yusuf, lie (inimi 
V l/.ii r of Khiva. A ''oolv was htiil nu , ))Ut iutk |>• u«l«.nlJy tjf 
wliiil be ]>rejjii I’eil, tlishi a of fV.tal, Ira. and fruits c.Jmn 

i.'Vi ry liny li'Uii the Vi/ier. 'Dm se m.uks of »li; (inction 
iif o iiulto niniHniil lui'oug i fie K Idvaiifs, but in t-pilu of them 
all, ‘hiring llie M.e day- I wcji eidoriion».d in tin- fisluon 
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there was not the slightest relaxation in the watch kept over me. 
On the evening of my arrival IvJiwaja Margam came to 
make my acquaintance. He is director of taxation, and a 
very crafty person, but very sprightly in manner. A whole 
hour passed in mutual compliments, then he beg*ged my 
permission to solicit the Khan to entrust the whole manage¬ 
ment of the negotiations to him. J replied that it was 
not my place to nominate the Khan’s officials ,* but he arrang¬ 
ed it for himself the very same evening, and iniormed me 
that the Khan had honoured him with the duty, and now re¬ 
quested that I would make over tlie letters and presents 
to him. I hesitated for a lung time, and would not venture 
to comply with his demand until I had satisfied myself from 
the Yuz Bashi as to the truth of what he said. At first 
I gave him only the letters, but had soon to make over 
the presents as well, as they were called for the same night, 
Mahomed Ragim being in the habit of sleej^ing in tlic day¬ 
time and working by night. Yuz Bashi advised me to 
seal up the packet, so as to prevent pilfering on the part 
of Khwaja Margam and his subortlinates. Tliis I di<l, 
placing tlio cloth and brocade, &e., See., in a largo tray, and 
packing the whole in linen. I then made the package 
over to Khwaja Margam, whose sm-vants carried it ofl’ w'ith 
the greatest secresy. I ordered Potrovitsh to follow them, 
but he retiirnod in tw^c) hours, w hich caused me to dread that 
some co}Urete)nps had occurred. He came in dresstal like 
an Ushog, and immediately took olf a huge head-picco, and, 
hurling it into one corner of tlio room and his coat into 
another, protested that this should bo the very last job ol tiie 
kind that he would ever uudurtake, for it sooiuod ho had been 
kept standing in a corridor until near frozen to death. 
At last KliWTija Margam had appeared, made him ^ take 
oil* Jus clothci:', and presented him in the name (»1 (ho 
Khan wdtli this strange aj>parol, w'hcj’oupoJi ho was dismiss¬ 
ed. By the way ho sold iho garments to Aii (Jliapar the 
vciy next day. Bow an Baki Molita Aga, from wliom I 
had )>(»rrowod the tray before alludetl to. came to ask me tor 
it back. 1 asked the S uz Ilashi about it, l‘ut Im said iVlolita 
•Aga will never see hi.-. Irav again, for the Klian is a wtiung 
man, and never let.‘- go a ihir^g that once ilillb into hip^ 
eliilches/^ Among tJiu gills tliejo was a salvor on which 
Wi;ni parked two l.^nt s ol ".ngar. loIl>'U of Itunl, ol gun 

po\v<l( !, and 10 miihk *1 'fne KIrm luwl emplMyu<| jiim 

/•cH all night \n g.r/.mg nt Ife* piesents, but- luH eurioHity }m\ 
be»-n gie.itly r'-''i.'ji'd bv lhii4 salvor. Lb’ liileJ it wuiiiluivd 
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at its weight, and asked the Yuz Bashi if he did not think it 
might contain the ducats he was expecting; but he was amazed, 
on taking oft the linen covering, to find himself deceived. 
The Khivans put the following interpretation on this gift 
The two loaves of sugar stood, according to them, for an offer 
of peace*and sweet friendship, whilst the ammunition signified 
that, if friendship were not agreed to, war would be the result. 


18^/i November .—No audience granted yet. Being 
desirous of making a few presents to the Khan’s eldest brother 
(Kutli Murad Inakh), I found that this was not allowed, 
unless the Khan gave his i)ermission. I therefore sent the 
Yuz Bashi to obtain the necessary sanction, and despatched 
Petrovitsh in the night with some cloth, brocade, sugar, and 
other triftes. Petrovitsh had not been fillowcd to sec the 
Khan’s brother, but In'ought back five gold tillas which had 
been presented to him. 


Among these gifts there was also a razor case, which 
was fitted with a tin soap box, containing a piece of black 
soap. luakh looked at eacli thing separately, but when 
came to the soap, an article ho was unacquainted with, 
he , gan to husi)Oct evil designs on him; so he called 
for his physician, and as that individual was also nonplused, 
ho sent messenger after messenger in hot haste to ask 
me about it. 1 had quite forgotten what the case con¬ 
tained, and requested, therefore, that it uiiglit bo sent 
for mo to look at just for a moiuont, wlion I would 
at onco explain the cetitonts ; but this was ahsehitoly ri fused. 
I then dcsiroh that the sinjill box containing the mysteriouK 
article should be sent; this also was refused, ami 1. W'as re¬ 
duced to asking for the article ItHclf without its box ; but licro 
the Vuz Bashi replied-Inakh is just siu-li another strong 
man as the Khan ; he jdso iicvvajr returns w'lmt Imj lias once got 
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Ao-hted and had examined each glass sepai-ately, repeat!^ . 
\\n f ', I'+v t What a nitv that thcv did not send me these 
inThawlieu 5 dmKandy! It tnrnod out that ho 

«Tou“cS i? a^d 

valent/and the Khan was torco^ ‘ M^nv^ KhhaS 

regarded some of his highes i. nus " .* . fhev call 

smoke, instead of tobacco, the karves 

“ bang/’ which must be most injurious, as a beginner loses con 
sciousness on using it. 

Among tho Khan’s gifts there was also a glass “ Kabyan ’’ 
(hookah-stand), which puzzled hna much. . f ^ 

did not veuturo to tell him the trulh. so s.-ud it ^ 
for lioldin- vinegar, which he had a great fundneas for. My 
burnino- glass caused much astonishment, inany coming to mo 
evnresslv^to see it. Tlio opinion was thu( its wondertul pro¬ 
perties could not pertain to glass, and that therefore it must 
be some sort of rock crystal. 

iHlh and llh/i- xVaac/n6c'J'.--The.so two days wore also 

mssecl in close confiiieiueiit. No one ua^ poriiuttoH 

!n/ witl.out spei-ial .sanction, t remembered wliat Davi.l told 

me in Yal Krildi, rn., that a lliissian would be puste.l behind 
my door to listen to what I said, and truly I found every- 
Ihiim turn out as he had foretold and dost me ly heard 
some one at the door. 1 tlicrelore took a seat ''T 

H].okc in a loud voice to tlio interpreter about flu. K nns 
warlike cuialities, 1 ,is groat pow.v. and the supermnty of the 
Kliivans to the I'crsiaus, Ac. J'or three s.uveH.s,vo days 
uotieod tlial thi.s .aives dropping iient on I he 1 rune .M mestei 
and tho.se who had ch.uge of me dnl tlnsr host to wm my 
iViond.sldp, and, once when they saw me looUmg downeast, 
Hcnt. for u c< rmin Mulla Said to amu.y me. this p-Tson w,.m 
alK.ut forty ycar.s old, was posse-od ol mm-l. mtell.g-mv, and 
liadall the'ga.v hnmonr ami yiy.u uy ol a l-.UM.poan I i» 
wittv flow of talk was e. rfainlv luoat. agieeahly, and ho 
• 1 I « li -WM in uinii*' iu Kliivii) Im (lui* tlmn nuy <Mie 

- d.e pr. ent. 

vivunhimhvfheluglioific.a s ... the Ivka^eas u,li. wCm 

h.. had fre.iuenll.y to pa.s- lu.j »1 ‘ . I... 

With them, wrote ver.e ., read aloud, .vl;ded ho. , o>.l... 
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He thoroughly understood Arabic, Persian, and Turldsh, and 
spoke distinctly and ■well ; he ■was intimate ivith the ancient 
iistory of^ Asia, and spoke of it "with enthusiasm, giving 
Wmt to his words by frequent quotations from the best poets. 
He told me laughingly that he owned a house in the suburbs, 
■\vliich lie had not entered for 14 years, as ho had invariably 
to spend his nights with the Nobles of Khiva. He complain- 
biUerly of the present regime, and lamented the severity 
ot a Khan who would not so much as allow drinking and 
smoking in his realm. He stayed over two hours with me. 


Noveynher ,—At length, towards evening, Khwaja 
JMargam sent me a message through Said Nazar to the effect 
that the Khan wished to see me. I dressed in full uniform, 
but put on a Khiva hat, and had a red facing sewn over my 
collar, so as to conceal my real rank from the Russians about 
court. The Yuz Bashi told mo that it was not permitted to 
appear before the Khan with a sword on, but I objected to 
lay mine aside, and told him to represent this to the Khan. 


“There you go spoiling everything,” said the Yuz Bashi. 
The Khan is now well disposed to you, but I slian’t 
give him your message. I shall ratlier tell him that you 
Lave not got a sword at all, but only a long knife,” and, 
indeed, it was only a Circassian side arm that I had, and 
not a regular sword. Yuz Bashi, however, soon returned with 
the reply that the Khan begged me to appear without any 
bide arm whatever, so as not to transgress the custom of the 
country. I gave in, hoping thereby to fulfil my mission 
more quietly. The Vuz Jkishi and my wurdors now preceded 
me, and likewise some strong men armed with clubs to clear 
tlio way. There was a great crowd, the very roofs swarming 
wit)j spectators, and hen], again, 1 heard the imploring voice.s 
of soKK llussianK among the multitude, d'hus we passed 
through a narrow (uoss lane to the gate of the palace, wlu*ro 
i Wii.s made to halt until ! had been aDnoiUK'ed. 1 was 
HtiOii invited to enter. 14io gateway is a haiulsomo Iniek 
hitnuiture, showing considerable' taste. "I’lie first cuurt-yai«.l is 
not V(ay large ; it is samh-d, and surroimdod by a hidc<aus 
mud wall. Along this wall 0:3 Kirgiz, hnvov.s .sat who had only 
eniiHi to pay their com|dniu‘idto the Khan, gorge them 
Hclvco, leeeivo ih* jue.-.ent "fa loat eoai cl»»th, and go 

Lome agiiin, Tli*.; (’<'urr i> sllll snedh r, and eonsti- 

tutcH (litj arBeij.d. I t»l»' ( r\ *4 here ,^« \ v ii guns nionnted on 
carriaguB, svliielj .|ull» leseieih d Jbo.-i.iri I'aces of onbumee. 
The iliird eoujl tl»e ealhil li.uiiiyuah Klmna, * wlu je 
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Councils of State assemble. floor<.lb-ty and 

covered passage (mud ^i^^tood tlie Klian’.s servants, 

uneven), at the entrance to vvlucn - clown two 

On reaching the end of than the°other three, 

stops into a fourth „:,(f covered here and there 

but surpassing thoni all m hlth, . I 

with weeds. In the middle o ■ sheep skin 

As I went down the steps, ^ J ^ J a Russian 

approached, whose slit Aberia. This follow came 

convict, probably a refugee froi tried to drag mo for- 

behind me, and, seizing me by ’ ^-ished through ray 

ward. At that moment the t > 

mind that I was betrayed and c g^ecution. 1 turned 

unarmed, not for negotiation, b 

round, and angialy enquired hmv yuz 

sash, but when 1 raised in.l hai i , wcvor by the informa- 
Bashi put my mind speedily at lest, / Envoys 

tionthnt it wa» ll.o L <1W 

lirforo tlic Khm. Th.. Rus,..-.!. «0'V '1 0 * . .ar a^am uo 

imt, hoavcve.-, voi.turo t., toucl. i..y l-“‘ “"‘3 

luiiul up beliintl me. 


LC. ^ ^ ^ 

avhio,! t« £:?,rS 

tionless with \Iargam, and on the other 

Side of tlie entrance stood ivln\aja ^ 

Yusuf Mehtar Aga, an old man, whom 1 nou sau toi 
lime. 


The Khan has a very taking o-vtoritir. lie imist be six 
feet hi-di and they sav that no liorso can carry hini foi longc 
tlum two’hours at\ time ; his hoard is d.ort and red; his w,no 
pleasant, and he speaks distmetly, Ihu utly, an.l mth dtgmU. 


I Mdntcd him as I .Mine into his prcM iice, l-ul wKlu.nt 
tiikiiK-- oil" mv cap, and in oiilcr l<i atlheia. to the ciisii,iiis i> 

,ho conut,y, f naiiod ..ilentli until ll.e 

mo. .After a fea niim.les ot silent ‘’Y'-’b'';-'• ^ 

Klunfs retinue ntlore.l Hie 1 ..I!,.m mg prayer : ^ ‘ 

so.a e 1 his eon... ry tt, the pr-l.t an.l l eiieu n ifs ‘ule^ ; 

mi.tn tlie Khan stimked his Is anl. an aeimii •'> l.n. s 
11.0 two ut IIh e..l.-an.'e a..d new n.i.hesscd ,ne .n 
...a wm-.ls. •• Khl.sh tiainb ,-ai, . K I.i.sIl t .alnl. ban . r-' . 
\uii .110 welcome.) '• Ihive.y, w luadeni nit thou ceine, :uul wlii.t 


i 
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dost thou vvibh of mo ? I answered in tlio following words :— 
+lip Russian possessions lying between 

ptl i v V"’ Shusha, Nakha, Shekin, Shirvan, 

S?liS. l^'^Shastan, Astraccan, Caucasus, Lenkoran, 

bajan, and all the fortresses and provinces taken by force 
of arms from the Kajars, has sent me to thee to express his 
dej respect, and to deliver the letter indited in an aispicious 


The KMn.—^ 1 have perused his letter.” 

r Besides this, he entrusted to mo some gifts 

to be delivered to thee, winch I had the happiness to make 
over some days ago. I am also commanded to mabo certain 
representations verbally to thee, and only await thy order to 
discharge niyself of the message now, or at any other time that 
may bo suitable. 


The Khan. —Speak now.” 

i/umrim—“The Governor desires to establish a fast 
friendship with thee, and to enter into more intimate rela¬ 
tions. It 18 therefore necessary that the trade between 
the two nations bo placed upon a firm footing to their mutual 
profit and advantage. Our caravans going by Manguphlak 
must now travel 30 days tbrougli a nearly waterless stoiipo, 
and this wearisome journey is the cause that tlie trade oii 
both sides languishes. Iho Governor is accordingly auxious 
that in future the caravans sliould come to the Krasnavoda 
liarboiir in the Bay of Balkan, as by this new route they 
would only liavo a 17 days journey, and thy traders would 
always find merchantmen Irom Astraccan lying in the 
jiropoKod new liarbour, with all tlio goods and "imiterials 
for which (hy subjects now conuj to us.” 

The Khan, —“Although it is true that the IVlaugushlak 
road is hmger ilian the Krasiuivoda one, still the people 
oil that route arc adherciifs of mine, whilst tiui Yoiuuds 
inhabiting Iho coast towards Astralmd arc subjivet to the 
^ly cunivans would thoreforo run the rink (d’ being 
plundevtid, and lor this rcio.on 1 i^annot »igree to the pr<»poHud 
cliauge ” 

“Tiixir!^’*^ If tliou wilt hut ally tIiyHt;l( to 
u«, (by enciiiii s shall also be our cm iui»'s. d'ho rcMo\^n of 
(by uriuii \h Well kmovii to me i>ut wli tt n-ply dost thou 


'J’uMf, il.(; Kljftu f.r Kliiva> lilU'. BiCLiniii; liur.tlh ' 'Vini>." 
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command that I carry to the Governor, who desires thy 
friendship? He prays thee to send him a man wlio enjoys 
tliy confidence, and who, on his return, will acquaint thee with 
Ills mind. For me, I shall, on reacliing my own country, 
hasten to the Emperor and give him an account of my recep¬ 
tion and thy answer.” , 

T/ie lilian ,—I shall send some trusty men with thee 
and give them a letter to the Gov’^ernor. I myself desire that 
firm and sincere friendship may be founded botwoen us, 
Khush Galub San !” The last words signified that I was to 
withdraw, which I did after bowing. I was then taken back 
to the ‘‘ Harniyush Khana,” followed by Khwaja Margam and 
Mehta Aga. Great dishes of sweetmeats and fruit wore 
presently brought me, and I passed half an hour in this place, 
being questioned by Mehta Aga as to the relations existing 
between Russia and Persia, the strength of our forces in 
Grusia-, &c,, &c. To the latter question I replied that wo 
could bring together in that province about GO,000 rogulars, 
tlie same number of irregulars, and a formidable body of horse. 
The Yuz Basil! presently arrived witli a servant, and gave mo 
an embroiderod turbiin from the Khan, 'i'his Wa.s tied on my 
head, whilst my waist was bound round witli a rich Indian 
girdle, into which a silver-sheathed dagger was stuck, and a 
robe with short sleeves made of Russian brocaJo throAvn over 
my shoulders ; then, having exchanged my ca]) for a winse one, 
sent by the Khan, they led me back into the jirosence. Now 
came a repetition of the former scene. First I remained silent, 
then was ordered by the Khan to repeat my former words, 
wliich 1 did, receiving the same answer as before. I then 
said—‘‘Khan, in what manner can I show myself worthy 
of the favours thou hast bestowed on inc i 1 should, iiuk'oil, 
think myself fortunate if the Governor were to accredit mo lo 
thee next year, that f might j>rove my iluvotii»n.” 


“Thou wilt come if llicy wend Ihce,” lie loidicd, “but lot 
ibo Governor dispose of my ro]*rrBentativcs ns Ijo inav think 
fit. lie is quite nt liberty U^ send (In-m to (lie t.'/.ir if ho 
likes.” 1 went IkicIc fo tlic principnl gate, where 1 louml a 
>*plon«.lid grev horse of (lie 'J'linannan laced awailinv*' mo. 
J lUoiinltMl hiiji Mild Weld «>ir, my'run'omans, oue laj cfich side, 
lu.dtling the bridle, whilst two othei.s w^rilked beside my 
i^tirrini.s ; but the crowd was so di.nso, that I *e( r ox it'ih, \J)o 
vuR on foot, ccnhl not lus j* iq» witli me’. During (he itdoi \ iew 
1 bad addles,*ied (lie Kbaji in as hanla (^mja - \ could <m, min.md, 
and had stood '.red and ninsui>tra.iru‘d in hi^ proj^enco, whiih 
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Ministers, accustomed to slavery and abase- 
tbpir^nnU yand they showed their displeasui'e by 

coal2 HkhS t”"! Slliwaja Margam oamo and had oloUa 
coats disUibutcd among all my people. Said was put out 

as tW fi coat of the same quality 

dare to do ^ "wanted to reject it, but did not 

messao-es from’th^ Margam also gave some further 

foimrler from n ^|^an, and infonned me that a cannon 
Kha^L^l in Khiva, and that the 

He finallv F commanded him to cast an SO-poundei’. 

All the servants now withdrew, and the people encom¬ 
passed me in such a maimer that without the Yuz Bashi’a 
assistance I should never have been able to shake them off or 

S command.'''’® ^ 


lattci dehcicncy forced me to spend the night in tlio 
city but thankful indeed, was I to have discharged my duty. 
At the last I sent a petition to the lOian to be allowed to 
present .something to his three most eminent Ministers. 


Permission w.as granted, so I sent Mehta Aga, Khush 
Lugi (who, however, did not reside in Khiva), and Khwaja 
Maigain each a piece of cloth, some silk, and a watch. la 
spue of all ray eflbrts T never contrived to see Sultan Khan, 
who had made a great name for himself in 1813 by unitimr 
thioc iurcoinan tribe.s, inimical to one .another, under his 
standard, and loading tliem against the Persians. J asked 
the X uz Jxahihi to allot the remainder of (lie presents accord- 
mg to incvit. A glass “ Kali van ” took his fancy, and for a 
long tunc he pondered as to who was worthy of it. At last 
he asked me to cover my face with my cap and to make the 
allotim-nt at random. Tliis J, refused to do, pi eforrin"- to .dvo 
ill': Kaliyan to him, .elf, which uiaelo him very Iiajipy. "Alt 
di:i|i:ir kept bothering rno lor something, hut I ga\o lum 
orilya scrap (,i cloth, with whi' li ho was much dis.sal istlud, 
and, 'going away in a rage, did not again give mo the pleasure 
ot ►.'.'■mg him, f h"iinl t iihK-'iiueiiUy that Khwiija Rfargain 
ha.l M l.t ui an enormous hill h- (he Khan for riiy oxijcuhoh 
wh.lsi 111 ^,,l Kaldi, cliiuging at tlie rate of two tillas u 
•lay his h.Mu r ..iily rc oived oik tilla a day from 

niin lei my Hiilk-n. It m r* 





CHAPTER III. 

Bet urn, ' 

215^ November ,—My Avisli had been to leave Khiva early 
in the morning and to go back to Yal Kaldi, there to await 
the arrival of the Khan's Envoys, viz.y the Yuz Bashi, Ash 
Nazar, and Yakoob Bey, a Sart by birth ; the latter could 
read and write, and was a shrewd man, but bore a bad 
character. However, I had to postpone my departure until 
mid-day, and was meanwhile entertained again b}^ order of 
the Khan, but was unable to eat anything, as cold pilau Avas 
all that Avas set before me. The Yuz Bashi Avent himself to 
the market and made a foAv purchases for mo, and thou, Avhen 
all Avas ready and the horses stood saddled at the door, 
1 suddenly remembered that the lock of my double-barreled 
gun Avas out of order, and asked for a giin-nmker. A hand¬ 
some young man of about 20, in a turban, but with unmis¬ 
takable Russian features, presented himself to me as such. I 
asked him, if ho spoke Russian, in that language, and he 
answered, ‘‘No,” in Persian, and then proceeded to examine the 
lock, talking noAV Persian, noAV Turkish, all the time Avith 
the greatest fluency. In his conversation ho shoAved much 
acuteness, and Avhon he had discoAX'red Avhat avjis the matter, 
ho took the gun and ran home Avith it. I now loiirnod tJial 
his father was a Russian by birtli, Avho had been kidnnpjicd 
and sold as a slave at Kldva, Avhore ho Jiad end)racod the 
Maliomodan faith and married a Persian slave. The fruit 
of the marriage was this young man, Avho had nuide sucli 
ra])id )>rogrcsa in liis studies, tliat ho Avas alru.ady a 
and Hupjiortcd his poor family, havijig lir>t had to purchase 
their freedom. I Avan in the act of starting when the young 
inan, quite out of breath, brought mo bai'k tlie gun, but 
it Avns BO badly repaired, that I could not use it. Ilo aUo 
brouglit me Himio dozens of ‘ggs ami .'jome ^\llite rolls, for 
Avliioh I gavx him a ducat. 

I gave Iho gun to ibe \ uz Basld to oxaminr', and *edv4*d 
bim, I'bould it appear ao< Cbsury, to give biiek (i> (Ja gin* 
Hiuitli to put into tliorougli repmf, ami to bring it witli him 
aaIic’H bo came to Val Kaldi. 

A llus>ian h d iua' hoiNO winai 1 hlailtHb but imilltaod 
exocration-J on the a wkw.irdiies:! ol the J\.bi\iin-^ foi (In ii 
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custom of being led in the daytime on horseback. On my 
way through the streets I saw many clusters of my unhappy 
countrymen at diflerent spots, wdio greeted me aftectionately, 
and addressed me as their deliverer. One of them w^alked 
01 a ong way abreast of my horse, and, when I turned 

the FShSand’” 


In order to clear a passage for myself, I made Petrovitsh 
scatter small coins among the throng, wdiich caused great 
lighting, but had the desired effect of making an opening. 

To my horror, after we had been about three hours on 
the road, Petrovitsh discovered that he had dropped my 
money ba^, containing 300 ducats. By a most lucky chance 
oaid tound it again, or I should liave been reduced to tlio 
greatest extremities. Said asked the Yuz Bashi to request 
perniission from the Khan for him to load 17 camels with 
gram without paying the impost. I tried to persuade him 
not to ask for this, but Said wais obstinate, so I told the Yuz 
Bashi that he should refuse to have anything to say to sucli 
matters. ISevertheless, the permission was obtained, and Said 
and his comrades were let of! the charge on their camels, and 
1 supplied funds for the ])urchase of the grain. 

At 11 p.M. we reached Yal Kaldi. The night was 
terribly cold, but David met me a long way from the pljvce. 

The native of Bokliara Mulla Bey Mahomed, and all 
the inmates of Yal Kaldi rejoiced over the happy termi¬ 
nation to my affair, and wished mo a lucky journey back ; 
but alas 1 I was doonwal to a furtlicr sojourn of six days 
in tins place. My gf»o(l reception by tlie Kliau irnjjressed 
every one most us(didly, and my slightest word now sufliced 
to clear iny romn of iMqui.sitivo intruders when I tired of 
their s^jciety. INIy Turcomans also were most obedient ; they 
had Irom mlorcouiHt: with inn improved niurh in manner, 
and always mnn.igod to command re>|>e(’t from (ho }'a;o|)lo 
wbo visitnri iJieiM. I was pai I ieii la rly h.-Oislii'd with AhnI 
Il.oiisriii and Knlilji: (hi y serwd luu witlillie mosi obliging 
zo;d, and I ili. r. fnr.r j>r<»mi cd (•/ i<rnd tlicm l>olh («i ’tlu) 
(hivsTiim as 'l nr<nniaii reprcsi nl .0 1 vt '1'],!.; |»lt'asv‘d tin ni 
imiiiMnsnly, Imi lb« y \v» if ns*'I to an indoli m iifo mifl Inyud a. 
wi ll-snpj»liod laaivti 'fin* i^lub utbk' A ti <;lia|»jir was absmii. 
In lie naan \s lull*. b<»\Vv\M-. la bad sisz- tl 1 he la«rso of ii 
porrr I’lna'ohian • nl^ * lng da f**;!, in buy siaia- tt/baern, and 

I'l .O'C ii jiM ail ill. Ill I i • a* I u fiat (/a (’.ai.i and 



nintsT/iy 
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prayers; indeed, he had Iiad him kicked out of the place, 
and, changing his mind three daj's later, Jiad turned the horse 
loose on the steppe. 

I procured here all the necessaries for my return journey, 
past experience helping me to provide against the wants of 
the road. The cold was extraordinarily severe, so I bought 
furs, feet wrappers, and great Khivan boots. 

For night wear I had large Kirgis caps made up, with 
long ear-lappets, so that by day I was a Khivan and at night 
a kirgis in costume.* I laid in also mutton and rice and 
purchased several Kussian ambling ponies, which are com¬ 
mon in the Khanate, and finally "got all my weapons into 
thorough order, with the exception of the double-barreled 
gun which the treatment in Khiva had ruined. As I wfts pre¬ 
paring to clean this gun, I discovered a slip of paper in one 
of the barrels, on which the following was wltten in 
Russian :— 


Wc venture to inform your Honor that there are oyer 
3,000 Russian slaves in this [)iace, wlio have to suffer unheard- 
of misery from labour, cold, hunger, See. iJave pity on our 
unhappy situation and reveal it to the Kni])eror. In lati¬ 
tude wo shall pray to CJod for your I[<»nor's welfare.’" The 
perusal of those lines deeply affected uio, and 1 thanked God 
that 1 should, perhaps, have the fortune to serve as an instru¬ 
ment of help, xVnd now I cun say I have done my duly, for 
the Emperor is ao(|uai?itod with the eireums(;inccN, and Avill 
certainly exert himself in behalf of the unfortunates to the 
best oi‘ Ids power. Almost at the same time David brought 
an old Russian to me, the same wlio liad previously wished 
i<» sjieak with luc at tlio Yal KaUli gate, I ait whose re(|uest 
at tliat time tJie cireuiubtanccs compelled mo to refuse. 

The old iiJaifs name was Joseph Melnikov; he Iiad heeri 
30 years iu slavery, was tlie sun of a soldier, Jind had oidy 
been man led a week when ht^ wa s seized hy the Kii gis near 
llu; uf i *r* < sld^i iiisk and sold as ii slave nt Ivltiva. 

After 30 yi-'jirs ol* Intti r bondage, wfien Iw tlaily and nightly 
Work lie had at li-ngth seruped logv (her siilHcient nn*ney to 
puichuso his freedom, his ina;-.(er ( lie.ated him l>y /leci'ptnig 
Jus SUN ings, Mini, nntca«l of seditig him at Idierty, Helling tdiu 
to sonic (me else 

% 

During uiy liist rtlae at V ul Ivaldl 1 Iiatl f^eeii scvei'fil 
TlusHian mneh in( Hjiilei n IVom A •iliMee in, v ho liad been 
tnreil near Mungnshlak and <'n (he lOnd.ai. 
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V Novemher ,—The Yuz Bashi arrived to-day, but Ya- 

affairs^^^ detained there by domestic 

27 tli Yoi;e??iZ>er.— This day I departed from Yal Kaldi 
alter receiving the hearty adieux of all. My first nio^ht’s 
quarters was 11 miles from the fort, in the Yurt of a Turcoman, 
y name Aman, of the Bahrain Shah race. Aman was a 
balds, had some kind of connection with the Court 
at Khiva, and had secretly acquainted me during my captivity 
with Avhat went on there ; but in spite, of all this, he was a 
thorough-paced scoundrel, and had so cheated me in some 
purchases I asked him to make for me on one occasion, that 
1 had been obh^ed to drive him away. Witli Aman there 
dwelt an old Turcoman of 80 years, who in his younger 
days hiid been renowned for his robberies, and now in his old 
age assisted this family by his counsel in important matters. 
He was held in high esteem by all Turcomans, and his con¬ 
versation exhibited intelligence, experience, knowlcchm of men 
and sagacity. ° ’ 

Joy at my departure kept me from sleeping, so I sat up 
all night, talking with this octogenarian. Wo did nut adJiero 
to our former route, but went back by the straight road from 
Khiva to the Tuar well, which passes by the Takka tribe. 
Travelling as I was with Khivan Envoys, I had now, (»f 
course, nothing to dread from the attacks of* robbers: luit 
with regard to the water scarcity, we heard that snow had 
fallen on tlie road, but thawed again, forming a puddle near 
the ruins of Shall Sanam, which was the only water we could 
<Iepcrid uj)on o))taining until wo readied tbe Ak Nabat well. 
We did not leave AiiiaiiH Yurt until the a.rtcrnuon of llie 
following day, as we had to wait for Yakoob Hey. 1 
the iuoriiing in writing a letter to Ponomarov, whidi T intend¬ 
ed to despatch by the Ikircoinans Khan ^Mahomed ainl Janak 
a- soeai as we olioidd Jiavo crossed the last canal in the 
Kiiaiialt;. Tile caravan ooiu|}risod 120 Turcomans, v ho liad all 
lo<>isial jor\va.rd 0> (he h'lppy <*oindusl«uj (d* my Ji» gidiatioiiM, 
hatl wnlii d fei* my p:irtur»', uJid imw I’nllt -I tlioiii:-.jlve ^ niy 
m \j';\v todi'iddiig tea aiul fecisiing at mv (XpeiiMe 
on the ro:u|, juid to set-ure ^’onliiiued iumiunity IVom (laj 
Kltam^neW iinpu-i. Ma.iiy of tin lu roflcvui la»rsci»aek. d'ln v’ 
\v':r> , iov th*: mu .1. ];a« t, IVi. u.lsand rein th h.is ui'Said’s, and had 
pv</l>aljly all lyd utrj'ayirig lln.' tax They i-.; v,, uttcily 
vvanl/mg in I'hume a ^ (o romo and a- Ic me (or rh-tlie!-! (hr tln^ 
jean lie)y Init lflio\e llimu ail avsay. 'fhere wu ^ a ceiiain 
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«.azar Usta among them wlio had a young and very beautiful 
wife and two sons of eight and nine years with him. His lazi¬ 
ness was so great, that he did positively nothing the whole 
•\vay, his wife and children having to attend to the camels, 
as well as manage everything else. His sole occupation 
used to be to sit by my fire either to warm himself or to 
tell anecdotes. His wife also used frequently to come to me, 
and always brought me a piece of broad when she did do so, 
which I repaid in sugar. Their unaccustomed good living 
had now so told on my Turcomans, that they became as lazy 
as possible; only one man, by name Abul Hossein, did any 
hard work for me. He did everything, indeed; attended to 
the horses and camels, packed their loads, repaired the broken 
harness at night, and fetched the wood, kindled the fire, and 
cooked the food. We made much shorter stages now than 
on our upward journey, because the camels had all full loads : 
we seldom marched at night, i^ut wo had just as many 
hardships to undergo as on the former occasion, suffering 
from great cold and scarcity of fuel. I had at tinies to saddle 
my own horse, and almost every day to search for firo-wood 
and bring it in on my shoulder. Petrovitsh s duty, however, 
was to provide fuel for the whole of the caravan. hen, 
tliereforc, wo arrived at the place whore we wotc to pass the 
)ught, ho would assemble all the oandidatos for tea, and go 
out to Ibrago for wood, amusing them with stories and prais¬ 
ing tlio ncticc ones, but not doing a handsduru hiinsell* for 
the good reason that lie was so wra[)pcd up that ho could 
not move, that is to say, he had on six coats, a Kirgis cap 
completely envelo))od his head, &c., &c. Wo always arrange<l 
our bivouac so as to havo the baggage on one side and llio lirc-^ 
wood on tlio otlicr, placed so us to leave only one means uf 
entrance. 

In tlie midst of this soi’t of redoubt l»lazc*d a liugo fire. 


and outside the camels lying close packed lornicd a secniid 
broast-work. My lire was geiienilly surroundcfl l>y a number 
ol* lazy Turo<auanH, and even tlic Kliiva.u En\'uyR used (n wit 
tberc cross-legefoil, inert and fucIlc.NS, not daring <o 
tli<?ir own p«'i)[»ic to gailier uoed. d'licy accordingly a\adcil 
ilivinsidves <»l‘ mine, ami uh Uicy were 1:iz\ to |»if|»Htc 
iVoin lln ir own misiM'ablc st(»ck, (lit-y li\c'd on mo as 
Well. ^riiis \ ice* ol indcdoiu’o |a*c\’al< id ni Khi\ti, boili 
amting iho mdives ibini'olvcs and ilu? liiiconuins, to .an 
e\ton? Iliut ipiio; snr|-.r--.c- l-clicf. ddny an •|ui(« oapabb^ 
of gi'lfig Wltli'Mif t.tf ( v\ o \ s III ordrl* lo ho ni I ho 

^ line place and do noiliing^ anil then UNaJicu is just ah 
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enormous as their laziness. They would invite me to eat 
wit 1 theni, whilst all the time I was treating them. For 
^ IS consideration they, to be sure, accorded me certain 
rights of superiority. 

The following is an account of my return iourney in pro¬ 
per order:— ^ o j i 

November .—After mid-day we left Aman's, and by 
evening reached the Canal "'Buz Hioman/' which is the last 
in the Ivhanatc, after a inarch of about 17 miles. From this 
canal we crossed over into a tract of steppe as far as the eye 
could reach, single Yurts scattered here and there, but no 
culUvation of any sort. This evening I despatched my letter 
to 1 onomarev. The cold was terribly severe, and I had to 
keep m motion all night without closing my eyes, and even 
then nearly had my feet frozen. Unluckily we could obtain 
no fire-wood whatever, and to make matters worse, three 
horses broke loose, and gave gi'eat trouble before they Avere 
rccaught in the steppe. The Canal Buz Hoiman bcinf^* 
frozen over, we carried off some pieces of ice for the w^ay. ^ 

2i)th November .—AYo broke up our bivouac at a very 
early hour and pursued our course through the steppe. I wns 
much struck by the large riumlicr of ruins. 

SOth Novemher .—The road ran steadily through the 
fiat steppe, very scantily clothed with brushwood horn and 
there. From a distance wo saw the ruins of "Daudan Kila." 

^ December .—We passed the ruins of Kasil Kila, but 

did not halt here for the night, as our horses had not been 
wato'ed since the 201 )i ; we therefore pursued our inarch 
thnmgli llie. night of the 1st. The horses of tlie.se jairts can 
go for lour days witlinut water,—a thing L sliould not have 
credited liad I not witnessed it myself. 

2nd Decembrr. - At daybjeak we rcaclnifl tlie dilapi¬ 
dated fortress of Sliah Sjinain, and ill is w^as tin* last ruin we 
c.aine across for llio rest of tin; njad. Wo had a long search 
for tluj pool of Water wo had hufore bca.n inrorined of. It 
was do X H fee t in rlImensions, ami ln.nl oidy liali' u iu*.»t of 
wttler in it, l>ut it i.s Jievt-rlheJv ss tin. only stnild-by foi* all the 
paKsing caravafis. Here \vt: all set ti» work, s-nne letcliing 
wood, otliers I,;reiiking uj; the iei* with IIm Ii* d.-iggois ami un it 
ing il. jn kettleH fur it a. .Me. After watering oiir b.iise.s 
at this (ilthy pool, \sc nioun pni'^mab r.nr jourm.-y, 'fin' Shah 
Si'uif4hi ruin Ik'H on the i-igh(. hard l id* (il tlu' rcjiid, and i.s 
built fm ii[i artiHciid mound. flio f euinins of* some of tlio 
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apartments are still visible. This place is celebrated for aii 
event the memory of which lives throughout the whole of 
Asia, and is perjjetuated in song and legend. 


Shah Sanam was the lovely daughter of a very rich and 
eminent man. The young Karib, renowned lor his song and 
his bandura, fell in love with her, and she, to test his faith, 
demanded that ho should not approacli her for seven years, 
but travel in foreign lands for that period. The singer now 
makes over his bandura to his old mother, enjoining that no 
one shall be allowed to play on it, and starts on his travels. 
Passing through many lands and encountering many adven¬ 
tures and dangers, from which he is rescued by the force of 
destiny and the help of good men, he at last returns afWr 
seven long years, his true heart burning with all the old love 
and cheered by the thoughts of liome. His motlier mean¬ 
while has lost her sight .from continual tears shed for his 
absence, and tliree months bolbro his retui n Shah Sanam has 
^ been promised by lier amI)itious papa to a wealthy neighbour 

in spite of all the poor little creature s on treaties. 


The unhappy Karib seizes liis bandura, flies to the house 
of his }>elovcd, and aj^pears at the wedding feast. Time and 
travel have cJuinged his features, and no one recognizes him. 
He toiiches tho strings and pours forth a song descriptive of 
his love, his wanderings, his anguish, and is discovorod by tho 
magic tones of the bandura, his adventures, ahovo all, Iw his 
vi)ice and passionate lire. The joy of union now takes the 
place of the bitterness of separation. ^Shai] Sanam falls into 
liis arms, and papa agrees to contirm their blins. 


"J’ho numerous ruins and visible (races of finciont canals 
are BtHiiig evid«.rneo that tho Amu Dariya (nice ran through 
tljis nciglihourhood in tlic <lavs when that river ciii]>ti<' 4 l it. 
self entirely hito tljo CaspiMn. 'This tallies also with tho 
Kiiivan traaition, tJiat rim river altered its course to tho 
northward in con-neijuunctj of an ciolluiuake which t<»o]v jduci^ 
530 \'{5ars ago. 

Ihii'emhc). - All tin? horsmnen now IvisUvn,.,} 
ahead of the ciir'ns.Le Imping tv reae:)j the wi'll Ak Nahiit hv 
evening, but wo wore overlakeii hy tlee darlun Mi, juid foici-il 
(o the uiglit on. (Ik? ru?id with hardly any ita .mr 

leigcs. 'Hu^cir/usn itM If went on cl)*iiight, huwcocr, and 

cauo],t u. up on the le.eriiing of (ho Ith, h:iv!ng jmsKod a 
L'.roni .•jiravnn ot’lh.- 3 ’li f whn wt’irv pruliidily only 
t* rrfd from \h lenei“ 'o’ d - . 1 vrt iJn' Kidvajfi deplitipH. 
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4:th Deceriihe7 \—We arrived before noon at Ak Nabat. 
The whole road right to Tuar was strewn with the bodies of 
camels and horses lost by the caravans which had preceded us. 
The cause of this was that the Turcomans had stayed longer 
than usual in the Khanate, in the hope that Khan Mahomed 
Kagim w'ould remit the camel impost, and had only started 
when the cold had actually set in, some of them having paid 
the tax, others flying without doing so. Although not much 
snow had fallen, still the frost had made the ground like 
glass, and the camels, already enfeebled by want of forage, 
could not get on. Among the dead camels we saw some human 
corpses also. The Usbegs and Turcomans said that by 
their long boards they must be Persians, who arc continually 
dragged from Astrabad to the Khiva slave market. They 
remarked a of the corpses in the most cold-blooded 

manner, that it was of no consequence whatever, and that 
one-half of those “ Kazil Bashes generally died on the 
way from hunger and cold. The water of the Ak Nabat 
well is rather bitter. This well is situated in the midst 
of a great stejipe full of quick-sands. Only a few rises 
in the ground are visible in the vicinity. Before reaching 
the well, a road turns off to the left, which leads to the 
Turcomans of the Takka tribe. We did not halt until 
we had marched for an hour and a half after leaving 
tlio well. 


5/// Decimher ,—At 2 o’clock in the morning we started, 
and marched till daybreak. I rode on with Petrovitsh, hut 
as an irresistible drowsiness fell upon urn l>efore daybreak', 1 
got off my horse and followed Petrovitsh on foot, who un- 
forlunatoly missed the road among tlio brushwood. It was 
cold and dark, and 1 no longer heard the voice of Kuhlji, 
who ne ver lei I the caravan, untl alwtiyw sang. I lliereforo 
Fl<jpj)ed in the liopo that the caravan would pick mo up, 
and foil fa.'it asloep, but, on awaking, found myself in the midst 
of the stvjppe, will» t race ol a liiouan hciiig to bti seen. in 
vain 1 alioiiie.tl ; no jinnwcr cainc : having Uit fate i>r tlio 

l^Jlsian^^ hcJ'orj* my cy*.*-, 1 hogioi to Boarch lor a j)ath, and. l>y 
the h:ip])ies! cliancc, iaino across Kuhlji, who was looking 
for me, und wfio to(dv me ijack tci th.v* caraNan. 

Gl/i J)e*'ni>hr'rr HiarteJ on iho olh again, anil went on 
without Inching liixiil tlayhrerih <'f tJio hth. Mlieii wo leachcil 
a diatrict c.filh fj '^i’iyiinal'.la. H* re we I amd seme cara.'ol 
the A till if iho : wi o ♦.cd »ai iIm’ hO e[> i)anks ol’ iho oM Aiun 
i)arlyii bcal, ’The inim* 'riyrmakla vs ?go]))ied to a gi\iaL 
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• 1.- ^ tiir. oTouncl which is to be seen not far from the 
bonkslibove mentioned. It is situated in the flat steppe, is 
nKmit so vards deep, and 600 yards m circumference. In 
tlie bed of this hollow, on Uie north side, there is a small 
spring of salt, bitter water. 

On maps Tiyunakla is shown as a great lake, but that is 

a mistake. ^ ^ . 

AVo had followed tho left bank of the Amu Dariya 
for more than five miles before we could get across, when 
we found ourselves on a bald steppe, without a ^wi^ or a 
leaf on it. Tho river bed here is called Anmunj, and is not 
so deep as at Besli Dishik. In the river bed there is a little 
tmdeigrowth. The night of the 6th we set 
The thermometer must have been down to 1 .. oi la . tu 
cold was terrible, and increased with the night. 

nh Decernher.-To-n\ght also wo had to bivouac on 
a perfectly bald steppe, not a symptom of vegetation to bo 

8th December—Tov>:ir<\>i morning we set out, and arrived 
by evening at the well of “ Dali,” ivliich is looked on as die 
half-way house between Khiva and Krasnayoda. Beside this 
well stand the ruins of an old buUding. Hero we found two 

A tta Turcomans-with several camels whicli they tried to ex¬ 
change for the Khiva caravan camels, but T**:.,*” 

too bad condition to admit ol this, for it was tho A , y 

whose caravans had suffered so terribly on the ro.ad, and the 
Yurts stood by a well in the steiipe, parallel with tho L all 
well, Init nearer the sea. 

Wo wanted to water our horses and eameds here, but 
a <l»il ramol i.. the -veil, «h.eU a “ 

!u From thia place wo foun.l tho <-1uuato muJ. m.ldci, 
and encounu red no more snow' for tlie rest of the j-niiney. 

Being impatient to get to tho coast an.l 
I determined to abandon tlui eanwan and rule on .In .nl im 

dei.eiidorillv. I coiiHulted with if 

him, Potro-viLsh, and n.y servants with tbe ^ j [ 

on tbe night of the Sth in company widi biml. Kiihl|i. d 
Kliivt’t (leader ot a d urc*>nDm caia\an). 

0//t D>vtii,ber. - :\i davl.reak we roHtid for a" hour, and 
saw several Atta caravans The count,ry was no .pn e so 

flat, as bcrctolore. hero to the coast wc y f 

.a, on.i Imrdiv rcst.ino at all. that ,s to say. w- only halted 
for iVum llirc-'to live bouiK |Ha- tin,in, h.eding oui Uoises on a 
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andful of Jugan ” and subsisting ourselves I know not hoWy 
for iny companions devoured on the very first day all the 
bread and meat that I had laid in. For the two last days 
we neither ate nor slept. On the night of the 9th w’e 
reached the ^^Tongi’a” well. At a distance of one day’s 
journey from here, on the left hand side, and four miles from 
the road, is situated the Kui,” a well round which there 

is a settlement of the Atta” tribe. Tongra is 74 miles from 
Dali. In the well Ave found the body of a drovuied stag. 
From Tongra to the Tuar well we had only a ride of 23 
miles. 




IQth December, —Before daybreak wo reached Tuar, 
ovortalcing an Atta caravan in the act of watering their 
camels. As wo had no leather buckets, wo watered our horses 
from the water Avhich the Attas had draAvn for their camels. 
At first they opposed this, but we announced that Ave 
belonged to the Jaflir Bey tribe, and, in spite of their 
superior numbers, enforced our demands. 

Tlio Jaffir Bey tribe, from its numbers, its courage, and 
its extensive connection Avith other tribes, being universally re¬ 
spected among the Turcomans, the people of the Atta caraA-au 
at once gave place to us, lent us a wooden bucket, and begged 
pardon for their rudeness In opposing us in the first instance, 
saying that they did not know avc belonged to the Jaflir Beys. 
The Avolls all along this route are foul. In the Dali and 
J'ongra ones wo had found a dead camel and a stag, and lioro, 
in Tuar, we heard tlie bleating of a sheep which had recently 
tumbled into one of the wells. 

In the cvijiiing we took up our quarters in a ravine nut 
far from the road- Hero we found some heaps of dry .sticks, 
and wcio about to utilize tlicin as the materials for a tiro, 
when AVC diecover<;d ;-'CVoral bundles of goods of h oris coiicoal- 
od under t1»om. My Tinv niuais were higJily delighted, and 
immediately Het to w<«rk to open the bundles, which were 
ftiuml to coidain raisins, ttjbaeeo, aiid ** J iigan, and tu uppro[u i 
ale The (smlaaii «. This 1, liow ever, forljade in spito of baid s re- 
munslraiici:. '‘Tliis is a fine slc*ry,’' said he, ‘‘that we arc to 
vc Hpccl the j.rup* rtv Uu ne AtUis, whom wo hardly i steem ho 
' lughly a«»m’ <’ultl< iOH.l oui’ I'liLvus, and \v<iul<l iiHvan*odly 

jr.t loMf, :i ^itllillll' oppnrlnnity of’ despoiling ns.” ‘‘ Do nnyoM 
will, Ue n,” I iipllcd, “but my herso shall not taslo a siiiglo 
grain uftln; Ml<deii e.ovn. 1 do Tiut Want to l«.»su the hensi, and 
ill gon« n fiinige vvoidd injure him.'’ Said now rcprenonlocl 
that we hiid brougjit tt»o little ypun whh us, hut I anaw'ureJ 
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that that circumstance gave us no claim on the property of 
others, and added—‘‘ If you hold the Attas in such great con¬ 
tempt as you declare, why did not you take what you wanted 
from them when we came across their caravan yesterday 
Said now refrained from touching anything more, and the others 
brought back tlie articles tliey had approjiriated, but Kaved 
remarked—‘‘ Of course it is disgraceful to pilfer other people’s 
property, but you probably are not aware that these Attas 
formerly lived in the Balkan district, and tliat wo expelled them 
10 years ago for burning two mercliant ships which had come 
from Astraccan to Krasuavoda, and selling tlie whole of the 
crews into slavery at Khiva. From that day to this no more 
merchantmen come to our coast, and we arc forced to purchase 
in the Khiva and Astrabad markets. Judge now for yourself 
if the Attas do not deserve some punishment.” As I saw that 
my orders were obeyed, I allowed them to take sufficient 
‘ Jugan ’ for one feed from the bundles, leaving in its place two 
Dollars in each open package. When the Tunonians saw this 
they k;ft the money untouched, but ap}>ropriated all the tobacco 
and raisins, saying that they liad now been paid for, and it Wixs 
no longer theft. At noon wo sot out again, and reached the 
mountain chain Saro Baba. In the daytime 1 could 
ilistinctly recognize the Kuli Dariya lake, which I have de¬ 
scribed in former pages. AVo had a short I'cst, and thou rodo 
on throughout the night, watering our liorses at noon on 
the nth at the well of Damur Jeana, from the vicinity of 
which the Yurts, which formerly existed, had I»oen removed. 


\lth December ,— Before reacliing the wtdl I liad a 
strange adventure. Day had not yet broken and I was riding 
on ahead, my sleepy eonirades lagging behind, when I 
suddenly came iui a Tureoniaii leading two canu>lN. | nule 
up to him and asked him whence he had <'ome, and wliitlierh ) 
wail Ixmnd. On being tiuj.s ax'costeJ he tot»k rofugo behind 
his camels for a mouient, and then Hj)rang out with a nake<l 
sword in liishand shouting, ‘‘ he off or I sliall I'ut ytuj t«» ja’ecus.’* 
lie? WiUiso rapid in liis movements that I had hardly (inu h» ilraw 
iny pist(»l, hut when 1 did si>, and pointed i( at him. Iln* jMior 
wretch was so torrifiod that he dro|‘i)cd lii^ sword atul h>,>t all 
))'>\vta oful trranco Sairl I’oming up piv sc !it ly f>\j>lain*Mi tlio 
wliolo mastery. 'J'liu man had talon ncj r«»r a KirgiHuii 
ne(a>uut' of my heiid*«.li‘ ss. and had Llionghl hiriHr’Il altacdted 
by .a i«d.»her. rrmi Iiim I learned that fhe C4)i'veite stiM 
wiijtefl foi me. Wo ivkIm the whoh day tlH''»ug|i, and only 
hailed towajxh- evening rn.'l fai trc>iji llic woH Si\uli. On the 
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night of the 11th I noticed two men riding, one on horseback, 
the other on a camel. 


I pointed my pistol at the horseman, and asked him who 
he was. He took off* his cap humbly and answered me in 
broken Hussian. He turned out to be the young Yakshi 
Mahomed, sou of Kiat Aga, wdio had picked up a few Hussian 
words on lioard the corvotto. Ho had loft the sliip nine 
days previously, and brought me a letter from Ponomarev. The 
intennediate time he had passed in Said's village, where dwelt 
a Turcoman girl, with whom he was in love, and wdiom he 
desired to marry. He told us that his father with all the 
notables had started on horseback to meet me, but had taken 
another road. Yakshi Mahomed’s comrade was the Turco¬ 
man Vahl Usta who deserted Hakim Ali Bey, and came over 
to mo on our upward journey. Seeing a fire off the road w^o 
went up to it in order to read Ponomarev’s letter. By the 
fire Ave found two Turcoman families wdio w^ere w^andering 
northwards. On trying to return to the road wo lost our 
way, and got back to the well of Siyuli W’ith great difficulty 
jit day break. 

Derewhey '—Being not very far from Said’s Yui't, 
I sent Kulilji on ahead to have food prepared. By evening 
we ourselves reached the Yurt, which now stood nearer tlie 
road, and were welcomed by Said’s wife and the children of 
iny other c()nij)anioiis, who pressed round us on every side, 
together with some old men. Food was produced, and after 
writing to Ponomarev I fell into a sound sleep, the first I 
had enjoyed for some time. 

VMli Deceyiiher,- morning T visited the wives of my 

other conipanions and started at about 11 a.m. accompanied 
by Saifl, Ins son, and throe otlicr ^J’urcomans. Wo had only 
5Z9 inlles now betW'M-n us and the coast. At the distance of 
an hour find a half’s joiirnoy from the latt(n* we arrived at 
Mulla Knii>’h Yurt, wlnno 1 ImuI been r('g:iled with camd’.s 
milk on fho \v.<y n[>. AfhT this vse /I'^^-r iided Iho monniuin 
rang*', trom thn Munnnit of wliich 1 \h In Id tl»o hcji and ih«) 
corveito. I Jiiul iiliofnly IVom hnriuinamv, and had 

therefove no .arjxio.ty. but still this first view of the sliip 
ino with nnspojil<jil>|o jr>y. Slirking my on]-) r»n n loiig polo F 
fried to hiso.ovi i mystilf to my <M,i)ji*tuh « on i«oard, but ho one 
HfjHiniMl t</ol)Hcrve my sigiui Is. .liouo\« r, alien wards 

I misv u Ijo it juit ^)fT from (lie e()r\otl<., Ibll^iwod inimodialely 
by n N'juond. ’Dio <ovv<dtfi lay a rilM.*i*f hours insvioun elioio 
Ah th*; boaU alwnys laudvd at a ])"int not bn ihui* tlm IhilLan 
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I made straight for the latter and found some Kussian 
sailors drawing naiter, who recognized me. Presently the 
first boat reached, and then the second, with Ponomarev on 
board. Our mutual joy at seeing each other safe and sound again 
may bo easily imagined ; but tho corvette had meanwhile 
ha(i a bad time of it. Directly after my departure tlie^ had 
taken in all tho available provisions from tho morcluuit sloop, 
and then let the latter go altogether, not calculating on m^v 
long absencG i tlie consccjuGiicG 'VVRS tliat food OGCuniG scjitcg, 
and tho crew had been on half rations for a whole month. 
Out of the 140 men on board only 20 were effective, 5 had 
died, 30 were down with scurvy, and the remainder were so 
debilitated as to be hardly capable of dragging thcmsolvos 
about the ship. The stock of medicines were exhausted, so 
the Doctor could be of no asbistance, Tlierefore, in the middle 
of November, Lieutenant Bassargin begged Major Ponomarev 
to let him make sail homewards, being further actuated by 
the frequent aj>pearance of ice in the bay. Ponomarev said 
ho would give mo a loi*tnight*s more law, and then when this 
term expired ho added another week to my time oi grace. 
AVlieii the week was up he added one day mure, and on the 
aftornoon of that very day a Turcoman boat came alongside, 
and Ponomarev by tho greatest good luck received niy 
letter. Universal joy at onct'. spread all over the .shi|», 
tho grumbling was at an end in an instant, and it wum iinani- 
iiiously determined to await my arrival. Hakim Ali P'.y, 
about whom I had several times informed Pononmroy, counsel¬ 
ling the latter to arrest him, never showed liimself on board 
the corvette. 

TTie old coin I had entrusted to him ho scut by tlie hand 
of anotlier man, and in spite of my pressing invitations on 
arrival ho in^a^ably de< lined coming, making excu^us on 
acc’ount of sirkneRs, and so on. During mv slay at Kliiva all 
TurcoiuaTis vi?tin*ning thence used to make a juaut ot going 
on board tho corvet te. and intimating tlnd my ivtniii was 
immiinait, Imping piohrd»lv to ohtam soum icvyard lor^ tlm 

gaiijd invvs. (^<.MiHmi.dI V iKiii^i-'d liy (also in I cdligciji c | i.>no- 
maia'v at last lost patie nce, anti on a ruvcoinmis pri'.sciiting 
himseU .anti solcnmlv nsHuring him that 1 umild h imn in 
fhiit' hi? dit niKal hmj tai hoai'tl, him a irwaid 

if it slnndd (mn tint tint hr Imtl .^polvn (hr triilh, hut Ihrcni 
« nifig liim with scv« r* punishiiunit, .slnndd Iun inhuiuation 
pifvc tal.se. On the lilVh da;y, a.s 1 diti ind ap(‘rar, tlio piH»r 
lascul in tt.in ronl‘ d t'>hav». inventeil tlie wludt'hUn v in iho 
hoprM uf a pi'eiii nt. Ivia.t had tilvvavs iK-idhunMolt idiHii oU boiud, 
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conversations vnth tlie returning Turqp- 
“ompelled interpreter and other causL 

Sout the afterwards, 

Is soon ofif difteulty, be persuaded to go on board. 

off to mSf n*" ""I approach he at once started 

His obieef \ t>efore stated, we missed each other. 

Otliev i ^ ^ Piivate conversation with me. 

litolve winch I learned on my return made me 

fm^h ^ 1 ^ io be obliged to enter into 

further explanations with him. ^ 

return^b.'^^'T^^T'^^ determined to celebrate my safe 

SsInblaL J-'""! ashore and found a great 

assemblage of hungry Turcomans. Having divined Kiat’s 

ou^thT?n^f‘'fearing, consequently, hostile action 
on the part of the natives, I insisted on a guard being posted 

^ had horse-racing, boxing, shooting at tho 
mark, and loot races, the winners receiving money prizes. 

? 1 durhig the amusements, as 

X iiad sent them to meet the caravan, 

nTm,vV/b Petrovitsh announced the 

appioach of the Khivan deputies, and to-day we rccotrnized 
tlIeiu coming over the lulls vitli a body of horsemen, "fheir 
CHCort wa.s composed of Turcomans, who rode in front, firing 
into the air from very joy. I immediately repaiivd to lanch 
had a special Yurt erected for the deputies, and placed a guard 
a the door to prevent tho 'J’urcomans from intruding and 
pestering them witl. questions according to their wont. Directly 
the caravan arrived 1 took the deputies on board, many 
liircoinaiih also striving to aceoiiqiany us from motives of 
i Were ju.st going to start when Said came into 
the Y urt qnito pal-, fetched his saddle and his sworrl, and 
began to saildlo hi.:i hmse. 1 asked him the ineaiiing of this, 
nut he could scarcely answer mo for trembling, and staii.mered 
out that on no acoonnt could ho go on board the corvette, for 
ho luul dreamt to day tliat as he was riiling along tlie frozen 
inuio'iii oi thif sc.a, liis Iioikoh f‘>ro jCcoi hud thrtm^di the 

m*‘, and tlni.t. Ums llmt ^oUKitliin-* evil wnuld 

hH|,|., ., h, lull) on hoard. As I , o,ihl not drive this i<lea out 
ol hi 1 hcaci, I gavn ii|i Irying h, p-rsuade him. 

During my k si.Iciko in, and journev lauk from, Khiva 
muJ ha< given DM. gn ai aimnjunce. I did noi let liim soo 
tills U'l tlu. (iiic , hilt di'li I Milled to piipiKli him on my ratiirn, 
by maluMg his l.iul -oiidu-t known to tlm (. hiefs, and driving 
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hiiH away from me in disgrace. But afterwards, when lie 
acknowledged his faults of his owm accord, I contemjDlated 
letting him off the disgrace, and simply intended to give him 
a private rebuke. Now, however, that he was going off as if 
nothing had hapf)ened, Petrovitsh detained him, and demanded 
that he should beg my pardon. Said replied—^^May fate 
dispose of me as it pleases. I yield myself to its will, what¬ 
ever may be about to befall me.^' 

We now all went on board, and I introduced the Khivari 
deputies to every one in the corvette. Yakoob Bey had already 
made the trip from Mangushlak to Astraccan in a merchant¬ 
man, and so did not show any particular astonishment, but 
the Yuz Bashi was amazed at everything he saw, and could 
not realize the idea of being actually on the sea. Ponomarev 
now distributed presents among my Turcomans. Said received 
a silver-mounted pistol, and then I took him one side and set 
liis bad behaviour before him. Ho acknowledged it, begged 
forgiveness, and wo became friends again. Wo pa.sscd tliis 
nit;!it on board. 



ISih December .—Towards evening wo weighed anchor 
and steered for Baku. We Iiad now two Tiu’ooniaii and throe 
Khivan representatives with us. 

December ,—After a calm we got alight breeze that 
carried us to the island of Shiloi, not far from tho promontory 
of Opskheron. The islanders hero support themselvo^S by seal 
fishery. 


December .—Owing to contrary winds wo did not 
arrive in tho Baku roads until this morning, and went ashore 
at noon. 


30/4 December ,— I had time to go and visit tlio so-called 
cvt.'iiasting fire worshipped hy tho Indians. Jn Persian it is 
oalltd “Atisli Krid/* and is biinatod 11 and a liulf milc.s 
t'> the north of Biiku. Tho area containing na[)hliin is nbout 
two niilos in circiiinfoMnco, am I dirrrtiv lh<' Hiiuilknl open¬ 
ing is made in the siulaoe and liro .Hp]>lu’d. .m il.inu) bursts out, 
whiclj it (lilH<’ult to extinguish. I'ln; lire woisliipping 
]»ilgrims wln> i<iinc lure use this tiro fo«* riM»Iving purjumes, 
ami Jil-Ju for liglitinL’. l>y i“ti«*kinp; a tnbu in(i» ibu grramd 

an«l lilting tli* ’'ri » at (ho (>n<l IIoim ilh ro i 
ch ivn 4‘ara\ Mir-trrui. 'O (In.* interior *»(’ .»«•• f‘*i*n* in- 

luihit<;(| :»jcirlui^’ni'^, s- im* oilie’s Hoi apart foi iOi»ls (which, 
Immvovi'I, 1 could n»‘l '/* 1 a ghiiipso oO, a ud iln i* niaiiuh » 'U 
disposal r.| s 1 i 4 Ui'.c i In (ho iniildlc u! fiiv couit \ loal 
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dVQ stands a pretty large sacrificial altar, at the four corners 
of ^Yllich burns the everlasting fire from high tubes. E’roni 
15 to 20 fire-worshippers generally reside here, but I found 
on my visit only six or seven. Their leader was an Indian 
who had formerly traded in Astraccan, and who besides his 
mother tongue could speak Russian, Armenian, Turkish, and 
Persian. The Indians whom I managed to see wore nearly 
naked. They live and eat in solitude, each one having a fire 
burning in his room, before which he sits for hours at a time 
quite motionless with the hands up lifted or in some other 
position. However great the heat may be, they neither 
shift their ground, nor alter their posture. The emaciated 
countenances of these voluntary martyrs bear amjile testi¬ 
mony to their sufferings. Among the seven present there 
was one who had served in an English regiment of sepoys. 

January Gth .—The Governor, Jermolof, invited us to 
Derbent. We accordingly loft Baku, and passed the night at 
Sugant. 

Jrniuary {)tlu —We went vid the Station of Kalisin to 
Khadersind, where we passed the night. Here we found a 
carriage in which we seated the deputies and then proceeded 
to Devitslii, where we passed the night of the lOth. 

llth January. -Wc reached Kuba. 

January .—Left Kuba. 

Vnih January. —Readied Derbent, which the Governor 
also n.ached on the 17th, and four days after that the dt;]ailic.s 
wcM'c introductid to him, first the Kliivnn, then the Turcoman. 
The gifts sent by tlie Khan of Khiva consisted of two 
benuiiful diawls, ten Bokhara dressed lambskins, two inferior 
Bad<U' and a few pounds of grapes. In ri turn the 
envoys jucelv(Ml two rliigs. The Klein had furllicr soiit two 
.stallions to Jermiilof, but tht y, i<»getljer with the gr^-y 
hi»r''<‘ pr< sentMl t'» iny.*^cll, had to bo U;(t behind on the 
east' ll) eoast ol’ the fJa-ipian. “ You tr< rnhlo on accounl of 
lie; i Vjrai.iiisf' oim e ivncirktd ilut (Juvonior lo Kiat, \vht» 
annva r(‘d liOip liiiigl y - “ It is now wintertime, w h< n e\cvvlhing 
ti ' iel'le e" We li it Derbent the interview. \\‘'lit hjick 

o. liaku, aial tie la u lt> ’rillis, v-liich we rea‘:lu;d on llm 2lth 
K« liinaiN , ini'I N\ Im'i'• w e* w eri’ rordiiilly n.t.ivfil by Lieule 
na.nl t rnl \^ elyi\)miM'V, Hi' ‘ iivoyrt rt.ca iviiig [»ri;j-onts ol 
eloHi iifi'l .'illv .'I 
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In the beginning of March General Jermolof received 
intelligence from Tvislair, through the Governor of Astraocan, 
that Turcoman envoys had arrived representing the whole 
jioople. They made the same reque.st a.s the deputation 
with us had proffered in writing, viz., that the Turcoman 
races miglit be permitted to become Xlussiau subjects, but 
with the proviso that a successor to the Sovereignty of Turco- 
mania should be elected from amongst tliem. General Jei- 
molof sent us over a copy of their^ petition, and on it we 
found the signatiu’cs of all the Chiefs, who hcio, howeyoi, 
styled themselves Khans, and among the rest that of Kiat; 
the latter, however, denied all kiiowlcc^e of the document, and 
saitl it was a forgery. On investigation it turned out that 
the leader of the Astraccan deputation was the l)i-other of 
that Ivliwaja who in the year 1812 led the rurcoman levies 
against the Persians. Mis home was on the Chinese fiontici, 
and he liad visited the tribes in order to obtain from them 
the horses, arms, slaves, and jewelry of his slain brother. 

As he was rejected with ignominy, he concei ved the pro¬ 
ject of winning the rulership by the hol[) of the Itussiuii t.io\- 
ernment. 

4 (h April. —To-day the Governor received the deputies 
with much distinction. 

22u(l April .—The Khivau deputies now wi.shod to start 
homewards, so 1 gave them the I'ollowing letter to the Khaii 
of JvliivH :— 



“I. have introduced the envoys, \ uz Ilashi, .Vsh N.i/.at, 
aiul YakoobBey, sent by your Highne.-i.s to the Governor wlio 
accredited me to you last year ; tliey will tell you how they 
have been received by us, and assure you ol the tAOVet nor« 
friendship. 1 have al.so enjoined on them to convey to \ i.yu 
11 ighnos.s, the great ruler of the east, luy most siueeiv tlo nk.s (or 
the favour shown to mo, as well a-s tho coulhlencu reposeu iii mo 
hy your Mighness, and also to e\|'ress the thiudyi ol the C<ov 
enmr, who is now about to dosiiateh me to my bmi" ror t'> aC 
Mnaint him vith the now allianeo whii-h has bei n eoncliuleil 
brtwoen the east and theweU. May the rising .andyel I mg .-uii 
diuminate this bond of lVicndsbi|> until the on.l ol tnno. May 
the splendour of tliis warm alliioiei' shine hke (hut orh. .and 
lie extinguish, d milv' witli its exllnclion. r.'iainl m<- lio lhm 
to say tiiat ha\ing 'lmd (he fortune to stand m ymir aiigii--.i 
I•'•••^enee, I .beridi H.o Imj-o that tins letler may la- re.-eivod 
"ith favour and kindness in piop.nl.ion (■> (ho vetieiidio/i 
'Gth wliie!i I am [I. iietial' -l (ot y.mr lliglm-"-” 1 
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indeed, consider myself fortunate if I could hope that you 
would from time to time think of me, whilst I pray for 
your immortal glory, and the uninterrupted continuation 
of all the prosperity bestowed on your Highness by the 
Most High.” 

Thus ended the task which had been confided to me 
by the Governor. 


wwisr/ifj. 




Supi^lcmentary remarks hij the German Translator, Philipp 

Strahl, chiejly derived from Voinovitshs narrative. 

1. Naphtha Isktnd (Cheleken *).—The Persians call 
this island »Chaharkan ” (four mines),;!- and tlie l uroo- 
mans know it as “ Naft Dag;a” (Naphtha Mountain). It lies 
in 39° 20' N. Lat., and is conspicuous among the many other 
islands at the entrance to the Balkan Bay from its extent ^ 
and elevation. It is visible from a considerable distance, and 
its abruTit coast line, o.spccially on the S. and E. sides no doubt 
accounts for its Turcoman appellation. The charactci or the 
surftice and sub soil is identical with that prevailing in the 
rest of the group. The soil consists gcnorully ol line yellow 
sand, with here and thei’e a little earth, the latter cithei 
mixed with yellow clay in combination with white mica, or 
with the ddbris of felspar, whicli is connnon on tlie coast. In 
those strata arc found the naphtha springs at various depths 
below the surface. Here they arc met with at a dojith ot 
two fathoms, there at .a depth i>l ten or more. 

The black naphtha found hero (petroleum) is of two 
kinds, one of which is thicker than the other. Botli kind’ll 
are, however, very thin, mixed with particles ol eaitli. and 
possess a much fainter odour th.an the naptha itiund at liaku. 
riio clay from which the naphtha is drawn is oi tiio muiio 
nature as thaton the .surface, but is d.avker coloureil by iiasun 
ol its innireirnatiou with the oil. The nuniiier of sjniuy.H is 
uncortniu. a.?thuv are frequontiy filled up by the sand wlii. b 
necessitates new wells being sunk. Ihnighly estimated flm 
miinbor may be 20, but the sand inti'iferoa with tlioir flow 
to such an e.xtcnt that the annual VkUI hanlly amounts 
to 1,000 centnor.s. How friHiug compared with tlio l.aku 
annual yield! Besnlcs this black naphtha there la also found 
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Barbadoes tar (bitumen segne, crassum, nigrum, maltha, 
poix mmerale, poix de terre ou malthe). This forces itself 
through the soil, forming a stratum of itself, which becomes 
hardened by the heat of the sun. The Turcomans free it 
from sand, &c., by frequent meltings over fire, when all the 
foreign particles sink to the bottom owing to superior specific 
gravity. ^ The ^ pure tar floating on the surface is then 
poured into pits jirepared for it in the gTound and left to 
cool, when it becomes more solid, and assumes a glossy black 
colour like ‘‘ asphalt." This the natives call “Mumm, " and 
caiTy it in its present form to Khiva, where it is mixed 
with wax and used for making up into candles and torches 
as in Persia. The salt found in great abundance on the 
island is not rock salt, but is obtained from a salt lake 
like those so frequently to be met with in Southern Russia, 
such as the Lakes of Elton in Saratovshen of Jeiiidja, 
Staroe, and Krasnoe in Tauria, &c. The lake from which 
it springs is very large, and is diy the whole year round, 
except just during the rainy season when water collects 
in it. When dry it is quite full of salt, which is very 
firm, and might therefore be taken for rock salt: unfortun¬ 
ately it is full of sand and earth and, consequently, very 
impure. Here also, like in Astraccan, tliere ai\i a quantity 
of salt morasses. Indeed, the whole island is so inipregnatod 
Avith salt that fresh water is not to be found on it, ami tlie 
water drawn from the wells is so brackish tliat the Turcomans 
only use it mixed with earners milk, their usual resource when 
drinking water runs out. In conclusion, Naphtha Island 
resembles all those in its vicinity. The vegotahle kingdom is 
represented by the golflon rod " (Solidago, Lin.), and in a few 
places by those kinds of grass which thiive in muddy or 
sandy soils, but tlicso arc all scorclied up in the summer time, 
phd tlie <mly verdure is then to be found in the swanqiy 
places, where reeds afford a poor means of subsistoiice for the 
camels, hIus:]), ami tlie tow goals of the Turcomans. Wiki 
animals occasionally appear, such av. f)Xes, wolves, wild goats, 
and pigs, ;»utl among the f»:iathc‘r<;d trlhe.s the most r.«*mmoii arc 
sea-gulls, cormorants {pclojff>n‘s C(n’6u), mows, herons, and 
Beveral s]>ocl(iH of .sui)»e. 

d'luB is th<; oiilv imphlha yic hliug :-p'jl on tlie ( oast 

of tlie ulllioiu^di sueh plsct.s an' r)ot uucommoji ou 

Iho liouth i-Da^'t, fail it is wm'thy of not'.' that tlie naphtha 
springH in the Lidknn llav Islands are c.\uc11\ (»pp.»Kito to the 
Hpriugs at Ikiku and in the s.nno d' giaa' ot jatiiudt.e d'h*.' 
inveoN of naphtha '.an ho ohsi i \v'd in iho s' a its- If, for in the 


misr/}y 
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neighbourhood of the Island of Shilov^ the smell of it is quit^ 
perceptible, and it is even to bo seen floating on the surface. 
Gmelin, in his Book of Travels d:c., has fully set forth the in¬ 
fluence of naplitha on the Caspian, it being the principal 
cause of the bitterness of its waters. 

VoixoviTsifs Narrative. 

2 . The Island of Ogiirchin —Is uninhabited, and only 
visited during Turcoman civil feuds. Seals abound here, as 
also the so-called red geese, and rose-breasted starlings fly 
about in clouds. 

The Turcomans call the island Idak or iMdak. The 
name Ogurchin comes from Ogurjali (/.e., pirates), a title 
bestowed long ago on the inhabitants of the coast and 
the islands of Balkan Bay on account of their piracies and 
their raids on the Persian provinces. All the Balkan Bay 
islands are known by this a])pellation to the Russians.— 
Strahl. 

3 . llie Bag of Balkan .—So long ago as 1731 SoimonofF 
published a good and learned description ot the ('asniaii 
Sea, together with a map, and did not oiiiit this bay. 
In 1703 Professor Muller produced a fresh edition, his 
work is to bo found in the Proceedings of the St. 
J.^oter.sburg Academy for 1702. In 1713 Captain Wudriifl 
described the bay; in 17G4 the eastern coasts of the 
Caspian were explored by Tokmatsheff ; and in 17S2 the. 
Ijay was again carefully examined and described by Count 
Voinovitsh. Balkan Bay from its entrance to its innermost part 
is studded with islets, nearly all of the same area iuid elev.atinn, 
some of them presenting the ajq>earanco ot liillocks standing 
out of the water. At the entrance to the bay .stands tho 
Naphtha Island, to which the former i.^lot ot Dirvi^li is 
now united, and bi its south is situated tin' long i^laFid 
of Agurcliin «»r Aidak. The former island of l>ai;ji, ivmaiL 
able hu* its n.aphtlni spiings, and the so called Nalt 1’apasi 
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lere m Balkan Bay is very dense, and on account of foul 

The N. W. portion of the bay is 
called Krasnavoda (^‘red water"), presumably on account of 
the reddish sand shining at the bottom of the shallows and 
2?. surrounding mountains. The Turcomans called it 
Ivizilssa, also^ meaning red water. It aflPords a good 
harbour for ships visiting the eastern shore of the Casj)ian, 
for it is protected on all sides from the wind, and there 
arc excellent anchorages all over it. The only thing to 
be careful of is the sand banks going in. The mountains 
surrounding the harbour consist partly of the dark grey 
granite characteristic of the rest of the Balkan range, and 
partly of reddish ^ coarse grained sand-stone. Tlio coun- 
tiy round about is a sandy desert, and neitlier trees nor 
brushwood are to be seen on it. The little grass there is 
is burnt up in summer, but nevertheless a number of nomadic 
Turcomans (estimated^ by Voinovitsh at 2,000 families or 
Kibitks') inhabit tliis tract, and arc often forced to drive 
their flocks three or four days' journey into the steppe for 
fodder. The necessaries of life they procure from Khiva or 
from the Bussian seal-hunters who sometimes visit them, 
bringing flour, wooden vessels, and such like for traffic. In 
later times many of these nomads have been driven away 
by other tribes and have taken refuge in Khiva. In this 
noiglibourliood stood the redoubt which in the year 1716 
Pjincc Bekovitsh caused to be erected during his disastrous 
campaign against the Idiivans, but very few traces remain at 
the present day to mark its site. The Turcomans assured 
Count Voinovitsh that botli the other forts, one of which 
stofxl on Alexandro Bay, the other on the Kargan pi-oniontory, 
hnd been wa.shcMl away and bueii (covered by the sea, a proof 
that th(' Caspian lias encroached on its easturn margin since 
the beginning of the I8th centur;f. —Btraiil. 




4. 77/c Balkan Mountains, —This range, which embraces 

the Balkan Bay, is r»f tin-sainn formation as the range round 
Antrabad Bay wliiclj ai,r< tch<*s awi.u)' northwards along tho 
eastern coast in insignificant lulls. It is u low range of 
red HJUid-shiiic, Inn; and spiin*rin' 4 * u|) into r«»cky 

ln)iglhH, the loftiest of wliirli gives ]h\ imuio to the re.st 
4»f‘ tile chain. From a distanoo this inuuntaiig the Bfdkan, 
bus Iluj ap]>rarancc of an abrupt ])i oinontory. fhutlier 
inirtliWMid lliero aio l\so (*tlicr lieiglits nol Kt> |nf(v 

i)U’ Balfan. onolle* Ku-’lr.uoa, ihu (Ulier lla- I iiod* hal< l.i 
The rock comjaming ijjino w/ ll a^ all the sniellcj’ hills is 
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a kind of dark grey compact felspar or granite, called' 
Turcomans “Karatash” { ie.., black stone). In the 
Balkan Mountain itself pure quartz-rock of various colours is 
found, and here the Turcomans quarry the ordinary millstone 
grit and carry it to the Khivan or Pei-sian markets. 

The whole coast is barren, producing nothing oeyond 
reeds, a little bitter grass, and the golden rod {Solidcigo Lin.') ; 
but on the Balkan Mountain there is a better vegetation, a. 
few trees (chiefly pomegranates) here and there, and where 
the soil is loamy and intermixed with good black earth, it is 
covered with rich and luxuriant grass. Tliis fertility attracts 
wild animals to the mountain, and it is frequented by pan¬ 
thers, wild pig, wolves, foxes, wild goats (Jairani), ateinbocks, 
&c. 
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I —rhfiliilur III, 
PUlrU'i MniitfiikhUk uid Khlr^i 
N.iHfCi Klb4lk». 


muhaviev’s visit to the Turcoman inhabitants of jhe J.'^jin coast op the caspevn sea. 

TABLE showing the Turcoman tnles, their strength, the distnc'^^cV occupy, and their minor branches 


VTiiltl Itl ItUU 


IfdJiir Ht 

f >UI, 

L on 

lbr> rug«(» 


Abdul OA tho 
Karai^iiii. 


JluruHikhuk BufMdlln Juhau, 

In .^T»r^kln M. j*. of iho 
Ji. of ihi? Abdid Abdai wmntry. 
COttiilr|. 


IL~A 

on tho 
BaO’lwccn ' 
Kiiiji aiKl 
ki 1.000 
“tks. 

,t 

1 i 


in.-Tftkkti 
Arka^sh U thoir 
lioad-nuartora; 
Uio Chlcfn 
uamc Murad 
Slnlor j 

CO.OOO ICibUks. 


IV.—SaluT, 
Dtotrlol Sarraa, 
eastward from 
Takka 

country; 4,000 
KibitkH. 


V.~At Saro 
Baba, 

noifchbourhood 
or Bokhara. 
100,000 Kibitks. 


VI.—Yomud on 
thf’ Rivers 
Atrck and 
Glurgcn; Chief 
KoBin 

Kull Boy; Cazl 
Mahoiui'd 
Taimii; 40,000 
Kibllks. 


VII.—Rakhkar 
near Bokhara; 
1^0,000. Kibitks. 


IX.—Barrack» 
20,000 Klbilks, 


X.—Kaklan, 
np iho rlvora 
A trek aud 
Gluricen; 
40,00ii Kibltks. 


XT.—Waimak, 
in KhoroBf-an 
near 

tho fliuriren 
Mashoda: bo.uOO 
Klbltka. 
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M.»,* U.tiprr . Knriiau, 
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^ i . „ . 1 v«r«>i*tkan IlarkAS. Kai. QuitU. Kolk, Sovraill. Arkakli. PwUur, 

Yangak. Bangrauk. Klia>»ohor. Koruk. Baludur. Karabalkan. uaraas. luia. vt 


Qulshtk. 




Kida. Ifur .4Ua. 


Omar AtU. OiUg Atta. 


«;h»fkar.Jb*f. OjraiiUAti. Kiillyorfbmak. 


Sharab, I'Iders 
Kojan Knit 
Ifry and 
Togan KoliJ 
Khan. 


Bairam Bhah, 
on the Olurgim; 
a largo porUon 
of the clan iu 
Khiva, 


Kuiuk Talar; 
t hlcr Yakshl 
Mahnmod Khou. 


ChnnI on iho 
Oinrgou 

aud Atrck. 


fUdhla t I 
iiUOftl 1 
aaa IIIMtVs 


I', 'r' t 


J tfrti , nliii r t il 
Ii sAlr Ktmn 
KnivtKs. 


AifUas, 

• Magnvtii 
hUMli'lU. 


RHir««tti. Hdrr>« 
hlilrb |i‘K and 
llftr! 
Ma* KlblUs, 


Miynd 

U*lr„ KalWr 
KItttU, 


nMrii.«ldcr 
Ni^tAs ki.Jl 
ntfilor I 

«Mv Klbltka 


IJial, oldor 
Vaaht 
Mahomed 
Khan 1 7oO 
KIbitks. 


Jalllr BeyjH# 
Kidain ku^ 


2,000 




tin 


Balak i elder 
Bat 


Orketaheht; 
elder Mtthniued 


Nlya_, 
2.000 Kibttk.4. 


Okyn#; elder 
An ]s<Man klnUa; 
l.oou Kibliks. 


Kara Kn)a; 
elder Khniljarj 
OOO Kibltks. 


T»hak elder; 
Kaka filnhr; 
1,000 KibitkJ. 


Jtinall(ia(.r 

Boilnnmi ^ 
Kibil,. 




Atalh-y; elders 
Nadir Khan, 
KnandJ Bey 
and hnrak All; 
1,000 Kibilks. 


Ak; oldwr Atta 
Nlyiui Be y I 
(H>U KibLlks. 


Pasa t elder 
Karak Sirdar; 
700 Kibltks. 


Badrak; 
000 Kibltks. 


Klyotehak t 
Older Kalb All 
Kluif. 

600 Kibltks. 


I fMar 




Khtvalf. 
J 4 sf Ifsbrg 


Osrai. 


Uchmak. 




IbMli. 


Talar: older 
Vardt Kban in 
Khiva; elder 
AmanKiak nu 
Olnririni 
400 . 


Akkarmni 
200 Kibilks. 


Korama, older 
Allt 

200 Kibltks. 


Marams; 
200 Kibltks. 


uririm: 

Kibltks. 


Quinik; elder 
AlUu Niyaa 
Mnriran In 
Khiva I 
400 Klbilks. 


kaka; ulik^r 
Arab Hull; 400 
Kl bilks. 


Khlv^l. elder 
Y akohi 
MahornKt 
Khan; 400 
Kibltks. 


lafat b sldfe;.' 

b Aiahiimoit. 


HaU'idin) cldff 
TFKir 

Makliinit). 


Kadinit t Uior 
Alowlst AIL 


-J’ 


ul 


TInrai. idder 
Kliaii Kaidl. 


ChukksAi ,. 


Bakbkali; elder 
kllrai Klmii. 


Ark; elder 
Tumii KoJiJ 
Khan. 


TumatchJaralli 
elder NIyaa- 
durdl BeganJ. 


Pang ; elder 
.\na Kuii. 


Tumaich Janali; 
elder Hewlat 
All Kluu), 


Kalla; t-ldur 
i^d. 


Klnr Kijson 
Knlnm; 
sUlor Kulairi 
KuU Bey. 



V.dina* ebhr 
KnllM vaj) |r..) | 
SMO KlbUk>«. 


AImn", oldsr 
ASnrad Klmn, 
700 KlbUks 


Ma«hr(t. •bin 

hi-k iitBab 

rat’Kii . h'^. 
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